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ALLOCATE®CONSTRUCTION WE

UNDERWAY
Targeting April 2010 Movin date

Compiled by Doug Horka
The following is an extract from a recent telephone interview w
SMSgt. Ryan Schultz of Kirtland Air Force Base

A new campus for the training and education ¢
future Pararescuemen and Cdmt Rescue
hFFAOSNAR Aa a2y &O0OKS|
phase completion and occupancy in the spring
2010. Even before completion, the PJ and CI
career fields will have a permanent home for
generation or more.

G! ®{ @ { Sy o tNMisSidastK¥3S yFA- G
help Kirtland keep up with increased enroliment at t
facility. The Pararescue/Combat Rescue Officer Sc
provides the majority of training for Pararescue a
combat personnel, who go everywhere, from sta
struck by hurricanes taf-flung battlefields, to rescue
LIS 2 LI S ¢

Construction continues at the former Zia Park farr
housing area at Kirtland. Included among the facilit
being built are the Rescue and Recovery Trair

Continued on page 3
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PEDRO IN AFGHANISTAN

Old name; newr bird; same mission

Compiled by Doug Horka
CNRY GNIFFAO 2y W2KyYy /| daiRed
from information from Doug McGill and Aaron Farrior

Gt SRNR ¢ ¢ | &-sigh Kri§inalNdgiRekic®the G
HH43 Kanan Husky helicopteramployed in Vietham.,
Those Pedros had several roles; Local Base Res
fire fighting, Medivac and Combat Rescue. Today
Afghanistan, the Pedro role has been assumed by
HH60. The mission ¥l A y & (i Ksve BuésY S

The following photo essay is lengthy, but was deen
appropriate for this publication and this readershi
The pictures have been reduced in size for Can
Chatter. Full size images can be seen
www.michaelyoronline.com/pedros.

The photo essay was prepared by Michael Yon.

A biography of Michael Yon appears at the end of the article

kﬂ 2003 Michaed Yan

September 14, 2009 Helmand Provincghadfistan

With the war increasingAir Force Pararescuéas been
crisscrossing the skies picking up casualties

Continued on page 10
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SCHOOLHOUS®ntinued from Page 1

Center (RRTC) encompassing approximately 32
ft>. There is also a Logistics Center of another 25,
ft>. Future expansions are expected to incorporate
Aerial Operations Facility (including a wind tunr
suitable for freefall parachute training) and ar
Aquatic Rescue and Recovery Training Center.

These latter two structures are not yet fully funde
but there is optimism for Fiscal Year 2011 appro
and commencement. (The fiscal year goes fr
October 1 to the following September 80 In order
to assure that future PJs and CROs will have prc
facilities, some concessions had to be made in -
INITIAL allocations, but sources indicate that with {
next budget submission (FY2011), there could
some recovery of concessions.

2 AGK iKS AyOf dzarAzy 27
parachute proficiency auld be increased by sever:
factors as travel and expensive aircraft flight tin
could be avoided. Further, during periods of reduc
Pararescue usage, the site could be made availabl
other USAF or military fretall trainees.

The Rescue and Recoyefraining Center serve
principally to provide education to PJ/CRO candida
in EMT Medical Training as well as serve as the he
base for the balance of the Pararescue Apprent
Course.

Dz

I NIAadQa NBYRSNARAy3 27
Training Centeg¢ October 2009

PITS MEMORIAL NO LONGER
a{ ¢! ¢' 9 hCUNNE

Resourceful appropriation entry yields success

Compiled by Doug Horka
Following interviews with key planners, players ali
participants in the process

Resourceful(adj); able to meet situations; capiebof devising
ways and means; able to successfully deal with extermappsed
problems or limitations 62 S6 a i SNRa bAyicF
Dictionary)

Following years of financial struggle ai
numerous creative challenges, it now appe:
that the only membe of the Pararescue
ONRPUGKSNK22R (2 0SS I gl
Honor, the Medal of Honor, will finally b

YSY2NAFEAT SR G6AGK |
Gt AGaéd tAGasSyol NASNE
YIe& tAPSeés gAff KI @&d

placed at the newly constructed Pararescue
Combat Rescue Officer Training Center at Kirtl:
Air Force Base, Albuquerque, New Mexico.

USING THE FINE PRINT

Beginningnearly severyears agowith the upgrade of
the Award to Pitsenbarger from the Atorce Cross tc
the Medal of HonorPararescue Chiédruce Hickson
(then Commandant of the PJ Training School) wan
to create an appropriate place to house and displ
GKS blriAz2yQa KAIKSaAld K2
Center at Kirtland AFB in Albugngue, New Mexico.
As time evolved, Hickson, whose time remaining

Continued on Page 4
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the Air Force was short, also decided to invest
G2LILR NI dzyAGiASa F2N GK23
In addition to seeking approvals for major upgrades
what has become the PJ/CR@aiing Campus, he
chose to investigate the feasibility of having a bust
Pitsenbarger prepared for display at th
Ga0K22f K2dzaSé¢ o

Beginning with the inspiration of a statue of th
Rescue Angehe soon received advice that he had <
his goals regardg Pitsenbarger too low. A loc:
a0dzf LJA2NJ FRY2YAAKSR KA
AAAYATFTAOLIYHl RSaASNBSa Y:
that, the idea for a lifesize or larger statue was born.

Hickson brought this idea to the Pararesci
Association, and in 2002 6& | OOf A Y i
to create a statue of Bill Pitsenbarger was begun.
artist was selected and a miniature rendition of tf
proposed final statue was created. The miniature,
maquette as it is more properly known, was °
principally serveas a visual reference of what was 1
come as supporters sought to solicit contributiol
from potential donors.

In the intervening years, many efforts have been
forth to raise the capital needed to commission al
create the final product, but the effts have, to date,
sadly fallen short of the goal.

NOW, THAT GOAL IS ABOUT TO BE ACHIEVED.

Ironically, it is a modest and generally unimposi
budget lineentry, nestled among the hundreds c
details associated with the appropriations needed
constructa new PJ/CRO Training Centehich has
succeeded where years of fundraising hopes ¢
aspirationshad fallen short ofsuccess In October
2009 it was learned that sufficient dollars required
create (cast) and mount the Pitsenbarger Statue h
been entatively approved and authorized.

l'da 2F SINIi& hOG20SNE Hn
included in the site preparations of the new Resc
and Recovery Training Center.

As this is written in mido-late October, the project is
only awaiting confirmatin of the release of funds

GKAOK gAff SylrotS {(GKS
aiNBiOKE¢ -dntipatet@mlesioy.a
Dz

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

J. Mark Rowland, Sculptor

The following summary presents the conceptual basis i
general description of design considerations regarding
sculptural memorial honoring Airman William H
Pitsenbarger.

The presentation, as illustrated by the rendering, w
developed to accomplish several key objectives. From
standpoint of design, the bold stone base serves not o
to achieve a dignified and refinguesentation, but also to
set this sculpture apart from visually competitive elemer
in the immediate environment of the memorial. The stoli
base additionally provides an ideal format and devi
upon which to present an enlarged cast facsimile of {
Medal of Honor. Moreover, at the size proposed, the be
allows the portrait to be configured in a kneelin
orientation while still achieving a properly elevate
position. The cast bronze sculptural figure will |
executed at about 110% of life size ane: tbomposition
will stand about seven feet tall.

The kneeling posture was chosen as highly appropriate
this portrait inasmuch as it reflects the position that
would have often assumed while providing aid. |
unequivocal role as a combatant is etljyaeinforced by
the firm and ready grip upon his weapon. His upper bc
is turning hard and his head is lifted skyward. T
presentation thus remembers thepée event as it unfolded
on 11 Aoril 1966, near Cam My, Vietnam, in whic
Pararescueman Pitsearger chose, irreversibly, tc
commit himself to the ground engagement and last si
his helicopter withdraw over the jungle canopy.

The artists, J. Mark Rowland, partnered with his w
Cynthia Rowland, have recently completed commissit
including the Senator Dennis Chavez Memorial on Ci
Plaza in Albuguerque, New Mexico, as well as the colo

GCtf 2NARIF tFydKSNRE TFT2NI {
Orlando, Florida.
¢KS IINIAa&AG adGl Sy da2S8 oAt

Memaorial with a powerfulpresence that reflects not only
the portraiture of Airman Pitsenbarger, but will convey t
demonstrated firmness and gallantry of purpose. It v
thus personify the noble mission and creed of all |
brother Pararescuemen, for which he gave the ultime
YSI adzNE 2F RSQ@20GA2yY ¢KI

Continued on Page 51
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A LITTLE BIT OF ARRS HISTORY

Contributed by Doug Horka

N

&\C

I f2y3r t2y3 GAYS | Jkbaganmy Pararescue Traihidg affaldonB:for
Force Baseirk(2 ¢ O2y @SYyASyidiuv hNIlyR23X Cf2NARI @ ¢
NBIf ! ANJ C2NDS FaS GKAy3Iax tA1S Ndzyglea :
was the homeof SY SNI f . NR21& o6fFGSNE &2dzQft aSS dGKFEG Al &t

the Commander of ARRS at the time. As a Pararessmdidateand a sparkling new A3C fresh from Basic Training at Lack
AFB, | was sent theralong with a couple of dozen other hopefuls to enjoy/endure various forms of PT for six days a week
the guidance of grizzled veteran PJ instructors (who were probably stitefirat Airmen First Class-8 themselves). Anyway
back to General i®oks.

hyS 2F (KS GKAy3a KS gta AyaSyid 2y R2Ay3 6l & aYlN]SGA
contingent of Pdhopefuls help prepare mailings which included the following piece. The item was prepared by the f
nQa YR mdocnQa OFNI22yAaild aAiftidz2y [/ FyAFFE ONBIFG2N 2

GGfS LIASOS 2F wSaoOdzsSktl NI NBaOdzS KA al2NE

RO WONDERMENT OF MINE COULD MATDH THE THORSHTS OF DESPRIRING
NUM“ CLINSING TO CRASH-SMWNED RAFTS ;

o THS -
LOST A6 (T 15 SETWEEN SRAY Y AND SRS WATER, THIS MUST
%5 THE F00% OF EARTH OREADED BY MEN N COLIMEDS DRy —
BNTIL THE FRST FAINT ENOING SOUND EISES A DECIBEL. ABOVE THe
SMPTY EOAR OF SILENCE AND CESPR ...

HIMANE #AYDAY CRY FELL UPON SELMESE RARS.,

WE WIS "Wl DONE " AND CLOSE THE KEY. : E

74!
2 A o Dodens L. AORIKR
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COMBAT SEARCHSRRBJE
HIGHLIGHTED IN NHW
COMMERCIAL

From the US Air Force Web Site
Contributed by Bruce Hickson

10/6/2009 - RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE, Texas (ARNS)
commercial highlighting combat search and rescue, or CSAR
Airmen began airing Oct. 5 in television hets and select movie
theaters across the country.

"CSAR" shows the teamwork involved to locate, communicate with T L

and recover downed aircrews and isolated personnel. IV ERS I T
oy

Let's Celebrate It

HH60G Pave Hawk helicopters, like those pictured here,
featured in a new Air Force television commercial th
highlights the combat search and rescue career field. T
commercial began airing Oct. 5, 2009, and is the third in t
Air Force's latest scienefiction themed campaign. (U.S. Ai
Force photo by MasteBgt. Dave Nolan)

) |
Because you can never be Loo sure

The commercial is the third in a series. The first two highlight the
technologyof unmanned aircraft systems and space operations.

"Combat search and rescue is a critical mission in the Air Force,"
said Col. Michael Tillema, Air Force Recruiting Service director of
strategic communications. "As a former CSAR6BE Pave Hawk
pilot, I'm very excited that we are showcasing one of the Air
Force's unique missions. I'm sure itll resonate with young people
of today who are looking to do something incredible with their
lives and want to be a part of a great championship team."

"CSAR" wa produced by contract ad agency GSD&M Idea City of
Austin, Texas, for AFRS. Thes86ond spot will air on the Adult
Swim, BET, Comedy Central, ESPN, ESPNews, FX, FOX Socce
MTV, NFL, Speed, Spike TV, TBS, USA and History channels.

The Air Force'siew sciencdiction campaign is geared toward
demonstrating technology once thought to be science fiction but
actually is being employed by Airmen today. Each commercial spo
is portrayed in a cinematic, siienvironment and then revealed in

U

the end tobe missions that are not science fiction but rather what Because even SEALs, Green Berets and Recon Marines need to call 911
the men and women in the Air Force do every day.
Dz

Canopy Chatte¢ Winter 2009- 2010 Pageb
|




All acknowledgethow combat and Pararescue affected their

/- SYGANB fA@Saod 2S gSNBE az2ft|RA

Emotions ran high when Billy Brinson brought out a tape|of

S his Silver Star mission, Bingo 505. They were doubled when

-t
E‘; George Webber presented Billy Brown, classler till Joe
> -

1

page book of photos of classmates and teammates from|P

d;l‘,'), +A3FNBE FANBR KAY 0S50l d&asS KS
® 4 g, |

USAF PARARESCUE old statements that became part of our genre from the
adopteddt 84 Y2@OAS a/22f 1 FyR
betK SNS . 200+ fSgezé FyR aL o

BROTHERHOOD MAY BE SEPARATED TisYproud group of professionals earned 4 Silver Stars and
a

MILES, BUT ITS SPIRIT LIVES IN THE HEARPSNJ vp 5C/Qad 2S 4SNE Y2

. . career in Pararescue, (Fredzo, Swand Muelchi) as well as
Contributed by Fred Jenk T
oniributed by Fred Jenkins those that chose the civilian path. (Dave Clafkggade

The Grand Lake Colorado, sumnumattage home of Bill
McDonald underwent a transformation as nine
Pararescue Classmates of -0 arrived for a 46
anniversary reunion.

George Webber, (Postman), Billy Brown, (Executivetbire

Schoothrough our days at NKP in 1971 and 72. Many used

teacher), Billy Brinson (Baptist Minister), Paul Perry (Lean
Manufacturing), Steve Rhody (Maui, Hawaii Paramedic),

of the National Registry of EMTs), Joe Gill (US Veterans
Affairs Administrator) and our deceased brother Dennis

t WQa CNBR GCNBRI 2¢ WSyl Ay a YilignRog(KogiakParamediclEielghten. s s ges |ps

D

GUKS 1 ALLASE 2S00SNE { 0SOKy. flcKied fofn MR, MAEE RRdZ7 o $es.

a. Af t 8ruzP&ul Perry, Dave Clark and Bill Brow

i h in in 2014 Mexico with th
rekindled the brotherhood that only men who have ans are to gather again in 2014Gancun, Mexico with the

thought of bringing the wives so they can learn of the fiber

completed Pararescue training can understand. GKAOK AKILISR GKS tA0S83 27 |GK

o . ) be moving slower and the topless babes on the beaches w
Missing in action from the 12 members of-FQvere Jim g P

D A g f - A N
adSt OKAS W28 DAtf IyR 2dNéiRe88r 48R ONRGKSNI 58yyAa / o
Wwilliamson. Many thanks to Bill Brown for orgaimg the event and for

. : . Bill McDonald for providing the wonderful accommodations
Stories abounded regarding PJ school, combat experience P g

¥ - T2 N 9 d.cqordinati daily jaunt: - <
YR fATSQa &d00Saasda | yR Sadeg0r PR M s k2ys Orttoa
made touching base with other PJ brothers. The following article was written by Tonya Bina/styDaily

. . L . News. While there are some things that were not factual
Forty years of life experiences caused curiosity surroundlnguch as the durationfoour training being only 8 weeks
physical and perswlity changes that can take place in h '

classmates. We were comforted that even though we hadt
aged, a brotherhood centered on camaraderie, mutual
respect and physical health that was established durin§ 70 Eredzo Jenkins

PJ training in 1969 remained today. CMSGT USAF (Ret), Class 70/3
Dz

he most part, | feel it captures the intent of the moment.

A 7.5 mile ke through the Rocky Mountain National Park

Q ?

ave decided to include the article in its original form. Hor

NE@SHEt SR GKEG S@Sy cn @&SENGpEEfh BERD: RORMER ELTE 3R 'HoR

regardless of the elevation. A simple whitater raft trip
occupied another day; however, the focus of attention :

seemed to fall upon the well endoweaftrguide who led the giyﬁ”ggis'&aéws

wild group of old men. Cameras were flashing throughoutgrand county, Colorado

the reunion. Bill McDonald even arranged for a local Submitted by Fred Jenkins
newspaper reporter to record some of the memories of the

UNIT GATHERS IN GRAND COUNTY

Class(SeB2f t 2 6Ay 3 | NIR Ot 8= & { LIBIA2{R B2¢NEk | 20SNPPO | 2t R &2 tzN
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The sentences are swiflelivered, but the voicés calm in the  Distinguished Flying Crosses and 100 Air Medals for missions
midst of gunfire as a Navy pilat who managed five days of that took place in battle zones of both North and Sout
survival surrounded by the enemy is hoisted out of a war  Vietnam. Silver Star recipients on the team were Brenson, now
engulfed jungle. In the helicopter, an HHo G W2 f f &a BaptiEt Swhister in Texas; Paul Perry, now a contact

DAFYy(dzé 1 ANJ C2NOS t I NI NB a O dzSmehotiabriof \Brginia,NaBdyGe@rgé WEbbeR, a tetirdd Hgstman 6
to the knee, but maintains gunfire 85 bullets a second as in California, and the late Dennis Williamson, who was |a
the pilot rescue continues. firefighter in Alaska.
G{ dzNIDA @2 NH & O2YAYIAYGKSR22 NIt KIS KSASTYyAYISEHS Sy TN S OEINEA 1|8 &
G1 2t RE2dz2NK2@SNXWP | Sya Of2aSed NEARIBEKK ABINDéal O52y |t RY | 2
[ I 1S ot caultl spéak English, and they captured radios $o
The engineer directs the chopper pilot in rapid releases. they could hear the radio transmissions. What they would
often do, is if a pilot was down, they would take a smoke
a | @ your hover...Survivor's at the door....Survivor's coming grenade and pop it, so we would think it was our pilot. So then
AYoddd { dzNBAG2NHAEA OAYIl dzRA 6 f S the chpppersiwiouldBgdniiandi gethimK &hé they'dd dadot K
KSt A02LIGSN) R2gYy dé
It was deemed the most
dangerous airescue Missions involved rescue packages with four rescue escarts
mission of the Vietnam suchasM a{lyReéaé¢ | f2y3aiRS (K|S .
War and featured on the carrying four pararescuers on board. Pararescuers would
History Channel some descend into junglesswamps, mountains and forests on
four decades later.In the cable and winch. In Vietnam, rescue crews helped save 4,120
5 : community room of the lives, according to the National Museum of the U.S. Air Force
L — g . ! Shadow Mountain Yacht Of those, 2,780 were in combat situations.
Club, Grand Lake, last week, Brenson and fellow Vietham
pararescuers listened to the recording of that mission, a tape Amazing' support
Brenson had brought. For each, the gunfire staccatos andOn the ground, pararescuens whoseY 2 G i2 A& da¢ KL
intercommunication betweendowned pilot, support aircraft a I & [tAs@lilged and helped hoist the injured to safet
and pararescuers was chillingly familiar. 2FGSYy dzy RSNJ T AshdB for pard junipérs kheyd t W3
were volunteers and gathered more decorations {mean than
The sounds and visions of such missions shaped them forever. any other U.S. Air Force group.
Brown guesses titeam members saved a total of about 3
A reunion pilots in combat situations.
The men had gathered at the shore of the reservoir at Bill
MacDonald's partime home for a reunion, one thamarks 40  Erv Petty, now an EMT manager in Alaska, sustained bullets to
years to the day they began the rigorous training that would his hand and arm on Good Friday, April 9, 1971, during a rescue
sculpt them into an Air Force special operations group, parallelmission. His arm was saved.
to Navy Seals, the Delta Forces, or the Green Berets.
aLOYE y23G | oA20dUia KOSKNRUA &8Y2>dz okdk(iR
They would become among the most highly trained emergency
trauma specialists in the U.S. military. They endured intensed ¢ KS adzLJLl2 NI 2F S| OK 2GKSNJ Aa
training in freefall, water and forest parachuting, survival in all a fifth-A N> RS (Sl OKSNJ Ay Cf 2NARI a
terrains and weather, scuba diving, and combat medicine overin the evening and talk. You ever sit with a crowd of people
a period of eight weeks. and everyone talks over yoand interrupts? | have never see
that happen here. The respect for what you have to say and
In the summer of '69, 12 young men on Macfald'sSpecial the waiting for your turn to speak, it just flows naturally fro
Forcesteam were worlds away from Woodstock and the all of us. And we have a very edgy sense of humor. It's a huige
Summer of Love. They were competing with themselves andpart of what holds us togethes.
80,800 other airmen to join the ranks of the elite.
¢ KS i SiyeaQeunion pt Snow Mountain Ranch of th
L 1AYR 2F t10St Al & (KS Y RéckiesWs jatiehded with only fve dhikvingt A O £ £ & | SE
training yalz O2dzZ R 32 GKNRdzZAKZ¢ alAR . Aff . NRgy 2F / 2fdzyodzaz
Ohio, the man who arranged the team'’s reunion. aLy 2yS gl & 2N Fy2G8KSNE F-2 dzNJ
Those 12 men nine of whom attended the reunion would GNF dzYF GAO a0GNB&ad RAA2NRSNEE | . N

make up the most decorated team of its size in the Vietnam affects you at difrent parts of your life. For some reason
War, garnering four Silver Stars, two PerpHearts, 25 when you get older, it's not as bad when you were younger,

Canopy Chatte¢ Winter 2009- 2010 Pages
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some of the guys didn't feel they wanted to get together, but ¢ ¢ KS 2y S GKAyYy3a GKFGi4a NEladdf
GKA&E GAYS (GKS& RARO®E sisters in arms right now that may pay with some blood, or
the darkness of their minds sometime in the future, and w
ought to be taking care of those folks for the sacrifice they a
YI1TAYy3dZé &aFAR t SNNEB O
G¢CKSNBUa | ¢gK2f S K SQbntt coderbadk
from this one, and who didn't come back from the last. An
gK2 g2yUdi Ay GKS Fdzi dzZNB d¢

Dz

THANKSGIVING WISHES

Shown from left to right on the picture under the Grand Lake Marque
Dave Clark, Paul Perry, Fred Jenkins, Irv Petty, Doug Brinson,
Rhody, Bill McDonald, Georae Webber, Bill Brown

WLGUA | o2dzi K2 lke goifig tdotBeyNRIS R Ghdt

32 G2 GKS 21 ftfz¢é¢ al O52yF{fR a
asSYZ2NRLE @ alLdy adnNB dKSNE gEre e e i e e N e
O2YAy3z y2u 1y26Ay3 GKE U 52 da N e e A o et e R e
, A . I Voual | LILIR ¢KFEyla3aAagay3a X y2
RIS RN AR RN Ll (2 OSfSoNrGS®  !yR X AT 224
Lis2LX s> uKse Oby NbFtte 2LISHE actively engaged in service, THANK YOU for making
reunion 1S less at_)out th_?'r time at,war, ,bl{t abo_ut the present possible for the rest of us to enjoy the freedom YOU prov
aL0da I 0 2 dzi K2 g 6S 02YRSR FNRPY

supportive of each other now as old guys. We've had a gre

time hearirg about how everybody's life is. So that's what

G2RIF8U4a ad2NE Aaot

During the week, the men whitewater rafted, went out to

dinner, hiked mountains, and took in the scenery. They als

learned that the husbanavife divorce rate of members of their

team isamong the lowest in the military.

L FGGNROGdzGS AG G2 dzyRSNaGL e P— {

own, but somebody else's and the pain and suffering you se
LIS2L)X S 32 GKNRAZAKZEéE . NRgy &l

The men acknowledged that Americans' reception of today'
military men and women is starkly different from their era.
There was no postvar counseling then, and they experienced
little respect for the time they served, forcing them to stow
away their past.
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PEDROS IN AFGHANISTEAbBhtinued from Page 1

¢KIFIGQa (KS  DHeEn&nd
Province, the opium capital of the
world. Those fields are the great AT
of our enemies here. The fertilize
used to make those fields green is th
same fertilizer used to make countleg
bombs. We are flying in a special U,
Air Force Blackhakvhelicopter to fetch
a seriously ill British Soldier

In Irag, many of the casevacgcasualty
evacuations)were done by ground forces. I
other words, if we hit a bomb or got shot
soldiers would load up the dead and wounde
and rush them to the CSH (Cbat Support
| 2aLAGEE 2N aOl aKEO @
the fighting occurs outside the cities and far awy
from the base hospitals. Rescue helicopte
stationed at places like Bagram, Kandahar Airfi¢
and Camp Bastion have been flying thousands
missions.

Air Force Rescue Helicopters launching on
mission from Camp Bastion.

¢KSNBE | NS ydz¥SNRdza KS
in Afghanistan. For instance, the British ha
MERTs (Medical Emergency Response Teg
that fly in a CH7, and the U.S. Aty uses
Blackhawks as does the U.S. Air Force. Spg
operations teams normally cover their ow
evacuations.

Canopy Chatte¢ Winter 2009- 2010 Pagel0
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This U.S. Army rescue helicopter parked at Ca|
Bastion (Helmand) flies with the Red Cro
symbol allowing the enemy to get a better aim

the helicopter. Unfortunately, by displaying th
Red Cross symbol, the helicopters are n
allowed to carry miniguns or other larg
weapons. This seems a rather questional
decision given that the Taliban and other enemi
could not give a hoot about lawlt is unclear why
the Army decided that a red cross provides mo
protection than miniguns.

¢CKS&S ! ANJ C2NDS dat SRNB¢ NBaOdzS KSt A
miniguns), and the PJs all carryduifles. They do fire those weapons in combg
In July, a helicopter swooped down during a rescue and picked up some wou|
soldiers and then was shot down. The second Air Force helicopter had to gg
U.S. Army patients off the bird that had been shot down. But there was not end
room in thesecond bird for the Pedro crew. (No injuries.) So the tiny Arm{3&®H
Kiowa helicopters flew omtKiowas only seat two people and both seats we|
fullt and some of the Pedro folks had to clip onto the skids and fly out like J&
Bond.

The damaged heliger was left behind. Bullets had hit a fuel line and caused
fuel to leak out, and so the pilot had no trouble landing, but the helicopter was 1
stuck in the middle of nowhere. So after the Pedros rescued U.S. soldiers whq
rescued Pedros, othiesoldiers flew out to rescue the Pedro helicopter. The pl
was to cut off the rotors and have a bigger helicopter use a cable to lift out
Blackhawk and fly it back to base. But when the soldiers started using a saw d
rotors, sparks hit the fuehat had leaked and the Blackhawk burned to the grour|
¢CKS ! N¥e (AfftSR GKS ! ANJ C2NDOSQa KS¢

‘ © 2009 Michael Yon
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The helicopters take hits. On another mission
Helmand, an RPG shot through the tail but luck
it missed the transmission; if the RPG had hit t
transmission, the entire crew likely would hay
been killed. And so . . . those miniguns come|
handy. The gunners are great shots and ¢
return accurate fire within seconds.

Pagell




Some readers have gotten upset that | call the
at SRNR ¢ KAy kefrat. (lie
concern is welcome but not warranted in thi
Orasded ¢KS t SRNRA R2y
Pedro patch.

¢KS tI NNBaddzS YSRAO3
The SEALs, Delta, Rangers and Green Beret
hold the PJs in high regard. Firstlye PJs are
among the best medics in the U.S. military (v
have incredible mediasd 2 G K Q&
statement). Secondly, PJs go through just ab
any combat training available, ranging from HAI
i2 Y2dzy Gl AySSNAy3 2
gearhere at Camp Bastion and have had to use
to recover soldiers who were killed after thi
enemy blew their vehicle into some water. In
different war, the Pedros would be tasked t
rescue pilots who might be shot down hundrec
of miles into enemy territoy.

|
e
© 2009 Michael Yon, |

As we fly out to pick up a sick soldier, the do
gunners and PJs tefite the miniguns and Mis.
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When we get low, the PJs sit with their fegq
hanging out the doors so they can return fire, b
dzlJ KAIK (GKS& NBfIE Iy
thel St YI YR wWA@GSNI I yR LI

The Pedro commander, Major Mathew Wenthe, said that Secretary of Defense Robert Gates had issued a directive thatied baseiadcuated and arrive g
the hospital within one hour of the call. Pedros imdeto fulfill that directive.

The Pedro crews at Bastion have three helicopters but they only take two on missions. Major Wenthe gave high creditethémcenthat are constantly
changing out parts, up to and including seven engines in the last 2w K & ® ¢tKS 6ANR& FNB NBIRéxX yR GKIFGQ

There are two Pedro shifts who work 12 hours on, 12 hours off, with no days off during the tour. The first shift st203 and runs to 1400 and the secon|
shift takes 1400 to 0200.

Inside theTOC (Tactical Operations Center; the HQ), Pedro has a big board where reports from around Helmand Province scroll Biotigh uifiagets into a
firefight, for instance, Pedro knows about the firefight within probably a minute because the messagedagred to TOCs that need to know. At least of
LISNE2Y A& Ffgleada gl GOKAY3I GKIFG &aONBSYy> FyR a2 @2dz YABRKGAKKBENI NA LA €
{lIy3IrAy»é

The casualties are classified aseQary A, Cat B, or Cat C. Cat A basically means the soldier is probably going to die, lose a limb, or lose hisneyegigtkyf
GNSIGSR® /G . Aada Y2NB tA1S a2YS2yS gK2Qa 3 zhieatéify. GaK® rightiby somekid oF difB-(
threatening illness or a broken finger.

When the Pedro crews see injuries scroll down, they rush out to the helicopters like Batman and Robin heading to theB@mobiwS | f f 8 = &2 d
the way orthey will knock you down. Within a few minutes the rotors are spinning but the Pedros actually have not yet been taskedhe gritishun JHTF
(Joint Helicopter Task Force) is watching the same information but they also have other assets thaa#ndieh as the U.S. Army or the British MERT (Med
Emergency Response Team) in the4ZH The Pedros are always the first who are ready to go, but it might make sense for JHTF to send MERT because|
bigger helicopter and so it flies fastéran Blackhawks. Plus, the doctor on the MERT can actually pump blood into patients, because when the patient g
or blown up, medics on the scene radio the blood types, and the MERT crew can actually fly out with the right bloodR Reyir@sii blobddasit Ko start Vs.
However . . . the GH7 is a big helicopter and is easier to shoot down, and so if the landing zone is going to be tight or under fire, & beger o send Pedro.
Yet much of Afghanistan is high and hot and thedZHan f in thinner air than can Blackhawks.
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