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NEW SCHOOLHOUSE FUNDING 
ALLOCATED ς CONSTRUCTION WELL 
UNDERWAY 
Targeting April 2010 Move-In date 
 
Compiled by Doug Horka 
The following is an extract from a recent telephone interview with 
SMSgt. Ryan Schultz of Kirtland Air Force Base 
 

A new campus for the training and education of 
future Pararescuemen and Combat Rescue 
hŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ƛǎ άƻƴ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜέ ŀƴŘ ǎƭŀǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŜŀǊƭȅ 
phase completion and occupancy in the spring of 
2010.  Even before completion, the PJ and CRO 
career fields will have a permanent home for a 
generation or more. 
 
ά¦Φ{Φ {ŜƴΦ tŜǘŜ 5ƻƳŜƴƛŎƛΣ w-NM, said ά¢ƘŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ǿƛƭƭ 
help Kirtland keep up with increased enrollment at the 
facility. The Pararescue/Combat Rescue Officer School 
provides the majority of training for Pararescue and 
combat personnel, who go everywhere, from states 
struck by hurricanes to far-flung battlefields, to rescue 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦέ 
 

Construction continues at the former Zia Park family 
housing area at Kirtland.  Included among the facilities 
being built are the Rescue and Recovery Training 

PEDRO IN AFGHANISTAN 

Old name; newer bird; same mission 
 
Compiled by Doug Horka 
CǊƻƳ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ƻƴ WƻƘƴ /ŀǎǎƛŘȅΩǎ !LD /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ 
from information from Doug McGill and Aaron Farrior 

 
άtŜŘǊƻέ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŘƛƻ Ŏŀƭƭ-sign originally given to the 
HH-43 Kaman Husky helicopters employed in Vietnam.  
Those Pedros had several roles; Local Base Rescue / 
fire fighting, Medivac and Combat Rescue.  Today in 
Afghanistan, the Pedro role has been assumed by the 
HH-60.  The mission reƳŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ Χ save lives. 
 
The following photo essay is lengthy, but was deemed 
appropriate for this publication and this readership.  
The pictures have been reduced in size for Canopy 
Chatter.  Full size images can be seen at 
www.michaelyon-online.com/pedros. 
 
The photo essay was prepared by Michael Yon. 
 

A biography of Michael Yon appears at the end of the article. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Continued on page 3 

September 14, 2009       Helmand Province, Afghanistan 
 
With the war increasing, Air Force Pararescue has been 

crisscrossing the skies picking up casualties. 

Continued on page 10 
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SCHOOLHOUSE, Continued from Page 1 

Center (RRTC) encompassing approximately 32,000 
ft2.  There is also a Logistics Center of another 25,000 
ft2.  Future expansions are expected to incorporate an 
Aerial Operations Facility (including a wind tunnel 
suitable for free-fall parachute training) and an 
Aquatic Rescue and Recovery Training Center.   
 
These latter two structures are not yet fully funded, 
but there is optimism for Fiscal Year 2011 approval 
and commencement.  (The fiscal year goes from 
October 1 to the following September 30th).  In order 
to assure that future PJs and CROs will have proper 
facilities, some concessions had to be made in the 
INITIAL allocations, but sources indicate that with the 
next budget submission (FY2011), there could be 
some recovery of concessions. 
 
²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ άǿƛƴŘ ǘǳƴƴŜƭέ tWκ/wh 
parachute proficiency could be increased by several 
factors as travel and expensive aircraft flight time 
could be avoided.  Further, during periods of reduced 
Pararescue usage, the site could be made available to 
other USAF or military free-fall trainees. 
 
The Rescue and Recovery Training Center serves 
principally to provide education to PJ/CRO candidates 
in EMT Medical Training as well as serve as the home 
base for the balance of the Pararescue Apprentice 
Course. 

ǅ 
 
 

 

PITS MEMORIAL - NO LONGER A 
ά{¢!¢¦9 hC [LaL¢!¢Lhb{έ 
Resourceful appropriation entry yields success 
 
Compiled by Doug Horka 
Following interviews with key planners, players and 
participants in the process 
 
Resourceful (adj); able to meet situations; capable of devising 
ways and means; able to successfully deal with externally imposed 
problems or limitations ό²ŜōǎǘŜǊΩǎ bƛƴǘƘ bŜǿ /ƻƭƭŜƎƛŀǘŜ 
Dictionary) 

 

Following years of financial struggle and 
numerous creative challenges, it now appears 
that the only member of the Pararescue 
ōǊƻǘƘŜǊƘƻƻŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ IƛƎƘŜǎǘ 
Honor, the Medal of Honor, will finally be 
ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭƛȊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎǘŀǘǳŜΦ  ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ IΦ ά.ƛƭƭέ 
άtƛǘǎέ tƛǘǎŜƴōŀǊƎŜǊΣ ǿƘƻ ƎŀǾŜ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛŦŜ άǘƘŀǘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ 
Ƴŀȅ ƭƛǾŜέΣ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛƪŜƴŜǎǎ Ŏŀǎǘ ƛƴ ōǊƻƴȊe and 
placed at the newly constructed Pararescue / 
Combat Rescue Officer Training Center at Kirtland 
Air Force Base, Albuquerque, New Mexico. 
 
USING THE FINE PRINT 
Beginning nearly seven years ago, with the upgrade of 
the Award to Pitsenbarger from the Air Force Cross to 
the Medal of Honor, Pararescue Chief Bruce Hickson 
(then Commandant of the PJ Training School) wanted 
to create an appropriate place to house and display 
ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ƘƻƴƻǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ tŀǊŀǊŜǎŎǳŜ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ 
Center at Kirtland AFB in Albuquerque, New Mexico.  
As time evolved, Hickson, whose time remaining in 

!ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ǊŜƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜǎŎǳŜ ŀƴŘ wŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ 
Training Center ς October 2009 

Continued on Page 4 
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the Air Force was short, also decided to invest in 
άƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ƘƛƳέΦ  
In addition to seeking approvals for major upgrades of 
what has become the PJ/CRO Training Campus, he 
chose to investigate the feasibility of having a bust of 
Pitsenbarger prepared for display at the 
άǎŎƘƻƻƭƘƻǳǎŜέΦ   
 
Beginning with the inspiration of a statue of the 
Rescue Angel, he soon received advice that he had set 
his goals regarding Pitsenbarger too low.  A local 
ǎŎǳƭǇǘƻǊ ŀŘƳƻƴƛǎƘŜŘ ƘƛƳ άǘƘŀǘ ŀƴ ƘƻƴƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ 
ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ōǳǎǘέΦ  CǊƻƳ 
that, the idea for a life-size or larger statue was born. 
 
Hickson brought this idea to the Pararescue 
Association, and in 2002Σ ōȅ ŀŎŎƭƛƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀ άǇǊƻƧŜŎǘέ 
to create a statue of Bill Pitsenbarger was begun.  An 
artist was selected and a miniature rendition of the 
proposed final statue was created.  The miniature, or 
maquette as it is more properly known, was to 
principally serve as a visual reference of what was to 
come as supporters sought to solicit contributions 
from potential donors. 
 
In the intervening years, many efforts have been put 
forth to raise the capital needed to commission and 
create the final product, but the efforts have, to date, 
sadly fallen short of the goal. 
 
NOW, THAT GOAL IS ABOUT TO BE ACHIEVED.  
 
Ironically, it is a modest and generally unimposing 
budget line-entry, nestled among the hundreds of 
details associated with the appropriations needed to 
construct a new PJ/CRO Training Center, which has 
succeeded where years of fundraising hopes and 
aspirations had fallen short of success.  In October 
2009 it was learned that sufficient dollars required to 
create (cast) and mount the Pitsenbarger Statue have 
been tentatively approved and authorized. 
 
!ǎ ƻŦ ŜŀǊƭȅ hŎǘƻōŜǊΣ нллфΣ ŀ ŎƻƴŎǊŜǘŜ άōŀǎŜέ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
included in the site preparations of the new Rescue 
and Recovery Training Center. 
 
As this is written in mid-to-late October, the project is 
only awaiting confirmation of the release of funds 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ŜƴŀōƭŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ άƘƻƳŜ 
ǎǘǊŜǘŎƘέ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ƭƻƴƎ-anticipated completion.  

ǅ 

Continued on Page 51 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
J. Mark Rowland, Sculptor 

 

The following summary presents the conceptual basis and 
general description of design considerations regarding the 
sculptural memorial honoring Airman William H. 
Pitsenbarger. 
 
The presentation, as illustrated by the rendering, was 
developed to accomplish several key objectives.  From the 
standpoint of design, the bold stone base serves not only 
to achieve a dignified and refined presentation, but also to 
set this sculpture apart from visually competitive elements 
in the immediate environment of the memorial.  The stone 
base additionally provides an ideal format and device 
upon which to present an enlarged cast facsimile of the 
Medal of Honor.  Moreover, at the size proposed, the base 
allows the portrait to be configured in a kneeling 
orientation while still achieving a properly elevated 
position.  The cast bronze sculptural figure will be 
executed at about 110% of life size and the composition 
will stand about seven feet tall. 
 
The kneeling posture was chosen as highly appropriate for 
this portrait inasmuch as it reflects the position that he 
would have often assumed while providing aid.  His 
unequivocal role as a combatant is equally reinforced by 
the firm and ready grip upon his weapon.  His upper body 
is turning hard and his head is lifted skyward.  This 
presentation thus remembers the epic event as it unfolded 
on 11 April 1966, near Cam My, Vietnam, in which 
Pararescueman Pitsenbarger chose, irreversibly, to 
commit himself to the ground engagement and last saw 
his helicopter withdraw over the jungle canopy.   
 
The artists, J. Mark Rowland, partnered with his wife 
Cynthia Rowland, have recently completed commissions 
including the Senator Dennis Chavez Memorial on Civic 
Plaza in Albuquerque, New Mexico, as well as the colossal 
άCƭƻǊƛŘŀ tŀƴǘƘŜǊǎέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ hǊƭŀƴŘƻ /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛƴ 
Orlando, Florida. 
 
¢ƘŜ ŀǊǘƛǎǘ ǎǘŀǘŜΥ ά²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ŜƴŘƻǿ ǘƘŜ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ tƛǘǎŜƴōŀǊƎŜǊ 
Memorial with a powerful presence that reflects not only 
the portraiture of Airman Pitsenbarger, but will convey his 
demonstrated firmness and gallantry of purpose.  It will 
thus personify the noble mission and creed of all his 
brother Pararescuemen, for which he gave the ultimate 
ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ ŘŜǾƻǘƛƻƴΥ ¢Ƙŀǘ hǘƘŜǊǎ aŀȅ [ƛǾŜέΦ   
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A LITTLE BIT OF ARRS HISTORY 

Contributed by Doug Horka 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

! ƭƻƴƎΣ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƎƻΣ ƛƴ ŀ ƎŀƭŀȄȅ ŦŀǊΣ ŦŀǊ ŀǿŀȅ Χ I began my Pararescue Training at a now-long-forgotten place called Orlando Air 
Force Base in (Ƙƻǿ ŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴǘύ hǊƭŀƴŘƻΣ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ aŎ/ƻȅ !C. Χ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƻǿƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ 
ǊŜŀƭ !ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ .ŀǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ ƭƛƪŜ Ǌǳƴǿŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƛǊǇƭŀƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǳŦŦΦ  hǊƭŀƴŘƻ !C. ǿŀǎ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ŀƴ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƻǳǘǇƻǎǘ Χ ōǳt it 
was the home of GŜƴŜǊŀƭ .Ǌƻƻƪǎ όƭŀǘŜǊΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǎŀȅǎ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ /ǳƴƴƛƴƎƘŀƳΣ ōǳǘ L ǊŜŎŀƭƭ ƛǘ ǘƻ ōŜ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ .Ǌƻƻƪǎύ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ 
the Commander of ARRS at the time.  As a Pararescue candidate and a sparkling new A3C fresh from Basic Training at Lackland 
AFB, I was sent there along with a couple of dozen other hopefuls to enjoy/endure various forms of PT for six days a week under 
the guidance of grizzled veteran PJ instructors (who were probably still first-term Airmen First Class (E-4) themselves).  Anyway, 
back to General Brooks. 
 
hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǘ ƻƴ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ άƳŀǊƪŜǘƛƴƎέ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ !ww{ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎΦ  !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎƭȅΣ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ 
contingent of PJ-hopefuls help prepare mailings which included the following piece.  The item was prepared by the famous 
1фрлΩǎ ŀƴŘ мфслΩǎ ŎŀǊǘƻƻƴƛǎǘ aƛƭǘƻƴ /ŀƴƛŦŦΣ ŎǊŜŀǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘŜǾŜ /ŀƴȅƻƴ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΦ  ό¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƪƴŜǿ ƻŦ ¦Řƻ 
Fischer!).  
 
Wǳǎǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ wŜǎŎǳŜκtŀǊŀǊŜǎŎǳŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ Χ 
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COMBAT SEARCH, RESCUE 
HIGHLIGHTED IN NEW TV 
COMMERCIAL 

From the US Air Force Web Site 

Contributed by Bruce Hickson 

 
10/6/2009 - RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE, Texas (AFNS) ς A 
commercial highlighting combat search and rescue, or CSAR, 
Airmen began airing Oct. 5 in television markets and select movie 
theaters across the country. 
 
"CSAR" shows the teamwork involved to locate, communicate with 
and recover downed aircrews and isolated personnel.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The commercial is the third in a series. The first two highlight the 
technology of unmanned aircraft systems and space operations.  
 
"Combat search and rescue is a critical mission in the Air Force," 
said Col. Michael Tillema, Air Force Recruiting Service director of 
strategic communications. "As a former CSAR HH-60G Pave Hawk 
pilot, I'm very excited that we are showcasing one of the Air 
Force's unique missions. I'm sure it'll resonate with young people 
of today who are looking to do something incredible with their 
lives and want to be a part of a great championship team."  
 
"CSAR" was produced by contract ad agency GSD&M Idea City of 
Austin, Texas, for AFRS. The 30-second spot will air on the Adult 
Swim, BET, Comedy Central, ESPN, ESPNews, FX, FOX Soccer, G4, 
MTV, NFL, Speed, Spike TV, TBS, USA and History channels.  
 
The Air Force's new science-fiction campaign is geared toward 
demonstrating technology once thought to be science fiction but  
actually is being employed by Airmen today. Each commercial spot 
is portrayed in a cinematic, sci-fi environment and then revealed in 
the end to be missions that are not science fiction but rather what 
the men and women in the Air Force do every day.  

ǅ 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

HH-60G Pave Hawk helicopters, like those pictured here, are 
featured in a new Air Force television commercial that 
highlights the combat search and rescue career field. The 
commercial began airing Oct. 5, 2009, and is the third in the 
Air Force's latest science-fiction themed campaign. (U.S. Air 
Force photo by Master Sgt. Dave Nolan)  
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BROTHERHOOD MAY BE SEPARATED BY 
MILES, BUT ITS SPIRIT LIVES IN THE HEART 

Contributed by Fred Jenkins 
 

The Grand Lake Colorado, summer cottage home of Bill 
McDonald underwent a transformation as nine 
Pararescue Classmates of 70-3 arrived for a 40th 
anniversary reunion. 
 
tWΩǎ CǊŜŘ άCǊŜŘȊƻέ WŜƴƪƛƴǎΣ 9ǊǾ άǘƘŜ {ǿŜǊǾέ tŜǘǘȅΣ DŜƻǊƎŜ 
άǘƘŜ IƛǇǇƛŜέ ²ŜōōŜǊΣ {ǘŜǾŜ άǘƘŜ ¢ƻŀŘέ wƘƻŘȅΣ 5ƻǳƎ 
ά.ƛƭƭȅ5ƻǳƎέ Brinson, Paul Perry, Dave Clark and Bill Brown 
rekindled the brotherhood that only men who have 
completed Pararescue training can understand. 
 
Missing in action from the 12 members of 70-3 were Jim 
aǳŜƭŎƘƛΣ WƻŜ Dƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ŘŜŎŜŀǎŜŘ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ 5Ŝƴƴƛǎ /Φ ά²ƛƭƭȅέ 
Williamson.   
 
Stories abounded regarding PJ school, combat experiences 
ŀƴŘ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǘōŀŎƪǎΦ  ¢ŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ 
made touching base with other PJ brothers. 
 
Forty years of life experiences caused curiosity surrounding 
physical and personality changes that can take place in 
classmates.  We were comforted that even though we had 
aged, a brotherhood centered on camaraderie, mutual 
respect and physical health that was established during 70-3 
PJ training in 1969 remained today. 
 
 A 7.5 mile hike through the Rocky Mountain National Park 
ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜƴ сл ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘ tWΩǎ Ŏŀƴ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎǘŜǇ ƛǘ ƻǳǘ 
regardless of the elevation.  A simple white-water raft trip 
occupied another day; however, the focus of attention 
seemed to fall upon the well endowed raft guide who led the 
wild group of old men.  Cameras were flashing throughout 
the reunion.  Bill McDonald even arranged for a local 
newspaper reporter to record some of the memories of the 
class (See ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜΣ ά{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ .ƻƴŘέ).   
 

All acknowledged how combat and Pararescue affected their 
ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ  ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊΩǎ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳƴƎΗ   
 
Emotions ran high when Billy Brinson brought out a tape of 
his Silver Star mission, Bingo 505.  They were doubled when 
George Webber presented Billy Brown, class leader till Joe 
±ƛƎŀǊŜ ŦƛǊŜŘ ƘƛƳ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎΣ ŀƴ ул 
page book of photos of classmates and teammates from PJ 
School through our days at NKP in 1971 and 72.  Many used 
old statements that became part of our genre from the 
adopted clŀǎǎ ƳƻǾƛŜ ά/ƻƻƭ IŀƴŘ [ǳƪŜΣέ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ άDƻǘǘŀ 
bet ƘŜǊŜ .ƻōōŀƭŜǿȅΣέ ŀƴŘ άL ōŜǘ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ Ŝŀǘ рл ŜƎƎǎέΦ 
   
This proud group of professionals earned 4 Silver Stars and 
ƻǾŜǊ нр 5C/ΩǎΦ  ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǎǇŜƴǘ ŀ 
career in Pararescue, (Fredzo, Swerv, and Muelchi) as well as 
those that chose the civilian path.   (Dave Clark, 5th grade 
teacher), Billy Brinson (Baptist Minister), Paul Perry (Lean 
Manufacturing), Steve Rhody (Maui, Hawaii Paramedic), 
George Webber, (Postman), Billy Brown, (Executive Director 
of the  National Registry of EMTs),  Joe Gill (US Veterans 
Affairs Administrator) and our deceased brother Dennis 
Williamson (Kodiak Paramedic/Firefighter). 
 
 We assembled from Hawaii, Alaska, and 7 other states.  
Plans are to gather again in 2014 in Cancun, Mexico with the 
thought of bringing the wives so they can learn of the fiber 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƘŀǇŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƭƻǾŜΦ   .ȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŜΩƭƭ 
be moving slower and the topless babes on the beaches will 
be safer. 
 
Many thanks to Bill Brown for organizing the event and for 
Bill McDonald for providing the wonderful accommodations 
and coordinating our daily jaunts. 
 
The following article was written by Tonya Bina/Sky-Hi Daily 
News.  While there are some things that were not factual, 
such as the duration of our training being only 8 weeks, I 
have decided to include the article in its original form.  For 
the most part, I feel it captures the intent of the moment.      
 
Fredzo Jenkins 
CMSGT USAF (Ret), Class 70/3 

ǅ 
 

SPECIAL BOND: FORMER ELITE AIR FORCE 
UNIT GATHERS IN GRAND COUNTY 
By Tonya Bina 
Sky-Hi Daily News 
Grand County, Colorado 

Submitted by Fred Jenkins 
 

άIƻƭŘ ȅƻǳǊ IƻǾŜǊΦΦΦ IƻƭŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻǾŜǊΦΦΦ IƻƭŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻǾŜǊΦέ 
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The sentences are swift-delivered, but the voice is calm in the 
midst of gunfire as a Navy pilot τ who managed five days of 
survival surrounded by the enemy τ is hoisted out of a war-
engulfed jungle.  In the helicopter, an HH-ро άWƻƭƭȅ DǊŜŜƴ 
DƛŀƴǘΣέ !ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ tŀǊŀǊŜǎŎǳŜǊ .ƛƭƭȅ .ǊŜƴǎƻƴ ƘŀŘ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŀ ōǳƭƭŜǘ 
to the knee, but maintains gunfire τ 85 bullets a second τ as 
the pilot rescue continues. 
 
ά{ǳǊǾƛǾƻǊϥǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎƛƴǘƘŜŘƻƻǊΣέ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƛƎƘǘ ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊ ǎŀȅǎΦ 
άIƻƭŘȅƻǳǊƘƻǾŜǊΦ IŜϥǎ ŎƭƻǎŜΦ ƘƻƭŘȅƻǳǊƘƻǾŜǊΦέ 
 
The engineer directs the chopper pilot in rapid releases. 
 
άIƻƭd your hover...Survivor's at the door....Survivor's coming 
ƛƴΦΦΦΦ {ǳǊǾƛǾƻǊϥǎ όƛƴŀǳŘƛōƭŜύΦ [Ŝǘϥǎ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭƭ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊŜΦέ 
 

It was deemed the most 
dangerous air-rescue 
mission of the Vietnam 
War and featured on the 
History Channel some 
four decades later.  In the 
community room of the 
Shadow Mountain Yacht 

Club, Grand Lake, last week, Brenson and fellow Vietnam 
pararescuers listened to the recording of that mission, a tape 
Brenson had brought.  For each, the gunfire staccatos and 
intercommunication between downed pilot, support aircraft 
and pararescuers was chillingly familiar. 
 
The sounds and visions of such missions shaped them forever. 
 
A reunion  
The men had gathered at the shore of the reservoir at Bill 
MacDonald's part-time home for a reunion, one that  marks 40 
years to the day they began the rigorous training that would 
sculpt them into an Air Force special operations group, parallel 
to Navy Seals, the Delta Forces, or the Green Berets. 
 
They would become among the most highly trained emergency 
trauma specialists in the U.S. military.  They endured intense 
training in free-fall, water and forest parachuting, survival in all 
terrains and weather, scuba diving, and combat medicine over 
a period of eight weeks. 
 
In the summer of '69, 12 young men on MacDonald's Special 
Forces team were worlds away from Woodstock and the 
Summer of Love.  They were competing with themselves and 
80,800 other airmen to join the ranks of the elite. 
 
άL ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ƭŀōŜƭ ƛǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƳŜƴǘŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŜȄƘŀǳǎǘƛǾŜ 
training yoǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ Ǝƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘΣέ ǎŀƛŘ .ƛƭƭ .Ǌƻǿƴ ƻŦ /ƻƭǳƳōǳǎΣ 
Ohio, the man who arranged the team's reunion. 
Those 12 men τ nine of whom attended the reunion τ would 
make up the most decorated team of its size in the Vietnam 
War, garnering four Silver Stars, two Purple Hearts, 25 

Distinguished Flying Crosses and 100 Air Medals for missions 
that took place in battle zones of both North and South 
Vietnam.  Silver Star recipients on the team were Brenson, now 
a Baptist minister in Texas; Paul Perry, now a contact 
negotiator of Virginia, and George Webber, a retired postman 
in California, and the late Dennis Williamson, who was a 
firefighter in Alaska. 
 
ά¢ƘŜ ±ƛŜǘƴŀƳŜǎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǎŀǾǾȅ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ Ǝƻ ǘƻ 
ǊŜǎŎǳŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ aŀŎ5ƻƴŀƭŘΣ ŀƴ ƻǊǘƘƻǇŜŘƛŎ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀƴǘ ƛƴ tŀƭƳŜǊ 
[ŀƪŜΦ ά! ƭot could speak English, and they captured radios so 
they could hear the radio transmissions.  What they would 
often do, is if a pilot was down, they would take a smoke 
grenade and pop it, so we would think it was our pilot.  So then 
the choppers would go in and get him, and they'd shoot the 
ƘŜƭƛŎƻǇǘŜǊ ŘƻǿƴΦέ 
 
Missions involved rescue packages with four rescue escorts 
such as A-м ά{ŀƴŘȅǎέ ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƭƻǿΣ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜ ƘŜƭƛŎƻǇǘŜǊ 
carrying four pararescuers on board.  Pararescuers would 
descend into jungles, swamps, mountains and forests on a 
cable and winch.  In Vietnam, rescue crews helped save 4,120 
lives, according to the National Museum of the U.S. Air Force. 
Of those, 2,780 were in combat situations. 
 
Amazing' support 
On the ground, pararescuers τ whose Ƴƻǘǘƻ ƛǎ ά¢Ƙŀǘ hǘƘŜǊǎ 
aŀȅ [ƛǾŜέ τ stabilized and helped hoist the injured to safety, 
ƻŦǘŜƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŦƛǊŜΦ  /ŀƭƭŜŘ άtWǎέ τ short for para jumpers τ they 
were volunteers and gathered more decorations per-man than 
any other U.S. Air Force group. 
Brown guesses his team members saved a total of about 30 
pilots in combat situations. 
 
Erv Petty, now an EMT manager in Alaska, sustained bullets to 
his hand and arm on Good Friday, April 9, 1971, during a rescue 
mission.  His arm was saved. 
 
άLǘϥǎ ƴƻǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘŜǊƻƛǎƳΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘϥǎ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ŘƻΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ 
 
ά¢ƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 5ŀǾƛŘ /ƭŀǊƪΣ 
a fifth-ƎǊŀŘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ƛƴ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΦ ά¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ƛǎ ǳƴǳǎǳŀƭΦ  ²Ŝ ǎƛǘ 
in the evening and talk.  You ever sit with a crowd of people 
and everyone talks over you and interrupts?  I have never seen 
that happen here.  The respect for what you have to say and 
the waiting for your turn to speak, it just flows naturally from 
all of us. And we have a very edgy sense of humor. It's a huge 
part of what holds us together.έ 
 
¢ƘŜ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ нр-year reunion at Snow Mountain Ranch of the 
Rockies was ill-attended, with only five showing.   
 
άLƴ ƻƴŜ ǿŀȅ ƻǊ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΣ ŦƻǳǊ ƻǊ ŦƛǾŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ Ǉƻǎǘ-
ǘǊŀǳƳŀǘƛŎ ǎǘǊŜǎǎ ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊΣέ .Ǌƻǿƴ ǎŀƛŘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǳƴƛƻƴ ƳŀǘŜǎΦ  άLǘ 
affects you at different parts of your life.  For some reason, 
when you get older, it's not as bad when you were younger, so 
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some of the guys didn't feel they wanted to get together, but 
ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘΦέ 
 
 

 

 
 
ΨLǘϥǎ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ ōƻƴŘŜŘϥΦ  άLǘ's like going to the Wall.  I can't 
Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ²ŀƭƭΣέ aŀŎ5ƻƴŀƭŘ ǎŀƛŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƛƴƎ ±ƛŜǘƴŀƳ 
aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭΦ  άLϥƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŀǇǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ Ǝǳȅǎ 
ŎƻƳƛƴƎΣ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƳŜ ǳǇ ƛƴǎƛŘŜΦέ 
 
άaŀȅōŜ ƘŜǊŜΣ ƭƛƪŜ ƴƻǿƘŜǊŜ ŜƭǎŜ ƻǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƎǊoup of 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƻǇŜƴ ǳǇΣέ /ƭŀǊƪ ǎŀƛŘΣ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
reunion is less about their time at war, but about the present. 
άLǘϥǎ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ ōƻƴŘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜΦ !ƴŘ ǿŜϥǊŜ 
supportive of each other now as old guys. We've had a great 
time hearing about how everybody's life is.  So that's what 
ǘƻŘŀȅϥǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƛǎΦέ 
 
During the week, the men whitewater rafted, went out to 
dinner, hiked mountains, and took in the scenery.  They also 
learned that the husband-wife divorce rate of members of their 
team is among the lowest in the military. 
 
άL ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΣ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ȅƻǳǊ 
own, but somebody else's and the pain and suffering you see 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Ǝƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘΣέ .Ǌƻǿƴ ǎŀƛŘΦ 
 
The men acknowledged that Americans' reception of today's 
military men and women is starkly different from their era.  
There was no post-war counseling then, and they experienced 
little respect for the time they served, forcing them to stow 
away their past. 

ά¢ƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘϥǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƛǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ and 
sisters in arms right now that may pay with some blood, or in 
the darkness of their minds sometime in the future, and we 
ought to be taking care of those folks for the sacrifice they are 
ƳŀƪƛƴƎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ tŜǊǊȅΦ 
ά¢ƘŜǊŜϥǎ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƘŜƭƭ ƻŦ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ Ŧƻƭƪǎ ǿƘƻ won't come back 
from this one, and who didn't come back from the last.  And 
ǿƘƻ ǿƻƴϥǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦέ 
 

ǅ 
 
 

TTHHAANNKKSSGGIIVVIINNGG  WWIISSHHEESS  
  

 
 

 
The officers and staff of The Pararescue Association, in 
addition to the entire staff of Canopy Chatter, wish each of 
you a IŀǇǇȅ ¢ƘŀƴƪǎƎƛǾƛƴƎ Χ ƴƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀȅ ȅƻǳ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ 
ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜΦ  !ƴŘ Χ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƻƴ Řǳǘȅ 
or actively engaged in service, THANK YOU for making it 
possible for the rest of us to enjoy the freedom YOU  provide 
and insure. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Shown from left to right on the picture under the Grand Lake Marquee. 
Dave Clark, Paul Perry, Fred Jenkins, Irv Petty, Doug Brinson, Steve 
Rhody, Bill McDonald, George Webber, Bill Brown 
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¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƴ ½ƻƴŜ ƻŦ Helmand 
Province, the opium capital of the 
world.  Those fields are the great ATM 
of our enemies here.  The fertilizer 
used to make those fields green is the 
same fertilizer used to make countless 
bombs.  We are flying in a special U.S. 
Air Force Blackhawk helicopter to fetch 
a seriously ill British Soldier 

In Iraq, many of the casevacs (casualty 
evacuations) were done by ground forces.  In 
other words, if we hit a bomb or got shot, 
soldiers would load up the dead and wounded 
and rush them to the CSH (Combat Support 
IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ƻǊ άŎŀǎƘέύΦ  .ǳǘ ƛƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ 
the fighting occurs outside the cities and far away 
from the base hospitals.  Rescue helicopters 
stationed at places like Bagram, Kandahar Airfield 
and Camp Bastion have been flying thousands of 

missions. 

Air Force Rescue Helicopters launching on a 
mission from Camp Bastion. 
 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ƘŜƭƛŎƻǇǘŜǊ ǊŜǎŎǳŜ άǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎέ 
in Afghanistan.  For instance, the British have 
MERTs (Medical Emergency Response Teams) 
that fly in a CH-47, and the U.S. Army uses 
Blackhawks as does the U.S. Air Force.  Special 
operations teams normally cover their own 
evacuations. 

PEDROS IN AFGHANISTAN ς Continued from Page 1 
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This U.S. Army rescue helicopter parked at Camp 
Bastion (Helmand) flies with the Red Cross 
symbol allowing the enemy to get a better aim at 
the helicopter.  Unfortunately, by displaying the 
Red Cross symbol, the helicopters are not 
allowed to carry miniguns or other large 
weapons.  This seems a rather questionable 
decision given that the Taliban and other enemies 
could not give a hoot about law.  It is unclear why 
the Army decided that a red cross provides more 
protection than miniguns. 

¢ƘŜǎŜ !ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ άtŜŘǊƻέ ǊŜǎŎǳŜ ƘŜƭƛŎƻǇǘŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘǿƻ ƳƛƴƛƎǳƴǎ ŜŀŎƘ όǘƻǘŀƭ ƻŦ ŦƻǳǊ 
miniguns), and the PJs all carry M-4 rifles.  They do fire those weapons in combat.  
In July, a helicopter swooped down during a rescue and picked up some wounded 
soldiers and then was shot down.  The second Air Force helicopter had to get the 
U.S. Army patients off the bird that had been shot down.  But there was not enough 
room in the second bird for the Pedro crew.  (No injuries.)  So the tiny Army OH-58 
Kiowa helicopters flew outτKiowas only seat two people and both seats were 
fullτand some of the Pedro folks had to clip onto the skids and fly out like James 
Bond. 
 
The damaged helicopter was left behind.  Bullets had hit a fuel line and caused the 
fuel to leak out, and so the pilot had no trouble landing, but the helicopter was now 
stuck in the middle of nowhere.  So after the Pedros rescued U.S. soldiers who then 
rescued Pedros, other soldiers flew out to rescue the Pedro helicopter.  The plan 
was to cut off the rotors and have a bigger helicopter use a cable to lift out the 
Blackhawk and fly it back to base.  But when the soldiers started using a saw on the 
rotors, sparks hit the fuel that had leaked and the Blackhawk burned to the ground.  
¢ƘŜ !ǊƳȅ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ !ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜΩǎ ƘŜƭƛŎƻǇǘŜǊΦ 

The helicopters take hits.  On another mission in 
Helmand, an RPG shot through the tail but luckily 
it missed the transmission; if the RPG had hit the 
transmission, the entire crew likely would have 
been killed.  And so . . . those miniguns come in 
handy.  The gunners are great shots and can 
return accurate fire within seconds. 
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Some readers have gotten upset that I call them 
άtŜŘǊƻΣέ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ secret.  The 
concern is welcome but not warranted in this 
ŎŀǎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ tŜŘǊƻǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŜǾŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 
Pedro patch. 

¢ƘŜ tŀǊŀǊŜǎŎǳŜ ƳŜŘƛŎǎ ŀǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άtWǎΦέ  
The SEALs, Delta, Rangers and Green Berets all 
hold the PJs in high regard.  Firstly, the PJs are 
among the best medics in the U.S. military (we 
have incredible medicsτǎƻ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ 
statement).  Secondly, PJs go through just about 
any combat training available, ranging from HALO 
ǘƻ ƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŎǳōŀΦ  ¢ƘŜȅΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǎŎǳōŀ 
gear here at Camp Bastion and have had to use it 
to recover soldiers who were killed after the 
enemy blew their vehicle into some water.  In a 
different war, the Pedros would be tasked to 
rescue pilots who might be shot down hundreds 
of miles into enemy territory. 

As we fly out to pick up a sick soldier, the door 
gunners and PJs test-fire the miniguns and M-4s. 
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When we get low, the PJs sit with their feet 
hanging out the doors so they can return fire, but 
ǳǇ ƘƛƎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜƭŀȄ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜǊȅΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ 
the IŜƭƳŀƴŘ wƛǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άDǊŜŜƴ ½ƻƴŜΦέ 

The Pedro commander, Major Mathew Wenthe, said that Secretary of Defense Robert Gates had issued a directive that all casualties be evacuated and arrive at 
the hospital within one hour of the call.  Pedros intend to fulfill that directive. 
 
The Pedro crews at Bastion have three helicopters but they only take two on missions.  Major Wenthe gave high credit to the mechanics that are constantly 
changing out parts, up to and including seven engines in the last few mƻƴǘƘǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ōƛǊŘǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŀŘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎǘŜǇΦ 
 
There are two Pedro shifts who work 12 hours on, 12 hours off, with no days off during the tour.  The first shift starts at 0200 and runs to 1400 and the second 
shift takes 1400 to 0200. 
 
Inside the TOC (Tactical Operations Center; the HQ), Pedro has a big board where reports from around Helmand Province scroll down.  If a British unit gets into a 
firefight, for instance, Pedro knows about the firefight within probably a minute because the messages are relayed to TOCs that need to know.  At least one 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŎǊŜŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŜŀǊ ŀ Ǉƛƭƻǘ ǎŀȅΣ ά¢ƘŜ aŀǊƛƴŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƴŜŀǊ ǎǳŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǎǳŎƘΦέ  hǊΣ ά¢ƘŜ .Ǌƛǘǎ Ƨǳǎǘ Ƙƛǘ ŀƴ L95 ƴŜŀǊ 
{ŀƴƎƛƴΦέ 
 
The casualties are classified as Category A, Cat B, or Cat C.  Cat A basically means the soldier is probably going to die, lose a limb, or lose his eyesight if not quickly 
ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘΦ  /ŀǘ . ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻΩǎ ƎƻǘǘŜƴ ǎƘƻǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻǘΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀ ōƛƎ ŘŜŀƭΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ƭƛŦŜ-threatening. Cat C might be some kind of non-life-
threatening illness or a broken finger. 
 
When the Pedro crews see injuries scroll down, they rush out to the helicopters like Batman and Robin heading to the BatmobilŜΦ  wŜŀƭƭȅΣ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ 
the way or they will knock you down.  Within a few minutes the rotors are spinning but the Pedros actually have not yet been tasked to go.  The British-run JHTF 
(Joint Helicopter Task Force) is watching the same information but they also have other assets that can be sent, such as the U.S. Army or the British MERT (Medical 
Emergency Response Team) in the CH-47.  The Pedros are always the first who are ready to go, but it might make sense for JHTF to send MERT because MERT is a 
bigger helicopter and so it flies faster than Blackhawks.  Plus, the doctor on the MERT can actually pump blood into patients, because when the patient gets shot 
or blown up, medics on the scene radio the blood types, and the MERT crew can actually fly out with the right blood.  Pedros ŘƻƴΩǘ ǇǳǎƘ blood but do start IVs.  
However . . . the CH-47 is a big helicopter and is easier to shoot down, and so if the landing zone is going to be tight or under fire, it might be better to send Pedro. 
Yet much of Afghanistan is high and hot and the CH-47 can fly in thinner air than can Blackhawks. 


