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Even as the final details are still being resolved, 
it is announced that the 2010 Pararescue 
Association biannual reunion for former, retired 
and active duty friends and families of 
Pararescue will be held on October 6-10 in 
Tucson, Arizona.   
 
Elsewhere in THIS edition of Canopy Chatter (Pages 5 

and 6) is the Registration Form for the Reunion.  An 
urgent reminder is appropriate here:  A completed 
Registration form is to be mailed to the local 
Association representative, Bill Preble, and NOT to 
the hotel which is hosting our extravaganza.   
 
In order to fully enjoy the reunion, you NEED TO BE 
PAID IN FULL AND CURRENT with your 2009 and 2010 
Association dues.  At the 2008 Reunion, it was decided 
ǘƻ άŦƻǊƎƛǾŜέ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŘǳŜǎ ŀǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ όŀ 
ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ άAssociation Amnestyέύ Χ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ 
subsequent years remain YOUR responsibility. 
 
The Radisson Suites Hotel (6555 East Speedway 
Boulevard in Tucson) will be our Headquarters.  
Planned activities include:  A rodeo for the Active Duty 

PHOTO ESSAY: PARARESCUEMEN HELP 
SAVE LIVES 
From Air Froce Print News Today 
By Tech. Sgt. James L. Harper Jr. 
1st Combat Camera Squadron 

 
1/23/2010 - PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AFNS) -- Air Force 
Special Operations pararescuemen were on the scene Jan. 
19 with other rescue organizations freeing a 25-year-old 
Haitian woman who had been trapped for seven days in a 
collapsed building after the earthquake hit the island 
nation. 
 
The Airmen are assigned to the 23rd Special Tactics 
Squadron at Hurlburt Field, Fla. 
 

¬ 

 
A U.S. Air Force pararescueman from the 23rd Special Tactics Squadron, 
Hurlburt Field, Fla., and members of various rescue teams climb a ladder in 
Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Jan. 19, 2010, to get to a 25-year-old Haitian woman 
who has been trapped for seven days in a space in a collapsed building. 
(U.S. Air Force photo/Tech. Sgt. James L. Harper Jr.)  
 

More photos appear on Page 4 
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2010 PJ REUNION IN TUCSON 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

~ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SCHOOLHOUSE AND STATUE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
άL ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻ ōŀǎǘŀǊŘ ŜǾŜǊ ǿƻƴ ŀ 
war by dying for his country.  He won it by making the 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇƻƻǊ ŘǳƳō ōŀǎǘŀǊŘ ŘƛŜ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦέ 

Gen. George S. Patton, June 1944 

personnel; a trip to Davis-Mothan AFB for an outdoor 
B-B-Q; local shopping excursions; the possibility of a 
skydiving event for licensed and current jumpers; as well as 
other plans still being considered and organized. 
 
Tucson is served by a local commercial airport (TUS) which is 
the second largest and busiest terminal in Arizona, Nearby 
Phoenix (PHX) Sky Harbor International airport is but a 90 
minute drive from Tucson.  Both air terminals are served by 
many of the large commercial airlines, so travel to and from 
Tucson is not too difficult. 
 
Because of the expected response/attendance at this 
Reunion, the earlier-announced lodging plans had to be 
changed.  The Radisson Suites Hotel on Speedway Boulevard 
is the only hotel which will offer the Pararescue Association 
room rate and discount. 
 
¢ƘŜ άǘƘŜƳŜέ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ƛǎ Western, so bring your cowboy 
attire.  Although it is not required, people are encouraged to 
enjoy the opportunity to be out of character, especially at 
the banquet.  We are advised that cowboy boots and a hat 
with shorts are still OK in most places in Tucson.  
 
SPECIAL OFFER:   People who make their Reunion 
Reservations between March 15 and June 15 will be eligible 
to participate for a drawing for a FREE NIGHT.  The drawing 
will take place during the Ice Breaker Social (Thursday, 
October 7

th
). 

 
aƻǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ Χ ōƻǘƘ ƻƴ WƻƘƴ 
/ŀǎǎƛŘȅΩǎ !LD Ŝ-mail communication net, as well as in the 
May and August issues of Canopy Chatter. 

É 

SCHOOLHOUSE AND STATUE UPDATE 
Compiled by Doug Horka 
The following is an excerpt of recent telephone interviews with Jim 
Cusic of Kirtland Air Force Base 

 

According to the Senior Training Supervisor, Jim 
Cusic, the new Pararescue / Combat Rescue 
Officer Training Center ς ά¢ƘŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭƘƻǳǎŜέ ς is 
scheduled for the first aspect of completion by 
early June 2010.  The terms of the contract call for 
the principal construction to be completed during 
WǳƴŜΦ   ¢ƘŜ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ŦƛŜƭŘΩǎ ƴŜǿ ƘƻƳŜ ƛǎ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ 
ready. 

Continued 

The agreement between the contractor and the U.S. Air Force is 
that when major facility construction has been satisfactorily 
cƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘΣ ŀƴ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ άŦƛǘ ƻǳǘέ the interior of 
the building.  This will include furnishings, furniture and 
computer wiring; a month has been budgeted for this effort.  
When the fit-ƻǳǘ ƛǎ άǎƛƎƴŜŘ ƻŦŦέΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ tWκ/wh 
students will take up residency. 
 
When ready, the school and students will leave the present site 
ƭƻŎƪ ǎǘƻŎƪ ŀƴŘ ōŀǊǊŜƭέ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǾŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
site of the former Zia Housing area.  While discussing this with 
Jim Cusic, he estimated that it would be likely that the final 
move-in date might not occur until September, 2010.   
 
The schoolhouse cadre was wrestling with the notion of 
delaying the start of a new class (April 2010) until AFTER the 
completion of the new instructional and living quarters.  It is 
unknown if a decision such as this would adversely impact the 
career field. 
 
Cusic suggested that both the next scheduled issues of Canopy 
Chatter (May and August 2010) will appropriately contain 
ǳǇŘŀǘŜǎ Χ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭƘƻǳǎŜ 
information to the presentations at the Reunion in October. 

 
É 
 

There is little to report regarding the Pitsenbarger Memorial 
Statue.  The FUNDS HAVE BEEN APPROVED, but have not yet 
been allocated.  In all likelihood, the funds will not be 
transferred to the sculptor until later this year or upon release 
of the 2011 Fiscal Year budget.  The artist is aware of this and 
understands and agrees. 
 
/ǳǎƛŎ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŀŘǾƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ǎǳōǘƭŜ άŀŘƧǳǎǘƳŜƴǘǎέ ƘŀǾŜ 
been proposed; the sculptor has approved and agreed to 
incorporate them.  A medical kit will appear more prominently 
beside Pits than in the first design.  Additionally, because the 
new schoolhouse will not have a glass-ceilinged atrium, the Pits 
image will be adjusted slightly (not looking so much to the 
departing helicopter). 
 
The Pararescue career field WILL get a statue of its only 
ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ aŜŘŀƭ ƻŦ IƻƴƻǊ Χ ōǳǘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ 
not until late 2011.  It remains the expectation that once the 
contract is signed, the memorial can be completed in 
approximately 12 months. 
 

É 
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PARARESCUEMEN HELP SAVE LIVES IN HAITI 
Continued from Cover 

­ 

 
 

® 
 

 
 

 ̄
 

 

 

 

° 

 
 

± 
 

 
 

² 
 

 
 

All photos by Tech. Sgt. James L. Harper Jr. 
1st Combat Camera Squadron 
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PARARESCUE REUNION 
October 6-10, 2010 

 (Radisson Suites Hotel) Tucson, Arizona 
 

REGISTRATION FORM 
 
 

 Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) Nickname or Name on Badge 
 

Association 
Member 

 
 

 Military ID? 
 

Yes    No 
Spouse or 

Guest 
 
 

 
Yes    No 

 
Guest 

 
 

 
Yes    No 

 
Guest 

 
 

 
Yes    No 

  

Street City, State Zip Code 

aŜƳōŜǊΩǎ 
Postal Mailing 

Address 

 
 
 

  

 aŜƳōŜǊΩǎ Ŝ-mail address #1 aŜƳōŜǊΩǎ Ŝ-mail address #2 

 
 

 

This information will also be used ONLY to update the Association Roster and Canopy Chatter Mailing list. 
 
Registration: $135.00 per person or $260.00 per couple (2 PJs are not a couple!) Sub-total            $_______ 
Pararescue Association Dues (at $20.00 per year)     Sub-total            $_______ 
Charitable donation to the Pararescue Benevolent Association (tax deductible)  Sub-total            $_______ 
 
R     Enclosed is a check or money order made payable to PARARESCUE ASSOCIATION Amount $______ 
(If you prefer to pay with a credit card, include the name of the account holder, the type of card, the account 
number, the expiration date and the billing address, if different from the residential address noted above) 
 

MAIL REGISTRATION AND REMITTANCE TO THE ADDRESS NOTED IN YELLOW AT THE UPPER RIGHT 
For additional information, contact Bill Preble at:  wpreble@hotmail.com 

 
Number of persons attending     Banquet Menu Choices 
Ice Breaker (Thursday) _____     #1 - Chicken Breast _____ 
Barbeque (Friday) _____     #2 ς Salmon  _____ 
Banquet (Saturday) _____     #3 ς Beef Tenderloin _____ 
        #4 ς Vegetarian  _____ 
 
I am volunteering to help with: 
Registration Wed:   AM _____   PM ____  Memorabilia Room Wed:  AM _____    PM ____ 
  Thur:   AM _____   PM ____     Thur:   AM _____   PM ____ 
  Fri:       AM _____   PM ____      Fri:      AM _____   PM ____ 
 
Banquet Table Setting:    Sat PM ______   Post-Banquet Settings Removal:  _______ 
 
 
COMMENTS OR SPECIAL REQUESTS:  _______________________________________________________________________ 

Avoid the late fees.  Register now and mail 

this form with remittance to: 

 

PARARESCUE REUNION 
P .O. Box 1171 

Red Rock, AZ  85145 
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PJ'S IN HAITI 

I believe the troops would enjoy reading this.  Our guys are 
over the top, the "Best"... 
John Pighini 
 
All, 
  
The Fairfax County (VA) Urban Search & Rescue Operations 
Chief sent the attached letter to the Commander of the 21 
Special Tactics Squadron.  He gives some pretty deserving 
accolades to those PJ's deployed to Haiti.   
  
Ray "Jolly" Cooper  
 
To: Major Parks Hughes 
 Commander, 21 Special Tactics Squadron 
 1520 Hurst St 
 Pope AFB, NC 28308 
  
From:  Rex Strickland 
 Operations Chief 
 Fairfax County (VA) Urban Search & Rescue 
 USAID USA1 
 Date:  25-January 2010 
 
RE:  Haiti Major Earthquake ς 23rd Special Tactics Squadron 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for allowing 
your Pararescue Jumpers to imbed with our Urban Search & 
Rescue task force.  It is hard for me to put into words just 
how valuable your PJs were to us.  From rescue operations, 
medical care, transportation, surveillance capability, and 
personnel security, your PJs were relentless in providing 
tangible and extraordinary service to our personnel. 
 
The following members of 23 STS were attached to our unit: 
¶ Master Sergeant Keith M. O'Grady, Pararescue Team 

Leader 

¶ Senior Airman Patrick N. Thomas, Pararescueman 

¶ Senior Airman Jason D. Humes, Pararescueman 

¶ Senior Airman Benjamin E. Eggen, Pararescueman 

¶ Master Sergeant Paul C. McCarthy, Independent Duty 
Medical Technician 

 
Each and every one of the Pararescue jumpers attached to 
our US&R team should be recognized for their selfless 
dedication, which directly resulted in the rescue of several 
victims affected by the earthquake in Haiti. MSGT Keith 
hΩDǊŀŘȅ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƛƴ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻƛƴǘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ  
He and his men worked tirelessly for several days. 
 
I would like to touch on a few of the operations that MSGT 
hΩDǊŀŘȅ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ƳŜƴ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ƛƳǇŀŎǘŜŘΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀ ŦŜǿ 
examples of selflessness and compassion for the people of 
Haiti. 
 

²Ŝ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƳŜǘ a{D¢ hΩDǊŀŘȅ ƻƴ 9Ƴōŀǎǎȅ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎ ƛƴ IŀƛǘƛΦ  
Due to security issues in the city, we requested the assistance 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tWΩǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ŀǊƛōōŜŀƴ aŀǊƪŜǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
was heavily congested with large crowds and looters.  From 
the Market, he and his men escorted our squad to several 
sites, which led to the University of Port au Prince; the 
ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƘŜǊŜ L ŦƛǊǎǘ ƳŜǘ a{D¢ hΩDǊŀŘȅΦ 
 
The Port au Prince University yielded 5 live rescues.  Some of 
the individual rescue operations went on for over 30-hours.  
The victims were heavily entombed deep within the pancake 
collapsed 4-story concrete building.  I witnessed, first hand, 
each of the members working inside of the tunnels with 
concrete breakers, digging bars, and their bare hands to get 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎΦ  ¸ƻǳǊ tWΩǎ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ ǎŜŀƳƭŜǎǎƭȅ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǳǊ 
squads as if they had trained with us for years.  The only way 
to tell them apart was by looking at their uniforms.  The 
tunnels they were working in were extremely dangerous, 
unsupported, and very susceptible to secondary collapse 
from both undermining and aftershock.  They knew it, we 
knew it, yet they kept working, focused on the rescue of as 
many victims as possible. 
 
The tools that your men are equipped with can also be 
directly tied into the rescue of multiple victims.  While we are 
heavily equipped, a majority of our tools and equipment were 
delayed on a second plane.  Without your rescue tools, we 
would have not been able to perform the rescues that we did. 
 
The conditions that these brave men were working in are 
indescribable.  They were crawling over decomposed bodies, 
most of which were leaking body fluids and wreaked of an 
unbelievable stench.  They were operating in spaces smaller 
than a coffin, with dead bodies inches from their face for 
hours at a time.  Although our team has worked many 
disasters, on very few occasions have we been forced to work 
on, under, or next to, decomposing bodies for such a length 
of time. 
 
!ǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǎƛǘŜΣ L ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ tWΩǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ 
medical care to several of the critically injured victims.  These 
victims suffered from broken bones, deep lacerations, 
internal injuries, and compartment syndrome.  As with our 
structural collapse technicians, they worked side-by-side with 
our doctors and paramedics, as if they train with us every 
day. 
 
With the last victim that came out of the UniverǎƛǘȅΣ ȅƻǳǊ tWΩǎ 
not only helped save her life by getting her out of the collapse 
building, they also helped save her life a second time by 
getting her transported to an Israeli field hospital.  At one 
point, the oxygen was depleted in an effort to keep her 
breathing via intubation.  Traffic was at a standstill, so the 
tWΩǎ Ǝƻǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƻŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
uncooperative drivers to clear the way for the convoy.  It is 
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 that type of forward thinking that further exemplifies the 
character and ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ tWΩǎΦ 
 
hƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ tWΩǎ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭŜŘ ŀ ǊƻǇŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǘƻ 
lower a double amputee off a collapsed structure.  After the 
lowering operation, they organized a landing zone and 
helicopter transport for the very critical patient. 
 
a{D¢ hΩDǊŀŘȅ ŜǾŜƴ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ǿƘŜƴ 
he observed a small child with a broken arm on the side of 
the road.  His compassion is clear when he did what he could 
to reset the arm and do the best he could with what he had. 
 
Furthermore, they went on countless RECON missions, 
ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ŜȄǘǊŀƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ άфмм ŎŀƭƭǎΦέ  
They assisted with a grid search of an extremely dangerous 
part of the city, which required each member to have boots 
on the ground checking hundreds of buildings and walking for 
hours at a time.  At no time was there any resemblance of a 
complaint. 
 
¢ƻ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŜƴŘΣ ȅƻǳǊ tWΩǎ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 
ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΦ  !ŦǘŜǊ a{D¢ hΩDǊŀŘȅ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ƳŜƴ 
detached from our Task Force and demobilized to the airport 
to wait for a flight out, they helped once again after one of 
our members sustained injuries while operating in a collapsed 
hospital.  We transported our member to the Air Force field 
hospital, located in a far hanger of the airport, only to be met 
ōȅ a{D¢ hΩDǊŀŘȅ ŀƴŘ a{D¢ aŎ/ŀǊǘƘȅΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǊŜƭƛŜŦ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ 
those men attending to our member when I was able to 
finally meet up with our injured member at the airport, 
shortly after his arrival.  It is only another example of the high 
degree of professionalism and shear dedication that your 
men provided to us and we will never be able to reciprocate.  
They treated our man as if he was a brother PJ. 
 
23 STS did so much more.  These examples are only a small 
portion of my personal experience with them.  You can count 
on receiving many more similar accounts from our squad 
leaders and collapse technicians in the next days and weeks 
after we get home. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to work side-by-side with the 
heroes of 23 STS and we look forward to hearing back on with 
the disposition of their commendation.   
 
Best regards, 
Rex Strickland 

 
 
 
 
 
ǅ 

 
 

HAIL TO THE CHIEFS 
Air Force Print News 
Release No. 12-01-09 
Dec. 2, 2009 

 
 
From: Michael Long  
Sent: Wednesday, December 02, 2009 

 
Here's a great article dedicated to all those CMSgt's that 
helped get all us demented airmen and NCO PJ's through our 
training and through our careers. 
Thanks to the Chiefs! 
Mike Long 

 
 

GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY FOR CHIEF MASTER 
SERGEANT RANK 
By Bryan D. Carnes 
Air Force Materiel Command Public Affairs 

 
WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE, Ohio (AFRNS) -- 
Chief master sergeants were not a part of the Air 
Force's enlisted structure when the service was formed 
in 1947.  It took 11 years until the rank was created. 
 
This year marks the 50th anniversary of the 
establishment by Air Force officials of the chief master 
sergeant rank, adding another important chapter to the 
Air Force's enlisted heritage. 
 
The need to create the chief master sergeant rank was 
forged from the technology that World War II produced.  
In the attempt to end the war as quickly as possible, 
officials in the United States, along with those of other 
countries, dedicated teams of scientists and engineers 
to create the most advanced war-winning capabilities 
possible. 
 
While the U.S. military was fighting the war in Africa, 
Europe and Asia, U.S. researchers were producing the 
most advanced technology ever seen. The emergence 
of faster aircraft, bombers, advanced electronics, radar 
systems and missiles were on the rise. 
 
With the growth of aviation during the war, President 
Harry S. Truman signed the National Security Act of 
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 1947 creating the U.S. Air Force.  It was on Sept. 18, 
1947, that the Air Force became a separate entity which 
"shall include aviation forces both combat and service 
not otherwise assigned." 
 
It was not until after the Korean War, however, that Air 
Force officials realized that the enlisted corps suffered 
from stagnation in rank.  Master sergeant, or E-7, was 
the highest enlisted rank a person could achieve.  It was 
then that Congress enacted the Career Compensation 
Act of 1958. 
 
The act allowed Air Force officials, and those from other 
uniformed services, to create two new ranks, senior 
master sergeant, or E-8, and chief master sergeant, or 
E-9.  Air Force personnel officials conducted an in-depth 
study of all Air Force specialty codes and organized the 
career fields into highly technical, technical and non-
technical fields. 
 
It was decided that 1 percent of the master sergeants 
from the highly technical fields would be promoted to 
chief master sergeant.  This is still true today, as only 1 
percent of the enlisted force at any given time reach the 
rank of chief master sergeant. 
 
There were 58,000 master sergeants which qualified for 
promotion to either of the two grades.  A promotion 
board was held to review records and look for 
demonstrated leadership and supervisory skills, 
evaluations and commander recommendations.  Of 
those, 625 Airmen were selected to become chief 
master sergeants.  Since there were no line numbers at 
the time, they all were promoted on the same day, Dec. 
1, 1959, becoming the Air Force's charter chiefs. 
 
The rank has flourished since 1959, earning the respect 
of all other services and ranks.  During the 1970s, Air 
Staff officials made "chief" the official term of address 
for an E-9. 
 
One of the original charter chiefs, retired Chief Master 
Sgt. James J. Flaschenriem, wrote, "The chief does not 
manage by fear or intimidation as the old first sergeant 
did, but by knowledge, training and great leadership 
ability."  (Courtesy of Air Force Print News) 
 

ǆ 
 
 
 

From: Jim Thede  
Sent: Thursday, December 03, 2009 

PJ CHIEF SELECTS 

 
Here are the 2009 PJ Chief selects: 
 
James E. Clark  
Mike Fleming 
Jeremy Hardy 
Neil McCready 
Tom Rich 
Matt Wells 
 
Yes ... there were 6, which has to be a record. 
 
 Jim 
 
 

ǆ 
 
From: David Moss 
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2009 

PJ SMSGT KEN HOWK MAKES CHIEF! 
 

Just received a message from a reliable source; PJ 
SMSgt Ken Howk made Chief, out of cycle. 
David Moss '84-'92 
 
From: Randy Galloway 
Sent: Friday, December 11, 2009 

PJ SMSgt Ken Howk Makes Chief! 
 

Congratulations Ken, Just got to see you out at Ryan 
Beckmann's retirement, so fitting for you to find that 
ƭŀǎǘ ǎǘǊƛǇŜ ƴƻǿΦ  Iƻƻ ¸ŀŀ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ƛǘΦ 
Randy Galloway 
 
 
From: Jim Muelchi 
Sent: Friday, December 11, 2009 

PJ SMSgt Ken Howk makes Chief! 
 

If this is true like with all the other selectee it great 
news. Ken is a great PJ and has worked as hard as all the 
others to make Pararescue what it is today. 
 
 Congratulations to all Chief selectees well deserved 
 
 HOOO YA!!!!!!!!!! 
 
 Jim Muelchi 
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THE MOUNT HOOD SEARCH: WHAT YOU 
DIDN'T SEE ON TV 
By Craig Roberts 
Guest Columnist 
January 08, 2010 

 

 
Clouds form over Mount Hood during December's search for missing 
climbers. 

 

Making the decision to suspend a search-and-rescue 
mission is among the most difficult that I'm required to 
make as Clackamas County sheriff.  Unfortunately, that 
was how our rescue efforts for Mount Hood climbers 
Katie Nolan and Anthony Vietti ended on Dec. 16.  The 
mission received national media attention, so you might 
think that by now everybody knows everything that 
happened up on the mountain. But I want to tell you 
about some of the things you didn't see on television. 
On the last day of the search, it was clear that all of the 
elements had turned against us.  The avalanche danger 
was so severe that even stable slopes had started to 
slide, making it impossible for climbers to head up the 
mountain.  Also, a storm system had covered the 
mountain with clouds, posing a serious challenge to the 
Army National Guard helicopters that were helping us 
search from the air. 
 
In spite of that, a helicopter took off from Salem that 
morning and flew north.  This wasn't shown on TV 
because there was nothing to see, but all of us on the 
ground heard the sound of its rotors as it circled 
overhead, hoping for a break in the clouds over 
Timberline Lodge.  On the ground, a pair of Pararescue 
jumpers from the 304th Rescue Squadron waited in 
their orange parkas for a chance to climb on board and 
take one last look for the missing climbers. 
 
One of their commanders described the plan to me:  
The helicopter would fly toward the mountain between 
cloud layers, fighting 60-mile-an-hour winds.  If they 
spotted something, one of the rescuers would be 
lowered using a winch.  Then, the helicopter would 

deliberately rock from side to side, swinging the man on 
the end of the line like a pendulum so that he could try 
to hook the side of the mountain with his ice axe.  He 
looked me in the eye and told me that they would do all 
of this, even though the best medical advice we were 
getting was that there was less than a 1 percent chance 
that Katie and Anthony were still alive. 
 
That's just one example of the enormous courage and 
dedication I saw on the side of that mountain. The 
members of the Clackamas County Sheriff's Office who 
coordinated the search worked for days on end and 
refused to be relieved.  They wanted to finish what they 
had started, for the missing climbers and for their 
families. 
 
Likely one of the greatest acts of bravery during the 
entire rescue effort was made by Katie and Anthony's 
climbing companion, Luke Gullberg.  Although we do 
not yet understand exactly what happened, it's likely 
that Luke set out to get help after there was an accident 
high on the mountain.  Apparently, he left most of his 
own gear behind with his friends to increase their 
chances for survival, and then later succumbed to 
exhaustion and hypothermia during his descent. 
 
Luke's body was recovered early in the search by 
volunteers, who took time off work and away from 
loved ones to help -- putting their own lives at risk to 
rescue people they had never met.  It isn't widely 
recognized, but unpaid volunteers account for most 
search-and-rescue efforts in Oregon.  Of the 107,000 
hours spent performing search-and-rescue missions in 
2008, 85 percent were provided by volunteers. 
 
More than anything else I personally witnessed during 
the mission, I was affected by the patience, the 
gratitude and the enduring faith of the missing climbers' 
families.  From the start, they were worried about the 
safety of the searchers, and their concerns only grew as 
conditions got worse.  Yet when Katie's mother, Darla, 
hugged me, she whispered how grateful she was that I 
had made that one last attempt.  I was almost 
overcome by emotion myself, knowing that it was 
increasingly unlikely that we would find them alive. But 
in a strange way, her hug and support gave me the 
strength to face the family later with the sad news that 
the rescue effort was over. 
This tragedy has changed the lives of the climbers' 
families forever.  Their time on the mountain -- hoping 
to see their son, or their daughter, or their brother, or 
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their sister, or their cousin climb out of a helicopter -- 
will always be a vivid memory for them. 
 
Like their families, the members of the Clackamas 
County Sheriff's Office and everyone else who fought to 
save Luke, Katie and Anthony will always remember 
them.  By the time I stepped up to the microphones to 
announce that the rescue phase of the search had 
ended, I felt like part of their family, and so did 
everyone else.  That takes a personal toll on all of us. 
Over the course of a career, these experiences have 
lasting emotional impacts.  Knowing this, we take care 
of ourselves and we take care of each other.  We have 
to, because there are more people out there who need 
our help, and more families waiting anxiously for news 
about a missing loved one. 
 
Each year, the Clackamas County Sheriff's Office 
conducts an average of 120 search-and-rescue missions. 
That means we launch one every two or three days. 
Most will never get the kind of attention that this one 
received, but they are all just as important to me.  If 
your mother has Alzheimer's disease and she wanders 
away from home, or your brother gets lost while he's 
out hunting, or your child is missing, you will want me 
to deploy every resource available to find them - - and I 
will. It doesn't matter whether anybody ever sees it on 
television or reads about it in the newspaper; we do it 
because we care. 
 
Craig Roberts is Clackamas County sheriff. 

 

ǆ 
 
 

After 60 years of intensive study, researchers at the Centre 
for Strategic Military Studies have finally determined why 

Germany lost World War II... 

 
 

ǅ 
 

From: Udo Fischer 
Sent: Saturday, December 19, 2009 

THANK YOU 
 
Our Daughter Susi sent off at least four packages to PJs in 
Afghanistan... 

 
Udo & Susanne, 
The team and I received your packages today and 
ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ Χ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ōƻǘƘ ǎƻ ǾŜǊȅ 
much, we all really appreciate you taking the time 
to take such good care of all of us. 
   
You both would be very proud of the caliber of 
Pararescuemen we have working over here, these 
Ǝǳȅǎ ŀǊŜ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎΗ  ¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅ  ǿŜΩǾŜ 
ōŜŜƴ ŀǿŦǳƭƭȅ ōǳǎȅ ƭŀǘŜƭȅΣ ōǳǘ L ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǿƘŀǘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ 
not a ground force commander in theater that 
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǿŀǊƳ ŦǳȊȊȅ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŀ ǊŀŘƛƻ 
call away Χ the team has built quite the reputation 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ ƻŦ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ 
saved in such a short amount of time Χ these guys 
are true professionals. Again, thank you for the 
packages and more importantly your thoughts and 
prayers. Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to 
you and your family. 
 
Chaz 
Charles. E. Stiefken, CMSgt, USAF 
66 ERQS/CEM 

 
 
 
 

 
 

ǆ 
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AIRMAN HELPS RESCUE 3 INJURED WARRIORS 
DURING BATTLE IN AFGHANISTAN 

From: Bill Preble  
Source:  http://www.af.mil/news 
By Airman 1st Class Jessica Green  
129th Rescue Wing Public Affairs  

 
12/11/2009 - MOFFETT FEDERAL AIRFIELD, Calif. (AFNS) 
-- An Air National Guard member from the 129th 
Rescue Squadron here recently returned home from her 
deployment to Afghanistan after being wounded by 
enemy forces while rescuing three injured American 
Soldiers July 29.  

 
Capt. Mary Jennings, an HH-60G Pave Hawk co-pilot, 
launched her rescue helicopter; call sign Pedro 15, from 
Kandahar Airfield, Afghanistan, en route to a convoy 
that had fallen under attack after a vehicle struck an 
improvised explosive device.  
 
"We couldn't see any enemy fire as we arrived on 
scene," said Maj. George Dona, Pedro 15 pilot, also 
from 129th RQS. "We were in voice contact with the 
Soldiers on the ground and we could hear over their 
radios that they were under distress."  
 
The Soldiers were taking cover from hidden enemy 
positions on the western side of the convoy. The 
helicopter took immediate fire from the enemy upon 

the first landing, taking off right away, in enough time 
to drop off two pararescuemen in the zone, Major Dona 
said.  
 
"One shot actually came directly into the cockpit and 
pretty much destroyed the entire co-pilot windshield," 
Major Dona said. "Captain Jennings took shrapnel and 
there was blood instantly all over her side."  
 
The pararescue team lead member from the 71st 
Rescue Squadron assigned to the 23rd Wing at Moody 
Air Force Base, Ga., stayed on the aircraft after the first 
landing to ensure Captain Jennings was all right while 
the rest of his pararescue team deplaned to collect the 
patients. The HH-60G flew about a mile south to escape 
enemy fire and to guarantee that both the helicopter 
and crew were in good enough condition to continue 
the save, Captain Jennings said.  
 
"The helicopter was determined fully functional," she 
said. "We couldn't bring ourselves to return home 
without the patients."  
 
Despite the danger the aircrew faced, the crew 
including Senior Master Sgt. Steven Burt, a 129th RQS 
flight engineer, and Tech. Sgt. Tiejie Jones, a 129th RQS 
aerial gunner, returned to the scene after getting a call 
from the pararescuemen saying they were ready to haul 
out the three patients, Major Dona said.  
 
"Then again, as soon as we landed we took immediate 
fire. We landed next to the patients and the 
(pararescuemen) were already moving them in," he 
said. "We took constant fire, and in about 20 rounds to 
the backside of the helicopter the systems started to 
deteriorate slowly."  
 
Captain Jennings told Major Dona, who was on controls, 
to hold the helicopter on the ground through the fire as 
she watched the pararescuemen load the patients onto 
the helicopter.  
 
"There were people yelling, lights flashing, and people 
screaming through the radios, all while dodging bullets," 
Captain Jennings said. "Major Dona had a lot of 
patience and confidence in his team to stay on the 
ground through all the chaos. His amazing pilotage skills 
saved all our lives."  
About 30 seconds after takeoff, the back cabin was full 
of fuel, hydraulics were leaking, and systems were not 
working correctly. Captain Jennings flipped the fuel 

Capt. Mary Jennings stands with Tech. Sgt. Aaron Butler, a pararescueman 
from the 23rd Wing, Moody Air Force Base, Ga. Sergeant Butler treated 
Captain Jennings for shrapnel wounds in Afghanistan during a July 29, 2009 
rescue mission. Captain Jennings is a co-pilot with the 129th Rescue Wing 
at Moffett Federal Airfield, Calif. (Courtesy photo) 
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selector to cross feed between the two fuel tanks to 
keep the engine from flaming out. This was a huge 
factor in keeping the helicopter airborne, Major Dona 
said.  
 
"As I enabled the second tank, I saw it was ticking down 
to zero as well," Captain Jennings said. "We needed to 
land. It was a decision to either crash three miles away 
or land two miles away."  
 
The helicopter crew made the right decision. After 
landing the helicopter about two miles south of the 
convoy attack, the crew shut down and quickly secured 
a perimeter to protect the patients. Another HH-60G 
landed next to their crippled helicopter and the crew 
loaded all patients and as many crewmembers as 
possible before departing, Major Dona said.  
 
"Army OH-58D Kiowa helicopters came to retrieve the 
rest of the crew," Captain Jennings said. "Being small 
single-engine, single-rotor, two-seater helicopters, 
there was no room for us inside. We had to stand on 
the skids and hold onto rocket pods."  
 
Sergeant Burt also showed valor during the ordeal. 
While pararescuemen were loading patients onto the 
second HH-60G and the crew was being exfiltrated on 
to the skids of their cover ships, one of the 
pararescuemen called for help. Sergeant Burt ran 
through a rain of fire to help, Captain Jennings said.  
 
"He totally put his life on the line," she said. "I'm 
extremely proud of my crew's heroism."  
 
Looking back at the incident, Captain Jennings said she 
is thankful for her crew and their bravery.  
 
"In a country where rocket-propelled grenades are used 
everywhere, it was amazing that no one had an RPG. 
 
Everything was covered in fuel, including ourselves." 
she said. "It was nothing short of a miracle that we 
survived." 
 
Captain Jennings was awarded a Purple Heart by Maj. 
Gen. Dennis Lucas, commander of the California Air 
National Guard, in a ceremony attended by her family, 
friends and fellow 129th RQW Airmen Dec. 6 at the 
Santa Clara Convention Center. 

ǅ 
 

!ƴŘ ƴƻǿ Χ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ 
 
From: Wayne Fisk 
Sent: Sunday, December 13, 2009 
Subject:  AIRMAN HELPS RESCUE 3 INJURED WARRIORS DURING 
BATTLE IN AFGHANISTAN 
 
Gentlemen: 
Permit me to jump in here.   
 
Last night Angie and I had the current team of PJs 
(predominately from Moody) training at SEI over here to the 
house for a feast and a farewell party.  They had just completed 
their two-week paramedic rectification training and were to RTB 
to Moody, with several getting ready to head down-range very 
shortly.  One of the members who was here was on the high-bird 
of the mission described below. 
 
From our own mission experiences, we know that every mission 
is viewed and perceived from various perspectives; indeed, the 
account below is from a very specific perspective.  Everyone 
undoubtedly picked up on that when reading the story.   
 
I printed a copy of the below mission and had it read aloud by 
the NCOIC of the team, him adding a bit of free-flowing 
emphasis and dramatics to the salient and "There I was ..." 
portions of narrative.   Naturally, that lit the, "Okay, what really 
happened?" light at which time the high-bird 'J told "the rest of 
the story."  Since I am uncertain as to what details of the mission 
can/can not be disclosed due to COMSEC, I shall not related it 
here.  Probably wouldn't do it total justice anyway.   
 
But be advised--as one would expect--there is a whole 'netter 
story of the raging gunfight on the ground, of 'Js mixing it up 
with the bad-guys while TIC (troops in contact), of 'J prowess and 
killing skills, and of 'Js doing us proud and perpetuating the 
legacy of tactical Pararescue.   
 
The team departed our training location just an hour ago, 
enroute to Moody, then, points beyond.  I shall contact the 
NCOIC of the team tomorrow or Tuesday--once he has time to 
clean out the tubes--and see if the other participants on that 
mission will provide us with "the rest of the story" from the PJ 
perspective.  If this request is a no-go, we'll all just have to wait 
until a reunion sometime someplace in which it will be retold. 
 
But in listening to the high-bird 'J relate "the rest of the story"--
and from the long-standing, flowing reports from DoD and OGEs-
-I can assure you our current PJ force is high-speed, superbly-
trained, well-thought of, and consummately effectively on the 
battlefield.   
 
As the legacy of PJ history continues, it is ineradicably forged in 
valor, courage, and pride--just as it has always been.   
 
Best regards to all. 
Wayne 
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SQUADRON HIGHLIGHTS 
CAPABILITIES DURING AFGHAN 
RESCUE MISSION  
From:  http://www.af.mil/news 
By Tech. Sgt. Joseph Kapinos 
Air Forces Central combat camera team 

 

12/15/2009 - CAMP BASTION, Afghanistan (AFNS) -- A 
soldier is wounded during a joint British and 
Afghanistan National Army patrol in Helmand Province. 
Shot through both legs, his condition worsens while 
being cared for by the medics. It is time to call in the 
professionals to get him off the battlefield and to the 
hospital. The radios erupt with words the crews had 
been standing by for: 
 
"SCRAMBLE...SCRAMBLE...SCRAMBLE!" 
 
Rushing from their squadron tents and huts, located 
close to the flight line and their HH-60G Pave Hawk 
helicopters, the crews run to the waiting aircraft, strap 
in, start the engines and within minutes they are 
airborne on their way to the patient. 
 

 
Pararescuemen receive an injured patient from coalition forces Dec. 8, 2009. 
The pararescuemen will administer medical care while in transit to a medical 
facility. The pararescuemen are assigned to the 66th Expeditionary Rescue 
Squadron deployed to Camp Bastion, Afghanistan. (U.S. Air Force photo/Staff 
Sgt. Angelita Lawrence 
 

Time is of the essence and these Airmen from the 66th 
Expeditionary Rescue Squadron take it very seriously. 
 
On board the helicopter, racing back to the base, the 
pararescuemen work as a team, tending to the patient. 
One handles all injuries below the waist, while the other 
takes care of any concerns above. They work quickly to 
bandage the wound on the left leg, preventing any 

further blood loss and verifying no nerve damage 
occurred. 

 
Master Sgt. Don Ballowe inspects his 50-caliber machine gun Dec. 8, 2009 at 
Camp Bastion, Afghanistan. While the crew pre-loads the aircraft, they also 
inspect their equipment to ensure it is properly working before a rescue 
mission. Sergeant Ballowe is a 66th Expeditionary Rescue Squadron flight 
engineer. (U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Angelita Lawrence) 
 

The goal for the crews is getting the patient from the 
battlefield to the nearest medical care in minimal time. 
If they can do that during the first hour after being 
wounded, the chances for survival are excellent. After 
that "golden hour," those chances diminish quickly. 
 
"Time is always critical, so our ability to get to the 
patient quickly, have our PJs stabilize him, and then 
return the survivor to a medical facility is vital," said 
Capt. Stephen Homan, 66th ERQS flight surgeon. "In our 
world, having those faster transport and response times 
helps us give the wounded warriors the best chance 
possible, and in the end we can ultimately increase his 
quality of life." 
 

 
A pararescueman looks out the door of an HH-60G Pave Hawk while on the 
way to pick up a patient Dec. 8, 2009. The members of the 66th 
Expeditionary Rescue Squadron can respond to medical evacuations in less 
than seven minutes to pick up patients in need of care. The pararescueman is 
assigned to the 66th Expeditionary Rescue Squadron. (U.S. Air Force 
photo/Staff Sgt. Angelita Lawrence)  
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Since the first of September, the squadron has been 
very successful in saving lives and assisting patients 
across Southern Afghanistan.  
 
According to 1st Lt. Caitlin Cima, a 66th ERQS 
intelligence officer, the unit has recorded 253 saves and 
580 assists while flying 620 missions, a blistering 
operations tempo for the crews flying out of the British-
run Camp Bastion. 
 
"Sometimes we may have five missions during a twelve-
hour alert period, with 2 to 3 of those being 'scrambles,' 
or highest priority, which means someone's life is on 
the line," said Capt. Mark Uberuaga, a 66th ERQS 
mission pilot.  
 

 
Airmen load their HH-60G Pave Hawk with gear Dec. 8, 2009 at Camp 
Bastion, Afghanistan. This ensures the team can respond in a moment's 
notice to rescue a patient and have everything needed to treat them. The 
Airmen are assigned to the 66th Expeditionary Rescue Squadron. (U.S. Air 
Force photo/Staff Sgt. Angelita Lawrence) 
 

"Needless to say, before the temperatures started to 
drop, we were extremely busy," he added. 
 
The high operations tempo is mainly due to the changes 
in their mission. 
 
Combat search and rescue is the primary focus for the 
crews. They diligently train in penetrating deep into 
enemy-held territory to rescue downed fliers and have 
been conducting these types of missions since the 
Korean War in 1950. During the Vietnam War, rescue 
crews recovered 4,120 personnel, including 2,780 in 
combat situations. Their dedication to the mission 
continues even today, with 470 U.S. or allied personnel 
rescued since Sept. 11, 2001.  
 
However, over time, the mission changed from simply 
CSAR, and now includes casualty evacuation and 
humanitarian disaster relief missions. Their ability to 

adapt to the ever-changing combat and political 
environment further solidifies their reputation as the 
ones to call when lives are on the line. 
 

 
Airman 1st Class William Chennault looks at the main rotor blades of an HH-
60G Pave Hawk Dec. 8, 2009 at Camp Bastion, Afghanistan. This inspection 
ensures the HH-60G did not receive any damage while picking up a patient. 
Airman Chennault is a 451st Air Expeditionary Squadron crew chief. (U.S. Air 
Force photo/Staff Sgt. Angelita Lawrence)  

 
"With the exception of the last few years, AF Rescue as 
a whole in the deployed arena has remained niche-
based with the CSAR mission focus," said Maj. Joseph 
Alkire, the 66th ERQS detachment commander. 
"Although always capable of full-spectrum personnel 
recovery options, the last few years have seen an 
increase and expansion across the board in pararescue 
mission set; most notably casualty evacuation in 
support of Operation Enduring Freedom." 
 

 
A pararescueman provides medical attention to an Afghan who has suffered 
gunshot injuries, Dec. 8, 2009. Pararescuemen are able to rescue patients in 
any situation who need medical attention. The pararescueman is from the 
66th Expeditionary Rescue Squadron deployed to Camp Bastion, Afghanistan. 
(U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Angelita Lawrence)  

 
According to Major Alkire, although other assets are 
able to perform certain functions under the "pararescue 
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From Chuck Morrow 
Fri 1/8/2010 12:29 AM 

 
Don't know if the following is true, but worth a quick check.  
 
Lt. Gen Chuck Pitman, former Deputy Commandant for 
Aviation with Gen Al Gray, requests that this Veteran scoop be 
passed along on the All Hands.  
 
Just wanted to let you know that, the same as many of you, I 

umbrella," the Air Force is the "only service to organize, 
train and equip a dedicated rescue force capable of full-
spectrum pararescue across a wide range of threat and 
environmental operating conditions." 
 

 
Pararescuemen provide medical attention to an Afghan who has suffered 
gunshot injuries, Dec. 08, 2009. The pararescuemen are able to rescue 
patients in any situation who need medical attention. The pararescuemen 
are assigned to the 66th Expeditionary Rescue Squadron deployed to Camp 
Bastion, Afghanistan. (U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Angelita Lawrence) 

 
"The HH-60G and Guardian Angel pararescue forces are 
prepared for all PR missions, from CSAR to CASEVAC, 
along with humanitarian disaster relief and non-
combatant evacuation operations," Major Alkire said. 
 
The dual role tasking, for both theater pararescue and 
CASEVAC in Southern Afghanistan has Air Force rescue 
forces gainfully employed. The rescue squadron 
regularly employs with Army, Marine and British rescue 
forces responding to missions. The ranges of mission 
requests are often diverse, from ridgeline extractions to 
dive operations, casualty evacuations to CSAR 
recoveries.  
 
"The highly maneuverable Pave Hawk helicopter and 
the PJs are uniquely suited to accomplish them all in 
support of sister services and international partners," 
Major Alkire said. 
 
"The rescue squadron has been very successful in taking 
on the broader roles in support of the medical 
evacuation mission in Afghanistan, while maintaining 

the constant alert required by the CSAR mission," Major 
Alkire said. "The aircrews and the pararescue teams 
continue to maintain the highest level of response and 
care in a highly professional manner day in and day out, 
whenever or wherever they are tasked. I can't ask more 
than that."  
 

 
A pararescueman provides area security while another HH-60G Pave Hawk is 
picking up a patient Dec. 8, 2009. The members of the 66th Expeditionary 
Rescue Squadron can respond to medical evacuations in less than seven 
minutes to pick up patients in need of care. The pararescueman is assigned 
to the 66th Expeditionary Rescue Squadron. (U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. 
Angelita Lawrence)  

 

While the number of alert calls is diminishing with the 
cold weather, the crew's willingness to fly into harm's 
way is not. And no matter who the patient is, the sense 
of urgency is still the same, something for which the 
wounded soldier is grateful. 
 
Safely recovered at Camp Bastion, the soldier is quickly 
transported from the helicopter to the waiting medical 
facility, where he is given all the treatment necessary to 
return him to his unit.  
 
It is another save and another successful mission 
completed by these Airmen. They return to their rooms 
to wait for the next call, ready and willing to do 
whatever it takes to get to those in need, risking their 
lives, "So that others may live."  
 
 

 
 
 
Ë 
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SPECIAL TACTICS AIRMEN PROVIDE 
HUMANITARIAN RELIEF TO HAITI 
By Senior Airman David Salanitri 
Air Force Special Operations Command Public Affairs 

 
1/13/2010 - HURLBURT FIELD, Fla. -- Two MC-130Hs from the 
15th Special Operations Squadron and multiple teams from 
the 720th Special Tactics Group deployed to Haiti Wednesday 
in support of humanitarian operations in Haiti.  These teams 
bring an array of capabilities with them to the devastated 
country. 
 
"Our special tactics teams have three specific capabilities that 
will allow for them to provide the best possible combination 
of support to Haiti," said Maj. Jason Daniels, 720th Operations 
Support Squadron director of operations. 
 
Capability One, Airfield 
"We are scheduled to be among the first people on the 
ground over there and we don't know the extent of damage 
done to the airfield," said Major Daniels. "Our goal is to have 
the airfield ready to take on full traffic by tonight. We bring 
our own lights and communication equipment so we are 
prepared."  In addition to opening up the International Airport 
at Port-au-Prince, combat controllers are trained to survey 
other areas to look for potential airdrop and landing zones so 
other cargo and personnel can be accepted into the country if 
required. 
 
Capability Two, Medical 
"Our members are trained paramedics and trained in trauma 
related to disasters like this," said Major Daniels.  "Since our 
airfield will be open, we will be able to treat and Medivac 
victims if needed.  "Just like if we were deployed in combat, 
we are ready to conduct search and rescue missions to include 
rescuing members in everything from a collapsed building to 
an elevator shaft." 
 
Capability Three, Weather 
"Weather will play a huge role in air operations. Our Airmen 
will take on-scene observations so incoming aircraft will know 
what to expect and can plan accordingly," said Major Daniels.  
The major reinforced that all of the team members who are 
deploying are dedicated and ready to carry out the mission.  
"Every Airman we sent has either recently returned from a 
deployment, is getting ready for a deployment or both," said 
Major Daniels. "Our Airmen are motivated to help the people 
of Haiti." 

recently received my Military Retiree Account Statement.  
Please review the back of your statement and verify who you 
have designated as the beneficiary in case you die.  Mine has 

changed to someone I don't even know (Cathy J. 
McMillin,"wife") as getting 100%.    
 
Based upon the fact that recently the VA had military retiree 
personnel information compromised it is interesting that 
somehow my beneficiaries have changed.     
 
If you look at the broader picture of what this means that 
many veterans probably wouldn't catch this and that as we 
lose more of our fellow service men and women each day this 
would leave their dependents without the benefit they 
deserve.  I will be calling DOD first day they are open as well as 
the DOD IG and local congressman...    
 
Please send this out to the retirees you know and alert them to 
check whether current beneficiary is.  Ask them to pass it 
along." 
 
Chuck Morrow 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ë 

 
 
 
From: Garth Lenz 
Sent: Tuesday, December 15, 2009 

MOUNT ST. ELIAS MOVIE 
 
Our readers may like to keep an eye out for the movie 
"Mount St Elias".  Miss Julia and I just watched it at the Bear 
Tooth here in Anchorage as part of the Anchorage 
International Film Festival.  This documentary revolves 
around an expedition to ski to the sea from the top of 
Mount St Elias, a particularly brutal mountain in Southeast 
Alaska.  This expedition was conducted in 2007, but a 
background story was a previous attempt made in 2002 
which ended up in two deaths.  There were also two saves 
done by 210th Rescue.  The PJs were Skip Kula and Mike 
Wayt.  This HH-60 mission may have the HH-60 altitude  
record for 14,500 plus feet.  The extreme terrain and 
weather is very well depicted.  The team dynamics come out 
too, with the hard and focused Austrian (Axel) and the 
sometimes doubtful teamies that questioned the judgment 
of the bid at times.  PJ's can still face these challenging 
rescues in Alaska and Afghanistan!  There is great extreme 
ski footage too; reminding me of the days Alaska PJ's helped 
cover these championships in the 1990's.  Needles to say, I 
highly recommend. Snowdance film, documentary, 100 
minutes, director is Gerald Salmina. 
G-Man 
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'YUPPIE 911': BEACONS MAKE CALLS FOR 
HELP TOO EASY 
By TRACIE CONE 
The Associated Press 
(10/25/09)  

 
FRESNO, Calif. -- Last month two men and their teenage sons 
tackled one of the world's most unforgiving summertime 
hikes: the Grand Canyon's parched and searing Royal Arch 
Loop. Along with bedrolls and freeze-dried food, the 
inexperienced backpackers carried a personal locator beacon 
-- just in case. 
 
In the span of three days, the group pushed the panic button 
three times, mobilizing helicopters for dangerous, lifesaving 
rescues inside the steep canyon walls. 
 
What was that emergency? The water they had found to 
quench their thirst "tasted salty." 
 
If they had not been toting the device that works like Onstar 
for hikers, "we would have never attempted this hike," one of 
them said after the third rescue crew forced them to board 
their helicopter. It's a growing problem facing the men and 
women who risk their lives when they believe others are in 
danger of losing theirs. 
 
Technology has made calling for help instantaneous even in 
most of the most remote places. Because would-be 
adventurers can send GPS coordinates to rescuers with the 
touch of a button, some are exploring terrain they do not 
have the experience, knowledge, endurance or equipment to 
tackle. 
 
Rescue officials are deciding whether to start keeping 
statistics on the problem, but the incidents have become so 
frequent that the head of California's Search and Rescue 
operation has a name for the devices: Yuppie 911. 
 
WHAT? ME WORRY? 
"Now you can go into the back country and take a risk you 
might not normally have taken," says Matt Scharper, who 
coordinates a rescue every day in a state with wilderness so 
rugged even crashed planes can take decades to find. "With 
the Yuppie 911, you send a message to a satellite and the 
government pulls your butt out of something you shouldn't 
have been in in the first place." 
 
From the Sierra to the Cascades, Rockies and beyond, hikers 
are arming themselves with increasingly affordable 
technology intended to get them out of life-threatening 
situations. 
 
While daring rescues are one result, very often the beacons 
go off unintentionally when the button is pushed in 
someone's backpack, or they are activated unnecessarily, as 

in the case of a woman who was frightened by a 
thunderstorm. 
 
"There's controversy over these devices in the first place 
because it removes the self- sufficiency that's required in the 
back country," Scharper says. "But we are a society of 
services, and every service you need you can get by calling." 
 
LESS TROUBLE, MORE CALLS 
The sheriff's office in San Bernardino County, the largest in 
the nation and home to part of the unforgiving Death Valley, 
hopes to reduce false alarms. So it is studying under what 
circumstances hikers activate the devices. 
 
"In the past, people who got in trouble self-rescued; they got 
on their hands and knees and crawled out," said John 
Amrhein, the county's emergency coordinator. "We saw the 
increase in non-emergencies with cell phones: People called 
saying 'I'm cold and damp. Come get me out.' These take it to 
another level." 
 
Personal locator beacons, which send distress signals to 
government satellites, became available in the early 1980s, 
but at a price exceeding $1,200. They have been legal for the 
public to use since 2003, and in the last year the price has 
fallen to less than $100 for devices that send alerts to a 
company, which then calls local law enforcement. 
 
When rescue beacons tempt inexperienced hikers to attempt 
trails beyond their abilities that can translate into 
unnecessary expense and a risk of lives. 
 
Last year, the beacon for a hiker on the Pacific Crest Trail 
triggered accidentally in his backpack, sending helicopters 
scrambling. Recently, a couple from New Brunswick, British 
Columbia, activated their beacon when they climbed a steep 
trail and could not get back down. A helicopter lowered them 
200 feet to secure footing. 
 
IGNORING RISKS 
When eight climbers ran into trouble last winter during a 
summit attempt of Mount Hood in Oregon, they called for 
help after becoming stranded on a glacier in a snowstorm. 
 
"The question is, would they have decided to go on the trip 
knowing the weather was going bad if they had not been able 
to take the beacons," asks Rocky Henderson of Portland 
Mountain Rescue. "We are now entering the Twilight Zone of 
someone else's intentions." 
 
The Grand Canyon's Royal Arch loop, the National Park 
Service warns, "has a million ways to get into serious trouble" 
for those lacking skill and good judgment. One evening the 
fathers-and-sons team activated their beacon when they ran 
out of water. 
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Rescuers, who did not know the nature of the call, could not 
launch the helicopter until morning. When the rescuers 
arrived, the group had found a stream and declined help. 
 
That night, they activated the emergency beacon again. This 
time the Arizona Department of Public Safety helicopter, 
which has night vision capabilities, launched into emergency 
mode. 
 
When rescuers found them, the hikers were worried they 
might become dehydrated because the water they found  
tasted salty. They declined an evacuation, and the crew left 
water. 
 
The following morning the group called for help again. This 
time, according to a park service report, rescuers took them 
out and cited the leader for "creating a hazardous condition" 
for the rescue teams.  
 
Copyright © Mon Oct 26 2009 08:05:39 GMT-0800 (Alaskan Daylight Time) 
1900 The Anchorage Daily News (www.adn.com) 
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From: Robert LaPointe 
Sent: Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

NEW ADDITION TO FAMILY 
 
 Sorry for the delay in sending out a photo of the new baby. 
However, I have to admit that I have been having way too 
much fun getting my 5 level in baby care. Now that I have 
attained that goal, I am now authorized to care for baby 
Deborah without supervision from Wendie or her mother. 
Good thing I passed my upgrade because mom is heading 
back to her family in Leyte right after Thanksgiving. We have 
a full time live in nanny, which in the Philippines is called a 
yaya. That allows for a full ƴƛƎƘǘΩǎ sleep except for when 
Wendie jumps out of bed because the baby monitor 
announces the sounds of a hungry or wet child and she wants 
to make sure the yaya is doing her job OK. 
 
So without further delay here is the very happy LaPointe 
family. 

 
 

hŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ WƻƘƴ /ŀǎǎƛŘȅΩǎ !LD ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ 
ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ άŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅέΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎŜŜƳǎ 
to be someone who can accurately recall a circumstance or 
reason that offers an explanation and solution to the question 
posed. 
 
CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ Χ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀ communication from Robert 
LaPointe regarding personnel and equipment from days gone 
by.  Robert was attempting to accurately record some of our 
history in his PJ Association Digital Archive. 
 
 
From: Robert LaPointe 
Sent: Friday, December 25, 2009 

WHO ARE THESE PJS 
 
Can anyone ID the names and location of this photo?  Based 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƛƴ ппΩǎ {/¦.! ǘŀƴƪǎ ŀƴŘ the old style harness 
release, L ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ мфслΩǎ ǘƻ ŜŀǊƭȅ мфтлΩǎ. 
   

 
These guys really liked their MK-13s as each has a can of 12 
flares hanging from the jump harness. 
Regards, 
LaPointe 
 
 
From: Charles Hoell 
Sent: Saturday, December 26, 2009 

Subject: WHO ARE THESE PJS - From Lapointe 
 
Left to right:  Butch Neal, Larry Huyett, and Glen Moore, of 
GEMINI 8 fame. In those days some PJ's packed their radios in 
those containers to keep them waterproofed. Nice picture. 
 
 
 
 
9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ ƴƻǘŜΥ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǿŀǊǊƛƻǊǎΣ ƛƴŘŜŜŘΣ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ DŜƳƛƴƛ уΣ ƻƴ 
March 16-17, 1966.  
 

Continued 

 


