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Even as the final details are still being resolved, 
it is announced that the 2010 Pararescue 
Association biannual reunion for former, retired 
and active duty friends and families of 
Pararescue will be held on October 6-10 in 
Tucson, Arizona.   
 
Elsewhere in THIS edition of Canopy Chatter (Pages 5 

and 6) is the Registration Form for the Reunion.  An 
urgent reminder is appropriate here:  A completed 
Registration form is to be mailed to the local 
Association representative, Bill Preble, and NOT to 
the hotel which is hosting our extravaganza.   
 
In order to fully enjoy the reunion, you NEED TO BE 
PAID IN FULL AND CURRENT with your 2009 and 2010 
Association dues.  At the 2008 Reunion, it was decided 
ǘƻ άŦƻǊƎƛǾŜέ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŘǳŜǎ ŀǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ όŀ 
ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ άAssociation Amnestyέύ Χ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ 
subsequent years remain YOUR responsibility. 
 
The Radisson Suites Hotel (6555 East Speedway 
Boulevard in Tucson) will be our Headquarters.  
Planned activities include:  A rodeo for the Active Duty 

PHOTO ESSAY: PARARESCUEMEN HELP 
SAVE LIVES 
From Air Froce Print News Today 
By Tech. Sgt. James L. Harper Jr. 
1st Combat Camera Squadron 

 
1/23/2010 - PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AFNS) -- Air Force 
Special Operations pararescuemen were on the scene Jan. 
19 with other rescue organizations freeing a 25-year-old 
Haitian woman who had been trapped for seven days in a 
collapsed building after the earthquake hit the island 
nation. 
 
The Airmen are assigned to the 23rd Special Tactics 
Squadron at Hurlburt Field, Fla. 
 

¬ 

 
A U.S. Air Force pararescueman from the 23rd Special Tactics Squadron, 
Hurlburt Field, Fla., and members of various rescue teams climb a ladder in 
Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Jan. 19, 2010, to get to a 25-year-old Haitian woman 
who has been trapped for seven days in a space in a collapsed building. 
(U.S. Air Force photo/Tech. Sgt. James L. Harper Jr.)  
 

More photos appear on Page 4 
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2010 PJ REUNION IN TUCSON 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

~ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SCHOOLHOUSE AND STATUE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
άL ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻ ōŀǎǘŀǊŘ ŜǾŜǊ ǿƻƴ ŀ 
war by dying for his country.  He won it by making the 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇƻƻǊ ŘǳƳō ōŀǎǘŀǊŘ ŘƛŜ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦέ 

Gen. George S. Patton, June 1944 

personnel; a trip to Davis-Mothan AFB for an outdoor 
B-B-Q; local shopping excursions; the possibility of a 
skydiving event for licensed and current jumpers; as well as 
other plans still being considered and organized. 
 
Tucson is served by a local commercial airport (TUS) which is 
the second largest and busiest terminal in Arizona, Nearby 
Phoenix (PHX) Sky Harbor International airport is but a 90 
minute drive from Tucson.  Both air terminals are served by 
many of the large commercial airlines, so travel to and from 
Tucson is not too difficult. 
 
Because of the expected response/attendance at this 
Reunion, the earlier-announced lodging plans had to be 
changed.  The Radisson Suites Hotel on Speedway Boulevard 
is the only hotel which will offer the Pararescue Association 
room rate and discount. 
 
¢ƘŜ άǘƘŜƳŜέ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ƛǎ Western, so bring your cowboy 
attire.  Although it is not required, people are encouraged to 
enjoy the opportunity to be out of character, especially at 
the banquet.  We are advised that cowboy boots and a hat 
with shorts are still OK in most places in Tucson.  
 
SPECIAL OFFER:   People who make their Reunion 
Reservations between March 15 and June 15 will be eligible 
to participate for a drawing for a FREE NIGHT.  The drawing 
will take place during the Ice Breaker Social (Thursday, 
October 7

th
). 

 
aƻǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ Χ ōƻǘƘ ƻƴ WƻƘƴ 
/ŀǎǎƛŘȅΩǎ !LD Ŝ-mail communication net, as well as in the 
May and August issues of Canopy Chatter. 

É 

SCHOOLHOUSE AND STATUE UPDATE 
Compiled by Doug Horka 
The following is an excerpt of recent telephone interviews with Jim 
Cusic of Kirtland Air Force Base 

 

According to the Senior Training Supervisor, Jim 
Cusic, the new Pararescue / Combat Rescue 
Officer Training Center ς ά¢ƘŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭƘƻǳǎŜέ ς is 
scheduled for the first aspect of completion by 
early June 2010.  The terms of the contract call for 
the principal construction to be completed during 
WǳƴŜΦ   ¢ƘŜ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ŦƛŜƭŘΩǎ ƴŜǿ ƘƻƳŜ ƛǎ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ 
ready. 

Continued 

The agreement between the contractor and the U.S. Air Force is 
that when major facility construction has been satisfactorily 
cƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘΣ ŀƴ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ άŦƛǘ ƻǳǘέ the interior of 
the building.  This will include furnishings, furniture and 
computer wiring; a month has been budgeted for this effort.  
When the fit-ƻǳǘ ƛǎ άǎƛƎƴŜŘ ƻŦŦέΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ tWκ/wh 
students will take up residency. 
 
When ready, the school and students will leave the present site 
ƭƻŎƪ ǎǘƻŎƪ ŀƴŘ ōŀǊǊŜƭέ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǾŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
site of the former Zia Housing area.  While discussing this with 
Jim Cusic, he estimated that it would be likely that the final 
move-in date might not occur until September, 2010.   
 
The schoolhouse cadre was wrestling with the notion of 
delaying the start of a new class (April 2010) until AFTER the 
completion of the new instructional and living quarters.  It is 
unknown if a decision such as this would adversely impact the 
career field. 
 
Cusic suggested that both the next scheduled issues of Canopy 
Chatter (May and August 2010) will appropriately contain 
ǳǇŘŀǘŜǎ Χ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭƘƻǳǎŜ 
information to the presentations at the Reunion in October. 

 
É 
 

There is little to report regarding the Pitsenbarger Memorial 
Statue.  The FUNDS HAVE BEEN APPROVED, but have not yet 
been allocated.  In all likelihood, the funds will not be 
transferred to the sculptor until later this year or upon release 
of the 2011 Fiscal Year budget.  The artist is aware of this and 
understands and agrees. 
 
/ǳǎƛŎ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŀŘǾƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ǎǳōǘƭŜ άŀŘƧǳǎǘƳŜƴǘǎέ ƘŀǾŜ 
been proposed; the sculptor has approved and agreed to 
incorporate them.  A medical kit will appear more prominently 
beside Pits than in the first design.  Additionally, because the 
new schoolhouse will not have a glass-ceilinged atrium, the Pits 
image will be adjusted slightly (not looking so much to the 
departing helicopter). 
 
The Pararescue career field WILL get a statue of its only 
ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ aŜŘŀƭ ƻŦ IƻƴƻǊ Χ ōǳǘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ 
not until late 2011.  It remains the expectation that once the 
contract is signed, the memorial can be completed in 
approximately 12 months. 
 

É 
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PARARESCUEMEN HELP SAVE LIVES IN HAITI 
Continued from Cover 
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All photos by Tech. Sgt. James L. Harper Jr. 
1st Combat Camera Squadron 
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PARARESCUE REUNION 
October 6-10, 2010 

 (Radisson Suites Hotel) Tucson, Arizona 
 

REGISTRATION FORM 
 
 

 Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) Nickname or Name on Badge 
 

Association 
Member 

 
 

 Military ID? 
 

Yes    No 
Spouse or 

Guest 
 
 

 
Yes    No 

 
Guest 

 
 

 
Yes    No 

 
Guest 

 
 

 
Yes    No 

  

Street City, State Zip Code 

aŜƳōŜǊΩǎ 
Postal Mailing 

Address 

 
 
 

  

 aŜƳōŜǊΩǎ Ŝ-mail address #1 aŜƳōŜǊΩǎ Ŝ-mail address #2 

 
 

 

This information will also be used ONLY to update the Association Roster and Canopy Chatter Mailing list. 
 
Registration: $135.00 per person or $260.00 per couple (2 PJs are not a couple!) Sub-total            $_______ 
Pararescue Association Dues (at $20.00 per year)     Sub-total            $_______ 
Charitable donation to the Pararescue Benevolent Association (tax deductible)  Sub-total            $_______ 
 
R     Enclosed is a check or money order made payable to PARARESCUE ASSOCIATION Amount $______ 
(If you prefer to pay with a credit card, include the name of the account holder, the type of card, the account 
number, the expiration date and the billing address, if different from the residential address noted above) 
 

MAIL REGISTRATION AND REMITTANCE TO THE ADDRESS NOTED IN YELLOW AT THE UPPER RIGHT 
For additional information, contact Bill Preble at:  wpreble@hotmail.com 

 
Number of persons attending     Banquet Menu Choices 
Ice Breaker (Thursday) _____     #1 - Chicken Breast _____ 
Barbeque (Friday) _____     #2 ς Salmon  _____ 
Banquet (Saturday) _____     #3 ς Beef Tenderloin _____ 
        #4 ς Vegetarian  _____ 
 
I am volunteering to help with: 
Registration Wed:   AM _____   PM ____  Memorabilia Room Wed:  AM _____    PM ____ 
  Thur:   AM _____   PM ____     Thur:   AM _____   PM ____ 
  Fri:       AM _____   PM ____      Fri:      AM _____   PM ____ 
 
Banquet Table Setting:    Sat PM ______   Post-Banquet Settings Removal:  _______ 
 
 
COMMENTS OR SPECIAL REQUESTS:  _______________________________________________________________________ 

Avoid the late fees.  Register now and mail 

this form with remittance to: 

 

PARARESCUE REUNION 
P .O. Box 1171 

Red Rock, AZ  85145 

 




