CANCPY CHATTER

The Quarterly Newsletter ohe Pararescue Associatio

Quarter 1, 2010

2010 PJREBUNION TO BE
HE.D IN TUCSON

Compiled by Doug Horkand Bill Preble

Even as the final details are still being resolve
it is announced that the 2010 Pararescu
Association biannual reunion for former, retirec
and active duty friends and families o
Pararescue will be held on October-B) in
Tucson, Arizona.

Elsewhere in THIS edition 6&anopy Chatte(Pagess

and 6) is the Registration Form for the Reunion.
urgent reminder is appropriate here:A completed
Registration form is to be mailed to the loca
Association representative, Bill Preble, and NOT

the hotel which is hosting our extravaganza.

In order to fully enjoy the reunion, yoMNEED TO BI
PAID IN FULL AND CURR#@itfT your 2009 and 201C
Association dues. At the 2008 Reunion, it was deci
G2 aF2NBAQ@SE |t 2dziadl
0 & LISAssddiation Amnestyd X G KSNEB*-
subsequent years remain YOUR responsibility.

The Radisson Suites Hotel (6555 East Speec
Boulevard in Tucson) will be our Headquarte
Planned activities include: A rodeo for the Active Di

Continued on page 3
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PHOTO ESSAY: PARARESCUEMEN
SAVE LIVES

From Air Froce Print News Today
By Tech. Sgt. James L. Harper Jr.
1st Combat Camera Squadron

1/23/2010 - PORTAU-PRINCE, Haiti (AFNS)Air Force
Specid Operations pararescuemen were on the scene J
19 with other rescue organizations freeing a-y&arold
Haitian woman who had been trapped for seven days i
collapsed building after the earthquake hit the islar
nation.

The Aimen are assigned tahe 23rd Special Tactic
Squadron at Hurlburt Field, Fla.

A U.S. Air Force pararescueman from the 23rd Special Tactics Squa
Hurlburt Field, Fla., and members of various rescue teams climb a ladd
Portau-Prince, Haiti, Jan. 19, 2010, to get t@®yearold Haitian woman
who has been trapped for seven days in a space in a collapsed buil
(U.S. Air Force photo/Tech. Sgt. James L. Harper Jr.)

More photos appear on Page 4

Pararescue Association Reunion of 2010
information and registration details

Canopy Chatteg Quarter 1 2010

Pagel




TABLE OF CONTENTS Page
The History Channel (Pararescue History Or Personal Stories)
Hail To The Chiefs 6
Who Are These PJs? 19
Chief Fisk Remarks At M3 Dedication 34
50-Year Renion, 6594" Test Group 40
A Habit Of Heroism 49
How To / SelHelp (\A Issues, Personal Tips, Etc.)
FMLA Military Leave Law Expanded 28
DDHMn Qa ! Glinef + 6t S hy 42
VA Statement About 2010 Benefits And Programs 47
Costly Agent Orange Heart Disease Lsom 47
22NJAYI 2 NNAZ2NB X {(i2NARS&a CNRBRY Aac¢KS
Schoolhouse And Statue Update 3
¢CKS az2dzyd 1 22R {SI NOKY 2 KIG ,2dz 5ARY QI 10
Thank You From Afghanistan 11
Airmen Helps Rescue 3 Injured Warriors During Battle In Afghanistan 12
Special Tactics Aien Provide Humanitarian Relief To Haiti 17
Squadron Highlights Capabilities During Afghanistan Rescue Mission 14
bl @& {Stf 526y X ! ¢dz0&az2y |1 St A02LIISNI / NS 20
GCdzy CIl Ot at¢
Mount St. Elias Movie 17
Our Lsses
It Is With Deepest Regrets 35
Awards And Decorations
PJ Chief Selects 8
Graduation Ceremong Class 20093 44
Mayor Names New Fire Chief 41
PJ Wins Lance P. Sijan USAF Leadership Award 46

CKSAaS ¢KAYyIa 2SS 52 X ¢KIFIG hGKSNAR al @&
Pararescuemehielp Save Lives In Haiti

Front Cover

PJs In Haiti 7
La /{!w wSIfte b20KAy3a a{LISOAIf K 30
"Yuppie 911": Beacons Make Calls For Help Too Easy 18
May | Have Your Attention
hdzNJ hG KSNJ . N2GKSNAR X 20
Travis AFB To Dedicate Street Named For Jason Cunningham 26
Pararescue Association Annual Board Of Directors Meeting 28
For Your Personal Pleasure
Pararescue Memorabilia Order Form 43
2010 Pararescue Reunion To Be Held In Tucson Front Cover
Pages %

Canopy Chatteg Quarter 1 2010

Page2




2010 PJ REUNION IN TUCSON

persomel; a trip to Davidothan AFB for an outdool
B-B-Q; local shopping excursions; the possibility of
skydiving event for licensed and current jumpers; as well
other plans still being considered and organized.

Tucson is served by a local commercigbair (TUS) which is
the second largest and busiest terminal in Arizona, Nea
Phoenix (PHX) Sky Harbor International airport is but a
minute drive from Tucson. Both air terminals are served
many of the large commercial airlines, so travel to ararir
Tucson is not too difficult.

Because of the expected resporatendance at this
Reunion, the earlieannounced lodging plans had to b
changed. The Radisson Suites Hotel on Speedway Boule
is the only hotel which will offer the Pararescue Assadaiat
room rate and discount.

¢ KS aiKSYSé¢ Webtkrh &0 bBn§ lydwd céwdboy
attire. Althoughit is not required, people are encouraged ti
enjoy the opportunityto be out of character especially at
the banquet. We are advised that cowboy bootdam hat
with shorts are still OK in most places in Tucson.

SPECIAL OFFERPeople who make their Reuniol
Reservations between March 15 and June 15 will be elig
to participate for a drawing for a FREE NIGHT. The dra
will take place during the éc Breaker Social (Thursda
October 7).

a2NB gAff F2t{€t206 Ay (GKS &
/ I &aA Re&mMal commnubicatton net, as well as in the
May and August issues of Canopy Chatter.

SCHOOLHOUSE AND STATUE UP

Compiled by Doug Horka
The following is an excerpt of recent telephone interviews with !
Cusic of Kirtland Air Force Base

According to the Senior Training Supervisor, Ji
Cusic, the new Pararescue / Combat Resc
Officer Training Centec & ¢ KS { OK 2 &f
scheduled for the first aspect of completion b
early June 2010. The terms of therttract call for
the principal construction to be completed during
Wdzy S @ ¢KS OF NBSNJ ¥
ready.
Continued

SCHOOLHOUSE AND STATUE

When ready, the school and students will leave the present
t 201

Jim Cusic, he estimated that it would bkely that the final

transferred tothe sculptor until later this year or upon releag

/ dza A O

The Pararescue career field WILL get a statue of its
YSY6SNI G2

contract is signed, the memorial can be completed
approXmately 12 months.

The agreement between the contractor and the U.S. Air Forg
that when major facility construction has been satisfactor
2YLX SGSRE Iy STT2NU tdelntefior ad
the building. This will include furnishings, furniture a
computer wiring; a month has been budgeted for this effo
When the fit2 dzi A& G@aA3IYSR 2FF&3
students wil take up residency.

aG201 FYyR o0FNNBft¢ |yR
site of the former Zia Housing area. While discussing this

movein date might not occur until September, 2010.

The schoolhouse cadre was wrestling with the notion
delaying the start of a new class (April 2010) until AFTER|
completion of the new instructional and living quarters. It
unknown if a decision such as this would adversely impact
career field.

Cusic suggested that both the next scheduled issues of Ca
Chatter (May and August 2010) will appropriately conta
dzLJRIFGSa X FyR GKIG GKSNB |
information to the presentations at the Reunion in October.

E

There is little to report regarding the Pitsenbarger Memor
Statue. The FUNDS HAVE BEEN APPROVED, but have
been allocated. In all likelihood, the funds will not |

of the 2011 Fiscal Year budget. The artist is aware of this
understands and agrees.

FAdZNIKSNJ  RGAASR GKI
been proposed; the sculptor has approved and agreed
incorporate them. A medical kit will appear more prominen
beside Pits than in the first design. Additionally, because
new schoolhouse will not have a glasslinged atrium, the Pitg
image will be adjusted slightly (not looking so much to t
departing helicopter).

0S 6 NRSR (GKS af

not until late 2011. It remains the expectation that once t

aL glyld e2dz G642 NBYSYO0 SN

war by dying for his country. He won it by making the

20KSNJ LI22NJ) RdzYyo ol aidl NR
Gen. Gerge S. Patton, June 1944
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PARARESCUEMEN HELP SAVE LIVES IN HAITI |

Continued from Cover

All photos by Tech. Sgt. James L. Harper Jr.
1st Combat Camera Squadron

Dz
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PARARESCUE REUNION
October 6-10, 2010
Radisson Suites Tucson 6555 East Speedway Bivd. Tucson, Arizona 85710

REGISTRATION INFORMATION PAGE
Ro NOT mail anv of this form to the hotel

To make jndividugl hotel reservations, call 1-800-333-3333 or 520-721-7100
Or vw lntemet at www.radissontucson.com, and use promotional code: 1010PR

Identify yourself as a member of the Pararescue Association Reunion in order to take
advantage of our group rate. Reservations MUST be guaranteed and be accompanied by
a room deposit for one night OR be guaranteed with a major credit card.

Reunion Dates: Wednesday, October 6 through Sunday October 10, 2010. Three days
prior to the reunion and three days following the reunion are available at the group rate for those wishing to

arrive early or remain late.

HOTEL INFORMATION

The Pararescue Room Rate is $99.00 per night plus tax for single or double
Hotel Rates occupancy; $109.00 for triple occupancy and $119.00 for quad occupancy. All
rates incdlude a complimentary breakfast for each registered guest.

Cancellations must be requested directly with the hotel 48 hours prior to the day

Can of arrival by 4:00 pm Tucson local time
Check In Time 3:00 pm (1500 hrs) | Check Out Time | 12 Noon (1200 hrs)
Hotel Reservation : .
Se r 3, 2010, after which the hotel cannot tee accommodations
Cut-Off Date I —

REUNION INFORMATION

Registration Price: $135.00
per person includes:

$15 Registration Fee / 520 Hospitality Room Fee / 525 ice Breaker on Thursday
$25 for BBQ @ Davis-Mothan AFB Friday afternoon / S50 Banquet Fee on
Saturday. Both the Ice Breaker and the Banquet will have an available Cash Bar

Reunion Registration
Cut-Off September 25, 2010
Mail Registration and NOTE: You are encouraged to register EARLY, as there will be an additional fee of

appropriate payment to: $25 (540 per couple) for registering upon arrival at the hotel.
Early registration enables the hotel and the Reunion Committee to plan for the
PARARESCUE REUNION | various functions and activities.
P.0.Box 1171
Red Rock, AZ 85145

Active Duty / Reserve / Guard members who have paid for registration but
cannot attend due to military movement will have their money refunded.

DINING SELECTIONS

Banquet diner #1
entrée selections Grilled Chicken Breast
Each dinner Garden fresh salad with choice of dressings / Chef's choice of starch and seasonal vegetables
includes Rolis and butter / Chef’s choice of dessert / Coffee, Tea or Water

Please make note in the “comments” section at the bottom of the registration form if you are interested in a bus trip for
shopping on Friday, or a trip to a casino on Thursday, Friday or Saturday. TRAVEL CAUTION: A passport or passport card is
required for travel into Mexico.
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Avoid the lze fees. Register now and ma

PARAR ESC U E R E U N IO this formwith remittance to:
October 610, 2010

(Radisson Suites Hotdljicson, Arizona PARARESCUE REUNION
P .0O.Box 1171
REGISTRATION FORM Red Rock. AZ 85145
Name(Last, First, Middle Initial) Nicknameor Name on Badge
Association Military ID?
Member Yes No
Spouse or Yes No
Guest
Guest Yes No
Guest Yes No
Street City, State Zip Code
aSYo SN
PostalMailing
Address
a SY o S MBiladdss #1 a S Yo S NBilEadd&ss #2
This information will also be used ONLY to update the Association Roster and Canopy Chaitgiisaili
Registration: $135.00 per person or $260.00 per couple (2 PJs are not a couple!pubtotal $
Pararescue Association Dues (at $20.00 per year) Subtotal $
Charitable donation to the Pararescue BenevolenbAksgion (tax deductible) Subtotal $
R  Enclosed is a check or money order made payalt & RARESCUE ASSOCIATI@Nount $

(If you prefer to pay with a credit card, include the name of the account holder, the type of caa;¢bant
number, the expiration date and the billing address, if different from the residential address noted above)

MAIL REGISTRATIGND REMITTANCE TO THE ADDRESS NOMHD OWAT THE UPPER RIGHT
Foradditional information, contact Bill Preble atvpreble@hotmail.com

Numberof persons attending Banguet Menu Choices
Ice Breaker (Thursday) #1 - Chicken Breast
Barbeque (Friday) #2 ¢ Salmon

Banquet (Saturday) #3 ¢ Beef Tenderloin

#4 ¢ Vegetarian

| am volunteering to help with:

Registration Wed: AM PM Memorabilia Room Wed: AM PM
Thur: AM PM Thur: AM PM
Fri: AM PM Fri:  AM PM
Banquet Table Setting: Sat PM PostBanquet Settings Removal:

COMMENTS OR SPECIAL REQUESTS:
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PJ'S IN HAITI

| believethe troops would enjoy reading thisOur guys are
over the top, the "Best".
John Pighini

All,

The Fairfax County (VA) Urban Search & Rescue Operati
Chiefsent the attached letter to the Commander of the 21
Special Tactics Squadron. Hres some pretty deserving
accolades to those PJ's deployed to Haiti.

Ray "Jolly" Cooper
To: Major Parks Hughes
Commander, 21 Special Tactics Squadron

1520 Hurst St
Pope AFB, NC 28308

From: Rex Strickland
Operations Chief
Fairfax County (VA) Urban Search & Rescue
USAID USA1l
Date: 25-January 2010

RE:Haiti Major Earthquake 23rd Special Tactics Squadron

I would like to take this opportunity to thank yourfallowing
your Pararescue Jumpers to imbed with our Urban Search
Rescue task force. It is hard for me to put into words ju
how valuable your PJs were to us. From rescue operatio
medical care, transportation, surveillance capability, an
personnel security, your PJs were relentless in providin
tangible and extraordinary service to our personnel.

The following members of 23 STS were attached to our unit
1 Master Sergeant Keith M. O'Grady, Pararescue Team

Leader

Senior Airman Patrick N. Thomas, Pasaueman

Senior Airman Jason D. Humes, Pararescueman

Senior Airman Benjamin E. Eggen, Pararescueman

Master Sergeant Paul C. McCarthy, Independent Duty

Medical Technician

= =4 -8 -9

Each and every one of theararescugumpers attached to
our US&R team should be wgnized for their selfless

dedication, which directly resulted in the rescue of several

victims affected by the earthquake in Haiti. MSGT Kei
hQDNI Re& gl & AYyadNHzyYSyalrt Ay
He and his men worked tirelessly for several days

| would like to touch on a few of the operations that MSG
hQDNI R& YR KAa YSy RANBOI
examples of selflessness and compassion for the people

&
5t
ns,
d
g

h

of

Haiti.

O EopoNlgRtelper saxeher lifeiby gettig Aiev qutiof thelqs)

B breathingivie itgbRton. [Traffic gvéstat a standstill; so 1)

2SS TFANBG YSG a{D¢ hQDNI RE
Due to securityssues in the city, we requested the assistan
2T GKS twQa G2 LINRGARS asSo
was heavily congested with large crowds and looters. Fr
the Market, he and his men escorted our squad to seve
sites, which led to the Univsity of Port au Prince; the
tf20FGA2Yy S6KSNB L FANRBRG YSi

The Port au Prince University yielded 5 live rescues. Som
the individual rescue operations went on for over-B6urs.
The victims were heavily entombed deep within the pancd
collapsed 4story concrete building. | witnessed, first han
each of the members working inside of the tunnels wi
concrete breakers, digging bars, and their bare hands to
G2 GKS @AOGAYa® , 2dzNJ t w(
squads as if they hamlained with us for years. The only wa|
to tell them apart was by looking at their uniforms. Th
tunnels they were working in were extremely dangerou
unsupported, and very susceptible to secondary collag
from both undermining and aftershock. Theyekwn it, we
knew it, yet they kept working, focused on the rescue of
many victims as possible.

The tools that your men are equipped with can also
directly tied into the rescue of multiple victims. While we a
heavily equipped, a majority of our tahnd equipment were
delayed on a second plane. Without your rescue tools,
would have not been able to perform the rescues that we d

The conditions that these brave men were working in g
indescribable. They were crawling over decomposed bod
most of which were leaking body fluids and wreaked of
unbelievable stench. They were operating in spaces sma
than a coffin, with dead bodies inches from their face f
hours at a time. Although our team has worked mal
disasters, on very few ocdass have we been forced to worl
on, under, or next todecomposing bdies for such a length
of time.

'd GKS aryS aaxdSz L ¢l GOK
medical care to several of the critically injured victims. Thd
victims suffered from broken ba@s, deep lacerations,
internal injuries, and compartment syndrome. As with o
structural collapse technicians, they worked slueside with

124

day.
With the last victim that came out of the Univerk (i &

building, they also helped save her life a second time
getting her transported to an Israeli field hospital. At on
point, the oxygen was depleted in an effort to keep h

al

twQa 320 2dzi 2F GKS G NUzO|

uncooperative drivers to clear the way for the convoy. It

Canopy Chatteg Quarter 1 2010

Page7

el 2 dz



that type of forward thinking that further exemplifies the|
characterandiRSGSNXAY | GA2Yy 2F @& 2 dzN

hy |y2KSNJ 2LISNI GA2y: GKS
lower a double amputee off a collapsed structure. After th
lowering operation, they organized a landing zone ar
helicopter transport for the very critical patient.

a{D¢ hQDNI} Reé S@Sy ai2LIISR

he observed a small child with a broken arm on the side
the road. His compassion is clear when he did what he co
to reset the arm and do the best he could with what he had.

Furthermore, they went on countless RECON mission
aSO0dzNA e RSGIAfax FYyR Fy S
They assisted with a grid search of an extremely dangerqg
part of the city, which required each member to have boot
on the ground checking hundreds of builds and walking for
hours at a time. At no time was there any resemblance of
complaint.

¢t2 GKS @SNE SyRX @&2dzNJ t WQa
alr¥fsSie FtyR aSOdaNRAGe o [
detached from our Task Force and demobilizedht® airport
to wait for a flight out, they helped once again after one g
our members sustained injuries while operating in a collaps
hospital. We transported our member to the Air Force fiel
hospital, located in a far hanger of the airport, only torbet
08 a{D¢ hQDNI} R& |YyR a{D¢ a
those men attending to our member when | was able t
finally meet up with our injured member at the airport,
shortly after his arrival. It is only another example of the hig
degree of profesionalism and shear dedication that you
men provided to us and we will never be able to reciprocat
They treated our man as if he was a brother PJ.

23 STS did so much more. These examples are only a g
portion of my personal experience with then¥.ou can count
on receiving many more similar accounts from our squd
leaders and collapse technicians in the next days and we
after we get home.

Thank you for the opportunity to work sidey-side with the
heroes of 23 STS and we look forward to heabiagk on with
the disposition of their commendation.

Best regards,
Rex Strickland
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HAIL TO THE CHIEFS
Ay  Alr Kole PVANEWRE S 2F (GKS NRBIR gKS|y
of Release No. 121-09
1ld Dec. 2, 2009
5, From: Michael Long
E O NFMaGRRIP 1P P22PYr § 2 F apmm  OF €
us
S Here's a great article deditad to all those CMSgt's that
helped get all us demented airmen and NCO PJ's through our
a training and through our careers.
Thanks to the Chiefs!
Mike Long
L I@8SR Iy AyadNXzySydlt LI NI [2F
SN a{D¢ hQDNI}IR& YR KA& YSy
GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY FOR CHIEF MASTE
f  SERGEANT RANK
ed  ByBryan D. Carnes
d Air Force Materiel Command PlidbAffairs
D/ | WRIGHTRATTHREON AIR FORCEBASE; Dhial AFRNS)
O  Chief master sergeants were not a part of the Air
Force's enlisted structure when the service was formed
N in1947. It took 11 years until the rank was created.
' This year marks the 50th annivarg of the
establishment by Air Force officials of the chief master
mall Sergeant rank, adding another important chapter to the
Air Force's enlisted heritage.
nd
ks The need to create the chief master sergeant rank was
forged from the technology that World War liqutuced.
In the attempt to end the war as quickly as possible,
officials in the United States, along with those of other
countries, dedicated teams of scientists and engineers
to create the most advanced wavinning capabilities
possible.
While the U.S. nfitary was fighting the war in Africa,
Europe and Asia, U.S. researchers were producing the
most advanced technology ever seen. The emerger|ce
of faster aircraft, bombers, advanced electronics, radar
systems and missiles were on the rise.
With the growthof aviation during the war, President
Harry S. Truman signed the National Security Act |of
Page8




1947 creating the U.S. Air Force. It veasSept. 18,
1947, that the Air Force became a separate entity whichj
"shall include aviation forces both combat and service
not otherwise assigned."

It was not until after the Korean War, however, that Air
Force officials realized that the enlisted corps suffered
from stagnation in rank. Master sergeant, o7 Ewas
the highest enlisted rank a person could achieve. It wag
then that Congress enacted the Career Compensatior
Act of 1958.

The act allowed Air Force officials, and those from other
uniformed services, to create two new ranks, senior
master sergeant, or-B, and chief master sergeant, or
E9. Air Force personnelfafials conducted an idepth
study of all Air Force specialty codes and organized thé
career fields into highly technical, technical and fion
technical fields.

From: Jim Thede
Sent: Thursday, December 03, 2009

PJ CHIEF SELECTS
Here are the 2009 PJ Chief selects:

James E. Clark
Mike Fleming
Jeremy Hardy
Neil McCready
Tom Rich

Matt Wells

Yes ... there were 6, which has to be a record.

Jim

It was decided that 1 percent of the master sergeants
from the highly technical fields would hgomoted to
chief master sergeant. This is still true today, as only 1
percent of the enlisted force at any given time reach the
rank of chief master sergeant.

There were 58,000 master sergeants which qualified for
promotion to either of the two grades.A promotion
board was held to review records and look for
demonstrated leadership and supervisory skills,
evaluations and commander recommendations. Of
those, 625 Airmen were selected to become chief
master sergeants. Since there were no line numbérs a
the time, they all were promoted on the same day, Dec.
1, 1959, becoming the Air Force's charter chiefs.

The rank has flourished since 1959, earning the respect
of all other services and ranks. During the 1970s, Air
Staff officials made "chief" the dfial term of address
for an E9.

One of the original charter chiefs, retired Chief Master
Sgt. James J. Flaschenriem, wrote, "The chief does not
manage by fear or intimidation as the old first sergeant
did, but by knowledge, training and great leadership
ability." (Courtesy of Air Force Print News)

dz
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From: Daid Moss
Sent: Thusday, December 10, 2009

PJ SMSGT KEN HOWK MAKES CHIEF!

Just received a message from a reliable soureé
SMSgt Ken Howk madzhief out of cycle.
David Moss '8492

From:RandyGalloway
Sent: iday, December 11, 2009
PJSMSt Ken Hovk Makes Chief!

Congratulations Ken, Just got to see you out at Ry

Beckmann's retirement, so fitting for you to find that

flradg adNARLIS y260
Randy Galloway

122

From: Jim Muelchi
Sent: iday, December 11, 2009

PJ SMSgt Kedowk makes Chief!

If this is true like with all the other selectee it grea
news. Ken is a great PJ and has worked as hard as al
others to make Pararescue what it is today.

Congratulations to all Chief selectees well deserved

Jim Muelchi
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THE MOUNT HOOD SEARCH: WHAT YOlJ#eliberately rock from side to side, swinging the man @

DIDN'T SEE ON TV

By Craig Roberts
Guest Columnist
January 08, 2010

Clouds form over Mount Hood during December's search for missing
climbers.

Making the decision to suspend a seamidrescue
mission is amog the most difficult that I'm required to
make as Clackamas County sherlfinfortunately, that
was how our rescue efforts for Mount Hood climbers
Katie Nolan and Anthony Vietti ended on Dec. Tthe
mission received national media attention, so you nhigh
think that by now everybody knows everythirtgat
happened up on the mountain. But | want to tell you
about some of the things you didn't see talevision.

On the last day of the search, it was clear that all of the
elements had turned against uS-heavalanchedanger

was so severe that even stable slopes had started to

dide, making it impossible for climbers to head the
mountain. Also, a storm system had covered the
mountain with clouds, posing a serious challeng¢hie
Army National Guard helipters that were helping us
search from the air.

In spite of that, a helicopter took off from Salem that
morning and flew north. This wasn't shown on TV
because there was nothing to see, but all of us on the
ground heard the sound of its rotors as it ¢
overhead, hoping for a break in the clouds over
Timberline Lodge On the ground, a pair dPararescue
jumpers from the 304th Rescue Squadron waited in
their orange parkas for a chance to climb on board and
take one last look for the missing climbers.

One of their commanders described the plan to me:
The helicopter would fly toward the mountain between
cloud layers, fighting 6ile-an-hour winds. If they
spotted something, one of the rescuers would be
lowered using a winch. Then, the helicopter wdd

Canopy Chatteg Quarter 1 2010

the end of the line like a pendulum so that he could tr
to hook the side of the mountain with his ice axkle
looked me in the eye and told me that they would do g
of this, even though the bésmedical advice wevere

n

getting was that there was less than a 1 percent chance

that Katie and Anthony were still alive.

That's just one example of the enormous courage and

dedication | saw on the side of that mountain. Th
members of the Clackamas Cour8heriff's Office who
coordinated the search worked for days on end an
refused to be relievedThey wanted to finish what they
had started, for the missing climbers and for the
families.

Likely one of the greatest acts of bravery during th
entire rescue effort was made by Katie and Anthony
climbing companion, Luke GullbergAlthough we do
not yet understand exactly what happened, it's likel
that Luke set out to get help after there was an accide
high on the mountain. Apparently, he left most fohis
own gear behind with his friends to increase the
chances for survivaland then later succumbed to
exhaustiorand hypothermia during his descent.

Luke's body was recovered early in the search
volunteers, who took time off work and away from
loved ones to help-- putting their own lives at risk to
rescue people they had never metlt isn't widely
recognized, but unpaid volunteers account for mo:s
searchandrescue efforts in Oregon.Of the 107,000
hours spent performing searedndrescue missios in
2008, 85 percent were provided by volunteers.

More than anything else | personally witnessed durin
the mission, | was affected by the patience, the
gratitude and the enduring faith of the missing climber
families. From the start, they were word aboutthe

safety of the searchers, and their concerns only grew
conditions got worse.Yet when Katie's motheDarla,

hugged me, she whispered how grateful she was tha
had made that one last attempt. | was almost
overcome by emotion myself, kndomg that it was
increasingly unlikely that we would find theative. But

in a strange way, her hug and support gave me the

strength to face the family later with the sambws that
the rescue effort was over.

This tragedy has changed the lives of the clirsbe
families forever. Their time on the mountain- hoping
to see their son, or their daughter, or their brother, o

Pagel0

2 <

=




their sister, or their cousin climb out of a helicopter
will always be a vivid memory for them.

Like their families, the members of éhClackamas
Gounty Sheriff's Office and everyone else who fought to
save Luke, Katie and Anthony will always remember
them. By the time | stepped up to the microphones to
announce that the rescue phase of the search had
ended, | felt like part of their faily, and so did
everyoneelse. That takes a personal toll on all of us.
Over the course of a career, these experiences have
lastingemotional impacts. Knowing this, we take care
of ourselves and we take care of each oth&¥e have

to, because there arenore people out there who need
our help, and more families waiting anxiously for news
about a missingpved one.

Each year, the Clackamas County Sheriff's Office
conducts an average of 120 seatahdrescue missions.
That means we launch one every two three days.
Most will never get the kind of attention that this one
received, but they are all just as important to méf.
your mother has Alzheimer's disease and she wanders
away from home, or your brother gets lost white's

out hunting, or your childs missing, you will want me

to deploy every resource available to find themand |

will. It doesn't matter whether anybody ever sees it on
television or reads about it in theewspaper;we do it
because we care.

Craig Roberts is Clackamas County déffier

dz

After 60 years of intensive study, researchers at the Centre
for Strategic Military Studies have finally determined why
Germany lost World War Il...

Dz
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From: Udo Fischer
Sent: Saturday, December 19, 2009

THANK YOU

Our Daughter Susi sent off at &afour packages to PJs in
Afghanistan...

Udo & Susanne,

The team and | received your packages today and

SOSNRBEGOKAY3A 61 & LISNFSOI
much, we all really appreciate you taking the tim
to take such good care of all of us.

You both wald be very proud of the caliber of
Pararescuemen we have working over here, the
3dzéa NB lFoaz2fdzisSte |
0SSy | gFdzAZte odzae 1 0GS
not a ground force commander in theater tha
R2SayQi KIFIDSe Il 1y2aNXYy Fd
call awayX the team has built quite the reputation
0S0FdzaS 2F GKS fAGSNI ¢
saved in such a short amount of tinxethese guys
are true professionals. Again, thank you for th
packages and more importantijyour thoughts and
prayers. Merry Christmas andHappyNew Year to
you and your family.

Chaz
Charles. E. Stiefken, CMSgt, USAF
66 ERQS/CEM
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AIRMAN HELPS RESCUE 3 INJURED WARRIORSthe first landing, taking off right away, in enough tim

DURING BATTLE IN AFGHANISTAN
From: Bill Preble
Source: http://www.af.mil/news
By Airman 1st Class Jessica Green
129th Rescue Wing Public Affairs

12/11/2009- MOFFETT FEDERAL AIRFIELD, Calif. (AFNSM

-- An Air Mtional Guard member from the 129th
Rescue Squadron here recently returned home from her
deployment to Afghanistan after being wounded by
enemy forces while rescuing three injured American
Soldiers July 29.

Capt. Mary Jennings stands with Tech. Sgt. Aaron Butler, a pararescu
from the 23rd Wing, Moody Air Force Base, Ga. Sergeant Butler tre
Captain Jennings for shrapnel wounds in Afghanistan during a July 29,
rescue mission. Captain Jennings is it with the 129th Rescue Wing
at Moffett Federal Airfield, Calif. (Courtephoto)

Capt. Mary Jennings, an HI8G Pave Hawk qulot,
launched her rescubelicopter;call sign Pedro 15, from
Kandahar Airfield, Afghanistan, en route to a convoy
that had fallen under attack after a vehicle struck an
improvised explosive device.

"We couldn't see any enemy fire as we arrived on
sceng" said Maj. George Dona, Pedro 15 pilot, also
from 129th RQS. "We were in voice contact with the
Soldiers on the ground and we could hear over their
radios that they were under distress."

The Soldiers were taking cover from hidden enemy
positions on thewestern side of the convoy. The
helicopter took immediate fire from the enemy upon
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to drop off two pararescuemen in the zone, Major Don
said.

[})

"One shot actually came directly into the cockpit and
pretty much destroyed the entire epilot windshield,"
ajor Dona said. "Captain Jennings took shrapnel
ere was blood instantly all over her side."

The pararescue team lead member from the 71st

Rescue Squadron assigned to the 23rd Wing at Moady
Air Force Base, Ga., stayed on the aircraft after the first
landing to ensure Captain Jennings was all right while
the rest of his pararescue team deplaned to collect the

patients. The HH0G flew about a mile south to escap
enemy fire and to guarantee thdioth the helicopter

and crew were in good enough condition to continu
the save, Captain Jennings said.

"The helicopter was determined fully functional," sh
said. "We couldn't bring ourselves to return hom
without the patients."

Despite the danger he aircrew faced, the crew
including Senior Master Sgt. Steven Burt, a 129th RQS
flight engineer, and Tech. Sgt. Tiejie Jones, a 129th RQS
aerial gunner, returned to the scene after getting a call
from the pararescuemen saying they were ready to haul
out the three patients, Major Dona said.

"Then again, as soon as we landed we took immediate
fire. We landed next to the patients and th
(pararescuemen) were already moving them in,"

said. "We took constant fire, and in about 20 rounds to
the backside othe helicopter the systems started to
deteriorate slowly."

Captain Jennings told Major Dona, who was on contrgls,
to hold the helicopter on the ground through the fire a
she watched the pararescuemen load the patients onto
the helicopter.

"There werepeople yelling, lights flashing, and peopl
screaming through the radios, all while dodging bullet
Captain Jennings said. "Major Dona had a lot |of
patience and confidence in his team to stay on the
ground through all the chaos. His amazing pilotagésskil

saved all our lives."
About 30 seconds after takeoff, the back cabin was full
of fuel, hydraulics were leaking, and systems were not
working correctly. Captain Jennings flipped the fuel
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selector to cross feed between the two fuel tanks to YR y26 X GKS NB
keep the engie from flaming out. This was a huge
factor in keeping the helicopter airborne, Major Dona SRV AVIN=SY
said. Sent: Sunday, December 13, 2009

Subject: AIRMAN HELPS RESCUE 3 INJURED WARRIOR
"As | enabled the second tank, | saw it was ticking do BATTLE IN AFGHANISTAN
to zero as well," Captain Jennings said. "We needed {
land. It was a decision to either crash thnegles away
or land two miles away."

Gentlemen:
Permit me to jump in here.

Last night Angie and | had the current team of
The helicopter crew made the right decision. After{ (eIl el EIEAR (o] MY [Tele)) I (e=1o T fo B aRS] = INeA=T A [T o)
landing the helicopter about two miles south of the [EESUCIEERCIEREESEEREREIENEIRENAR N RICTE TSR]
convoy attack, the crew shut down and quickly secure their two-week paramedic rectification training and were to R
. . to Moody, with several getting ready to head dowenge very
a perimeter to protect the patients. Another H60G )
. . ] shortly. One of the members who was here was on the ‘gt
landed rext to their crippled helicopter and the crew v o
loaded all patients and as many crewmembers a
possible before departing, Major Dona said. From our own mission experiences, we know that every mis
is viewed and perceived from various perspectives; indeed,
"Army OH58D Kiowa helicopters came to retrieve the [ Cl RIS e = LT
rest of the crew,” Captain Jennings said. "Being sma undoubtedly picked up on that when reading the story.
singleengne,  singlerotor, ) two'seater helicopters, | printed a copy of the below mission and had it read aloud
there was no room for us inside. We had to stand o the NCOIC of the team, him adding a bit of ffeaving
the skids and hold onto rocket pods." emphasis and dramatics to the salient and "There | wa
portions of narrative. Naturally, that lit the, "Okay, what red
Sergeant Burt also showed valor during the ordeal thhappte”ed?"s!ight lat which t"t“‘? the thigm'r:dti t?lc_il "thfetr:eStP
; ; ; o e story." Since | am uncertain as to what details of the mis
While pararescuemen were Ioadlng. patlenf[s onto the can/can not be disclosed due to COMSEC, | shallefated it
second HH‘SOG and he _Crew was bglng exfiltrated on here. Probably wouldn't do it total justice anyway.
to the skids of their cover ships, one of the
pararescuemen called for help. Sergeant Burt rar =R Rt V=l C e I8 (s M Qo =le: (31 (= IIEWRaTe) (SIS T=Ti =

through a rain of fire to help, Captain Jennings said. story of the raging gunfight on the ground, of 'Js mixing it
with the badguys while TIC (troops in contact), of 'J prowess
killing skills, and of 'Js doing us proud and perpetuating

"He totally put his life on the line,” she said. "I'm \
legacy of tactical Pararescue.

extremely proud 6my crew's heroism."

) o ) ) ) The team departed our training location just an hour a
Wolol (yTelek:To Q- 1M [CH glello [T AN@Z=TO TN INTCIpII e SRSETO S = eproute to Moody, then, points beyond. | shall contact

is thankful for her crew and their bravery. NCOIC of the team tomorrow or Tueseayice he has time tqg
clean out the tubesand see if the other participants on th{

perspective. If this request is a-go, we'll all just have to wa

everywhere, it wasmazing that no one had an RPG. until a reunion sometime someplacewhich it will be retold.

Everything was covereth fuel, including ourselves." But in listening to the highird 'J relate "the rest of the story"
she said. "It was nothing short of a miracle that welSRERI Rt R ER TSl [ To Mgl RE= ofolgiHige sy ple| DIET s KoL
survived." -I can assure you our current PJ force is tsgled, superbly

trained, wellthought of, and consmmately effectively on thd

Captain Jennings was awarded a Purple Heart by Maji it

Ger,]' Dennis Lu,cas’ commander of the Ca“fomla_ g As the legacy of PJ history continues, it is ineradicably forgg
National Guard, in a ceremony attended by her family o S R e o o L o el
friends and fellow 129th RQW Airmen Dec. 6 at thg

Santa Clara Convention Center. Best regards to all.
Dz Wayne
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SQUADRON HIGHLIGHTS
CAPABILITIES DURING AFGHAN
RESCUE MIKE3N

From: http://www.af.mil/news
By Tech. Sgt. Joseph Kapinos
Air Forces Central combat camera team

12/15/2009 - CAMP BASTION, Afghanistan (AFNS)
soldier is wounded during a joint British and
Afghanistan National Army patrol in Helmand Province.
Stot through both legs, his condition worsens while
being cared for by the medics. It is time to call in the
professionals to get him off the battlefield and to the
hospital. The radios erupt with words the crews had
been standing by for:

"SCRAMBLE...SCRAMB.SCRAMBLE!"

Rushing from their squadron tents and huts, located
close to the flight line and their HBDG Pave Hawk
helicopters, the crews run to the waiting aircraft, strap
in, start the engines and within minutes they are
airborne on their way to th patient.

Pararescuemen receive an injured patient from coalition forces Dec. 8, 2009.
The pararescuemen will administer medical care while in transit to a medical

facility. The pararescuemen are assigned to the 66th Expeditionary Rescue

Squadron deplged to Camp Bastion, Afghanistan. (U.S. Air Force photo/Staff
Sgt. Angelita Lawrence

Time is of the essence and these Airmen from the 66th
Expeditionary Rescue Squadron take it very seriously.

On board the helicopter, racing back to the base, the
parareguemen work as a team, tending to the patient.
One handles all injuries below the waist, while the other

takes care of any concerns above. They work quickly to

bandage the wound on the left leg, preventing any
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further blood loss and verifying no nerve dagea
occurred.

Master Sgt. Don Ballowe inspects hiscaliber machine gun Dec. 8, 2009 af
Camp Bastion, Afghanistan. While the crew-fo®ds the aircraft, they also

inspect their equipment to ensure it is properly working before a rescye
mission. SergednBallowe is a 66th Expeditionary Rescue Squadron flight
engineer. (U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Angelita Lawrence)

The goal for the crews is getting the patient from the
battlefield to the nearest medical care in minimal time.
If they can do that dunig the first hour after being
wounded, the chances for survival are excellent. Aft
that "golden hour," those chances diminish quickly.

D
=

"Time is always critical, so our ability to get to th
patient quickly, have our PJs stabilize him, and th
return the survivor to a medical facility is vital," sai
Capt. Stephen Homan, 66th ERQS flight surgeon. "In jour
world, having those faster transport and response times
helps us give the wounded warriors the best chance
possible, and in the end we can ultimatelgi@ase his
quality of life."

o O
>

A pararescueman looks out the door of an-BIBG Pave Hawk while on the
way to pick up a patient Dec. 8, 2009. The members of the 66th
Expeditionary Rescue Squadron can respond to medical evacuations in [less
than seven minute to pick up patients in need of care. The pararescuemanlis
assigned to the 66th Expeditionary Rescue Squadron. (U.S. Air Force
photo/Staff Sgt. Angelita Lawrence)
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Since the first of September, the squadron has been
very successful in saving lives andisiBgy patients
across Southern Afghanistan.

According to 1st Lt. Caitlin Cima, a 66th ERQS
intelligence officer, the unit has recorded 253 saves and
580 assists while flying 620 missions, a blistering
operations tempo for the crews flying out of the -

run Camp Bastion.

"Sometimes we may have five missions during a twelve
hour alert period, with 2 to 3 of those being 'scrambles,’'
or highest priority, which means someone's life is on
the line," said Capt. Mark Uberuaga, a 66th ERQS
mission pilot.

Airmen load their HH60G Pave Hawk with gear Dec. 8, 2009 at Camp
Bastion, Afghanistan. This ensures the team can respond in a moment's
notice to rescue a patient and have everything needed to treat them. The
Airmen are assigned to the 66th Expeditiond&gscue Squadron. (U.S. Air
Force photo/Staff Sgt. Angelita Lawrence)

"Needless to say, before the temperatures started to
drop, we were extremely busy," he added.

The high operations tempo is mainly due to the changes
in their mission.

Combat search ahrescue is the primary focus for the
crews. They diligently train in penetrating deep into
enemyheld territory to rescue downed fliers and have
been conducting these types of missions since the
Korean War in 1950. During the Vietnam War, rescue
crews reovered 4,120 personnel, including 2,780 in
combat situations. Their dedication to the mission
continues even today, with 470 U.S. or allied personnel
rescued since Sept. 11, 2001.

However, over time, the mission changed from simply
CSAR, and now includesasualty evacuation and
humanitarian disaster relief missions. Their ability to
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adapt to the everchanging combat and political
environment further solidifies their reputation as the
ones to call when lives are on the line.

Airman 1st Class William Gireault looks at the main rotor blades of an HH
60G Pave Hawk Dec. 8, 2009 at Camp Bastion, Afghanistan. This inspection
ensures the HH0G did not receive any damage while picking up a patient.
Airman Chennault is a 451st Air Expeditionary Squadron creaf ¢0.S. Air
Force photo/Staff Sgt. Angelita Lawrence)

"With the exception of the last few years, AF Rescue |as
a whole in the deployed arena has remained niche
based with the CSAR mission focus," said Maj. Joseph
Alkire, the 66th ERQS detachment comman
"Although always capable of ftdpectrum personnel
recovery options, the last few years have seen an
increase and expansion across the board in pararescue
mission set; most notably casualty evacuation |n
support of Operation Enduring Freedom."

A pararescueman provides medical attention to an Afghan who has sufferged
gunshot injuries, Dec. 8, 2009. Pararescuemen are able to rescue patients in
any situation who need medical attention. The pararescueman is from the
66th Expeditionary Rescue Squadrompldged to Camp Bastion, Afghanistan)
(U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Angelita Lawrence)

According to Major Alkire, although other assets are
able to perform certain functions under the "pararescuge
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umbrella,”" the Air Force is the "only service to orgeniz
train and equip a dedicated rescue force capable of full
spectrum pararescue across a wide range of threat and
environmental operating conditions."

gunshot injuries, Dec. 08, 2009he pararescuemen are able to rescue
patients in any situation who need medical attention. The pararescuemen

are assigned to the 66th Expeditionary Rescue Squadron deployed to Camp

Bastion, Afghanistan. (U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Angelita Lawrence)

Pararescuemen provide medical attention to an Afghan who has suffered

the constant alert required by the CSAR mission," Maj
Alkire said. "The aircrews and the parangscteams
continue to maintain the highest level of response an
care in a highly professional manner day in and day o
whenever or wherever they are tasked. | can't ask mo
than that."

¥ 3 4
A pararescueman provides area security while anotheit6B8 Pavélawk is
picking up a patient Dec. 8, 2009. The members of the 66th Expedition
Rescue Squadron can respond to medical evacuations in less than s¢
minutes to pick up patients in need of care. The pararescueman is assig
to the 66th Expeditionary Rege Squadron. (U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sg

"The HH60G and Guardian Angel pararescue forces are Angelita Lawrence)
prepared for all PR missions, from CSAR to CASEVAC,

along with humanitarian disaster relief and non
combatant evacuation operations,” Major Alkire said.

The dual role tasking, for both theater pararascand

CASEVAC in Southern Afghanistan has Air Force rescue
forces gainfully employed. The rescue squadron
regularly employs with Army, Marine and British rescue
forces responding to missions. The ranges of mission

requests are often diverse, from ridgaedimxtractions to

dive operations, casualty evacuations to CSAR

recoveries.

"The highly maneuverable Pave Hawk helicopter and
the PJs are uniquely suited to accomplish them all in

support of sister services and international partners,”
Major Alkire said.

"The rescue squadron has been very successful in takin

on the broader roles in support of the medical
evacuation mission in Afghanistan, while maintaining

While the number of alert calls is diminishing with th
cold weather, the crew's willingness to fly into harm'
way is not. And no matter who the patient is, the sens
of urgency is stilthe same, something for which the
wounded soldier is grateful.

Safely recovered at Camp Bastion, the soldier is quic
transported from the helicopter to the waiting medica
facility, where he is given all the treatment necessary
return him to his urii

It is another save and another successful missi
completed by these Airmen. They return to their room
to wait for the next call, ready and willing to da
whatever it takes to get to those in need, risking the
lives "So that others may live."

From Chuck Morrow
J Fri 1/8/2010 12:29 AM

Don't know if the following is true, but worth a quick check.
Lt. Gen Chuck Pitman, former Deputy Commandant
Aviation with Gen Al Gray, requests that thsteran scoop be|

passed along on the All Hands.

Just wanted to let you know that, the same as many of yo
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recently received my Military Retiree Account Stateme
Please review the back of your statement and verify who Y
have designated as the befigary in case you die. Mine hg
changed to someone | don't even know (Cathy
McMillin,"wife") as getting 100%.

Based upon the fact that recently the VA had military retir|
personnel information compromised it is interesting th
somehow my benefiaries have changed.

If you look at the broader picture of what this means th
many veterans probably wouldn't catch this and that as

lose more of our fellow service men and women each day

would leave their dependents without the benefit the)
deserve. | will be calling DOD first day they are open as we
the DOD IG and local congressman...

Please send this out to the retirees you know and alert them
check whether current beneficiary is. Ask them to pass
along."

Chuck Morrow

From: Garth Lenz
Sent: Tuesday, December 15, 2009

MOUNT ST. ELIAS MOVIE

Our readers may like to keep an eye out for the movie
"Mount St Elias". Miss Julia and | just watched it at the Bear
Tooth here in Achorage as part of the Anchorage
International Film Festival. This documentary revolves
around an expedition to ski to the sea from the top of
Mount St Elias, a particularly brutal mountain in Southeast
Alaska. This expedition was conducted in 2007, bat

background story was a previous attempt made in 2002
which ended up in two deaths. There were also two saves
done by 210th Rescue.
Wayt. This HF60 mission may have the HBO altitude

record for 14,500 plus feet. Thextreme terrain and

weather is very well depicted. The team dynamics come out
too, with the hard and focused Austrian (Axel) and the
sometimes doubtful teamies that questioned the judgment
of the bid at times.

highly recommend. Snowdance film, documentary, 100
minutes, director is Gerald $aina.
G-Man

The PJs were Skip Kula and Mikg

PJ's can still face these challenging
rescles in Alaska and Afghanistan! There is great extreme
ski footage too; reminding me of the days Alaska PJ's helped
cover these championships in the 1990's. Needles to say, |

Air Force

Print News

SPECIAL TACSIGRMEN PROVIDE
HUMANITARIAN RELIEF TO HAITI

By Senior Airman David Salanitri
Air Force Special Operations Command Public Affairs

1/13/2010 - HURLBURT FIELD, Flawo MG130Hs from the
15th Special Operations Squadron and multiple teams fr
the 720th Special Tactics Group deployed to Haiti Wednes
in support of humanitarian operations in Haiti. These teal
bring an array of capabilities with them to the devastaty
country.

"Our special tactics teams have three specific capabilities {
will allow for them to provide the best possible combinatio
of support to Haiti," said Maj. Jason Daniels, 720th Operati
Support Squadron director of operations.

Capability One, Airfield

"We are scheduled to be among the first people on t
ground over there ad we don't know the extent of damags
done to the airfield,” said Major Daniels. "Our goal is to hg
the airfield ready to take on full traffic by tonight. We brin
our own lights and communication equipment so we 4
prepared.” In addition to opening upe International Airport
at Portau-Prince, combat controllers are trained to surve
other areas to look for potential airdrop and landing zones
other cargo and personnel can be accepted into the countr|
required.

Capability Two, Medical

"Our membes are trained paramedics and trained in traun
related to disasters like this," said Major Daniels. "Since
airfield will be open, we will be able to treat and Mediv:
victims if needed. "Just like if we were deployed in comb
we are ready to condtt search and rescue missions to inclu
rescuing members in everything from a collapsed building
an elevator shaft."

Capability Three, Weather

"Weather will play a huge role in air operations. Our Airm
will take onscene observations so incomingaaaft will know
what to expect and can plan accordingly," said Major Dani
The major reinforced that all of the team members who ¢
deploying are dedicated and ready to carry out the missi
"Every Airman we sent has either recently returned from
deployment, is getting ready for a deployment or both," sg
Major Daniels. "Our Airmen are motivated to help the peoy
of Haiti."
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'YUPPIE 911" BEACONS MAKE CALLS FOR the case of a woman who was frightened by fa

HELP TOO EASY

By TRACIE CONE
The Associated Press
(10/25/09)

FRESNO, Calif.Last month two men and their teenage sons
tackled one of the world most unforgiving summertime
hikes: the Grand Canyon's parched and searing Royal Arch
Loop. Along with bedrolls and freezeied food, the
inexperienced backpackers carried a personal locator beacon
--just in case.

In the span of three days, the grogushed the panic button
three times, mobilizing helicopters for dangerous, lifesaving
rescues inside the steep canyon walls.

What was that emergency? The water they had found to
guench their thirst "tasted salty."”

If they had not been toting the devicdat works like Onstar
for hikers, "we would have never attempted this hike," one of
them said after the third rescue crew forced them to board
their helicopter. It's a growing problem facing the men and
women who risk their lives when they believe otherg @n
danger of losing theirs.

Technology has made calling for help instantaneous even in
most of the most remote places. Because woehél
adventurers can send GPS coordinates to rescuers with the
touch of a button, some are exploring terrain they do not
have the experience, knowledge, endurance or equipment to
tackle.

Rescue officials are deciding whether to start keeping
statistics on the problem, but the incidents have become so
frequent that the head of California’'s Search and Rescue
operation has a ame for the devices: Yuppie 911.

WHAT? ME WORRY?

"Now you can go into the back country and take a risk you
might not normally have taken," says Matt Scharper, who
coordinates a rescue every day in a state with wilderness so
rugged even crashed planes ctake decades to find. "With
the Yuppie 911, you send a message to a satellite and the
government pulls your butt out of something you shouldn't
have been in in the first place."

From the Sierra to the Cascades, Rockies and beyond, hikers
are arming themskwes with increasingly affordable
technology intended to get them out of IH#areatening
situations.

While daring rescues are one result, very often the beacons
go off unintentionally when the button is pushed in
someone's backpack, or they are activatednecessarily, as
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thunderstorm.

"There's controversy over these devices in the first place
because it removes the seBufficiency that's required in the
back country," Scharper says. "But we are a socigty
services, and every service you need you can get by calling

LESS TROUBLE, MORE CALLS

The sheriff's office in San Bernardino County, the largest
the nation and home to part of the unforgiving Death Valley,
hopes to reduce false alarms. So it isdsting under what
circumstances hikers activate the devices.

n

"In the past, people who got in trouble seffscued; they got
on their hands and knees and crawled out,” said John
Amrhein, the county's emergency coordinator. "We saw the
increase in noremergencies with cell phones: People called
saying 'I'm cold and damp. Come get me out.' These take it/ to
another level."

Personal locator beacons, which send distress signals|to
government satellites, became available in the early 1980s,
but at a price exceedg $1,200. They have been legal for the
public to use since 2003, and in the last year the price has
fallen to less than $100 for devices that send alerts to|a
company, which then calls local law enforcement.

When rescue beacons tempt inexperienced hikersttempt
trails beyond their abilities that can translate intg
unnecessary expense and a risk of lives.

Last year, the beacon for a hiker on the Pacific Crest Trail
triggered accidentally in his backpack, sending helicopters
scrambling. Recently, a cple from New Brunswick, British
Columbia, activated their beacon when they climbed a steep
trail and could not get back down. A helicopter lowered them
200 feet to secure footing.

IGNORING RISKS
When eight climbers ran into trouble last winter during a
summit attempt of Mount Hood in Oregon, they called fo
help after becoming stranded on a glacier in a snowstorm.

"The question is, would they have decided to go on the tr|p
knowing the weather was going bad if they had not been able
to take the beacons," sks Rocky Henderson of Portland
Mountain Rescue. "We are now entering the Twilight Zone of
someone else's intentions."

The Grand Canyon's Royal Arch loop, the National Park
Service warns, "has a million ways to get into serious trouble
for those lackingskill and good judgment. One evening th¢
fathersand-sons team activated their beacon when they ra
out of water.

=5
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Rescuers, who did not know the nature of the call, could not

launch the helicopter until morning. When the rescuers
arrived, the group had fand a stream and declined help.

That night, they activated the emergency beacon again. This

time the Arizona Department of Public Safety helicopter,

which has night vision capabilities, launched into emergency

mode.

When rescuers found them, the hikerseme worried they
might become dehydrated because the water they found

tasted salty. They declined an evacuation, and the crew left

water.

The following morning the group called for help again. This

time, according to a park service report, rescuers tttoém

out and cited the leader for "creating a hazardous condition”

for the rescue teams.

Copyright © Mon Oct 26 2009 08:05:39 GO0 (Alaskan Daylight Time)
1900 The Anchorage Daily News (www.adn.pom

Dz
From: Robert LaPointe
Sent: Tuesday, November 12009

NEW ADDITION TO FAMILY

Sorry for the delay in sending out a photo of the new baby.
However, | have to admit that | have been having way too
much fun getting my 5 level in baby care. Now that | have

attained that goal, | am now authorized to carer fbaby
Deborah without supervision from Wendie or her mother.

Good thing | passed my upgrade because mom is heading
back to her family in Leyte right after Thanksgiving. We have
a full time live in nanny, which in the Philippines is called a

yaya. That #ws for a fully A 3 Klée@ &xcept for when
Wendie jumps out of bed because the baby monitor

announces the sounds of a hungry or wet child and she wants

to make sure the yaya is doing her job OK.

So without furtherdelay here is the very happy laiRte
family.

Canopy Chatteg Quarter 1 2010

hOOlaAzyltfexs W2Ky /Il aaiRgQa
0S02YSa GKS a2dz2NOS 2F al yOASy
to be someone who can accurately recall a circumstance|or
reason that offers an explanation and solution to the questign
posed.
C2NJ SEI YLX § X conivinicatidre floré BobeftH A
LaPointe regarding personnel and equipment from days gane
by. Robert was attempting to accurately record somewf
history in his PJ Association Digital Archive.
From: Robert Ladinte
Sent: Fday, December 25, 2009
WHO ARE THESE PJS
Can anyone ID the names and locatidrttos photo? Based
2y GKS {GoAy nnQéhe ¢ld style!harnéss y | 2
releasel. LJ I OS (G KS LISNARIRNIAY. widKiSn
These guys really liked theitK-13s as each has a can of 12
flares hanging from the jump harness.
Regards,
LaPointe
From: Charles Hoell
Sent: Saturday, December 26, 2009
Subjectt WHO ARE THESE PB&m Lapointe
Left to right: Butch Neal, Larry Huyetgnd Glen Moore, of
GEMINI 8ame. In those days some PJ's packed their radiog in
those containers to keep them waterproofed. Nice picture.
9RAG2NDA y2GS8Y ¢tKSaS GKNBS 4| NN
March 1617, 1966.
Continued
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