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TWO D-M AIRMEN KILLED IN ACTION IN AFGHANI-
STAN 

6/10/2010; Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, Arizona 

Two Airmen from Davis-Monthan were killed yesterday 
when their HH-60G Pave Hawk helicopter crashed in 
southeastern Afghanistan.  The Airmen were: 

                          

         PJ T/Sgt. Michael P. Flores                  PJ Sr. Amn. Benjamin D. White 

A BLACK DAY FOR THE MAROON BERET 
¢ƘǊŜŜ tŀǊŀǊŜǎŎǳŜƳŜƴ 5ƛŜ {ŜǊǾƛƴƎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ Χ ά¢Ƙŀǘ hǘƘŜǊǎ aŀȅ [ƛǾŜέ 

Tragedy struck the Rescue Community as a whole and especially the Pararescue Brother-

hood, on Wednesday June 9, 2000, when Afghan insurgents shot down an American HH-

60 Medivac helicopter, killing four and injuring at least three others.  The Pave Hawk 

chopper was brought down by rocket propelled grenade (RPG) fire at midday according to 

reports.  In subsequent news reports, the Taliban claimed responsibility for the attack. 

YƛƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǿŜǊŜ ¢Iw99 tŀǊŀǊŜǎŎǳŜƳŜƴ όǘǿƻ 9ƴƭƛǎǘŜŘ aŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ /ƻƳōŀǘ wŜǎŎǳŜ hŦŦƛŎŜǊύ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭƛŎƻǇǘŜǊΩǎ CƭƛƎƘǘ 
Engineer.  Other helicopter crewmembers were injured and evacuated to Germany to recover from their wounds. 
 

The deceased include: 

 

First Lieutenant Joel C. Gentz (age 25 of Grass Lake, Michigan) ς Combat Rescue Officer ς and a recent graduate of the PJ/CRO School at 

Kirtland AFB.  Lt. Gentz was serving with the 58th Rescue Squadron of Nellis AFB, Nevada  

Technical Sergeant Michael P. Flores (age 31, of San Antonio, Texas) a Pararescueman, who was serving with the 48th RQS of Davis-

Monthan AFB, Arizona   

Staff Sergeant David C. Smith (age 26 of Eight Mile, Alabama) was a Flight Engineer from the 66th RQS of Nellis Air Force Base, Nevada  

Senior Airman Benjamin D. White (age 24 of Erwin, Tennessee) a Pararescueman from the 48th RQS of Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, 

Arizona  

2 FROM NELLIS DIE IN AFGHANISTAN HELICOPTER 
CRASH 

By Tiffany Gibson; Published Thursday, June 10, 2010 

Two Nellis Air Force Base airmen were killed and three were 
wounded in a helicopter crash Wednesday in southeastern Afghani-
stan.  They were deployed in support of Operation Enduring Free-
dom and were responsible for casualty evacuation, authorities said.   

                           

CRO 1st Lt. Joel C. Gentz FE S/Sgt. David C. Smith 

Please turn to Davis-Monthan Airmen, Page 2 
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Tech. Sgt. Michael P. Flores, 32, of San Antonio, 
Texas, a Pararescueman assigned to the 48th Res-
cue Squadron at D-M. 

 

Senior Airman Benjamin D. White, 24, of Erwin, 
Tenn., also a Pararescueman assigned to the 48th 
RQS. 

 

The death of these Airmen marks the first loss 
Davis-Monthan has suffered to either operations 
in Afghanistan or Iraq. 

 

Sergeant Flores is survived by his wife, Tech. Sgt. 
Marisa Flores, also assigned here, his three-year-
old daughter Eliana, and his one-year-old son Mi-
chael.  Sergeant Flores entered the Air Force June 
10, 1998, and was serving on his eighth deploy-
ment. He had earned the Distinguished Flying 
Cross and 12 Air Medals. 

 

Airman White is survived by his father, Anthony 
White, mother, Brenda Logozo, and step-father, 
Frank Logozo. Airman White entered the Air Force 
July 25, 2006, and was serving on his first deploy-
ment. 

 

"This is a very sad time for every member of the D-
M team," said Brig. Gen. Paul T. Johnson, D-M's 
installation commander. "But right now, we are 
focusing specifically on supporting the families of 
Senior Airman White and Tech. Sgt. Flores. I can 
say with certainty we will do our absolute best to 
help them in every way we can. Beyond that, I can 
only stress the irrefutable fact that these two men 
gave their own lives in the brave and selfless effort 
to save the lives of others. Their sacrifice will be 
solemnly remembered by all of us, and their exam-
ple will forever underscore the rescue creed 'That 
Others May Live.'" 

 

The aircraft and Airmen were deployed from D-M 
in support of Operation Enduring Freedom were 
responsible for casualty evacuation.  

 

The circumstances surrounding the crash are un-
der investigation.  

The Nellis airmen were identified as 1st Lt. Joel C. 
Gentz, 25, of Grass Lake, Mich., assigned to the 
58th Rescue Squadron, and Staff Sgt. David C. 
Smith, 26, of Eight Mile, Ala., assigned to the 66th 
Rescue Squadron. 

 

The cause of the crash is under investigation and 
other details weren't available Thursday. 

 

Gentz was on his first deployment with more than 
50 hours of combat time.  Smith had seen numer-
ous deployments in support of missions in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, Lt. Col. James McElhenney said in 
releasing a statement from Nellis. 

 

Staff Sgt. David C. Smith, a flight engineer who had 
served in Iraq and Afghanistan during his nine-year 
Air Force career. 

 

Also killed were Tech. Sgt. Michael P. Flores, 31, of 
San Antonio, Texas, and Senior Airman Benjamin 
D. White, 24, of Erwin, Tenn., assigned to the 48th 
Rescue Squad at Davis-Monthan Air Force Base.  
Flores was on his eighth deployment as a Parares-
cueman and had previously been stationed at Nel-
lis. White served in the Air Force for almost four 
years and was on his first deployment. 

 

The wounded airmen are assigned to the 66th RQS 
from Nellis Air Force Base. They are being treated 
at the Landstuhl Regional Medical Center in Ger-
many.  The extent of their injuries isn't known.  
hŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǳƴŘŜŘ 
airmen because of the ongoing investigation.  The 
airmen were assigned to the to the 563rd Rescue 
Group, a separate unit of the 23rd Wing. 

 

Nellis will hold a memorial service next week. 

Davis-Monthan Airmen Nellis Airmen 

\Individual obituaries are found on 

pages 6 - 9 

Summaries of the Davis-Monthan AFB and 

Nellis AFB Memorial Services for these brave 

airmen can be found elsewhere in this issue 

of Canopy Chatter 
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Dear Readers, 
 
This issue of Canopy Chatter, regretfully, contains 
much tragedy and sadness.  As you have already dis-
covered from the front cover, the Brotherhood re-
cently lost three good Pararescuemen, as well as a fel-
low heroic helicopter teammate, in combat in Afghani-
stan.  We also endured the passing of several veteran 
PJs as well as a devoted wife. 
 
But ALL is not sadness.  Inside are stories of the fine 
work being done by the active duty personnel who 
wear the Maroon Beret.   
 
A sizeable contribution provides the details for the 
PARARESCUE REUNION which will be held in Tucson in 
October.  As a reminder, this will be your final notice 
(at least, within Canopy Chatter), so if you want or plan 
to go, now is the time to take action.  Bill Preble and his 
team have come up with what is expected to be a 
memorable week for all to enjoy. 
 
CǊƛŜƴŘ ¦Řƻ άYǊŀǳǘέ CƛǎŎƘŜǊ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ tŀǊŀǊŜǎŎǳŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ Χ ǳǎƛƴƎ ōƻǘƘ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ǉƻπ
etry. 
 
With Independence Day occurring during this issue, 
read the piece about four American heroes. 
 
WŜǊŜƳȅ IŀǊŘȅΩǎ ǊŜŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŀ ƘŀǊǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǊŜǎŎǳŜ ƛƴ 
Bosnia is also included for your enjoyment. 
 
Under the heading of ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ .ŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ are two arti-
cles which may improve the quality of life for both age-
ing and traveling vets.   
 
Other, smaller articles will hopefully either bring a 
smile or will cause fond recollections of prior experi-
ences. 
 
This will most likely be the final edition of Canopy Chat-
ter until AFTER the Reunion.  Those of you planning to 
attend, please bring a camera so that you can share 
your photos with Canopy Chatter and others readers. 
 
On behalf of the entire Chatter staff, I wish all of you a 
belated Happy Independence Day, as well as a healthy 
and enjoyable summer. 
 
L ƘƻǇŜ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ¢ǳŎǎƻƴ Χ 
~~~~ 

Doug Horka  

 

ǅ 
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ALASKA ANG CEREMONY CELEBRATES 20 
YEARS OF RESCUES 
Source:  KTUU.com 

Saturday, June 12, 2010 

 

ANCHORAGE, Alaska -- The Air National Guard's 210th, 
211th and 212nd Rescue Squadrons celebrated 20 
years in Alaska with a rescue demonstration Saturday 
at Elmendorf Air Force Base. 

 

Between them the rescue squadrons, some of the most 
elite rescue teams in the nation, average a mission a 
week. When they're not at war they're in Alaska saving 
lives -- 1,162 and counting. 

 

"We've had everything 
from jumping into the 
Bering Sea 350 miles off 
the coast, to a plane that 
was in a crevasse on the 
Canadian border," said 
the 212th Rescue Squad-
ron's chief manager, Chief 
Master Sgt. David 
Shuman.  

 

It's a dangerous job, and the rescue squadrons' mem-
bers frequently put themselves in deadly situations. 
Pararescuers have dived into freezing water and 
trekked through blizzards to save Alaskans. 

 

"You have to be willing to undertake a certain amount 
of risk, and you have to 
have a commitment to the 
people you're serving 
with," said retired ANG 
Gen. Ken Taylor. 

 

While Saturday's rescue 
demonstration offered a 
glimpse of what the 

squadrons do, minus the enemy fire and extreme 
weather, the real thing feels a lot different. 

 

"It was right across the bay right out here, a plane 
crashed in Goose Bay -- and just luckily, everybody sur-
vived," said 212th Rescue Squadron pararescuer Mas-
ter Sgt. Eric Taylor, Ken Taylor's son. 

 

Service is a family tradition 
for Taylor, whose father and 
grandfather both served in 
the Alaska ANG. 

 

"Just like any son would be 
proud of his parents and 
would want to make sure 

that we represent our family, and that's what I tried to 
do," Eric Taylor said. 

 

"Eric is, like all of his colleagues, a very fit, very compe-
tent, very tough guy, and I am absolutely privileged to 
have him continue our tradition of family service," Ken 
Taylor said. 

 

Only a select few Pararescue candidates make the cut. 
Their training is a grueling test of physical and mental 
strength, one that causes most to drop out in the first two 
weeks. 

 

"The graduation rate is about 10 percent on a good year," 
Shuman said. 

 

It's a small group of people that make a big difference, to 
which the people they've rescued can attest. 

 

"Alaskans should be very proud of their Air National Guard 
-- they bring so many things to the state," Ken Taylor said. 

 

All of the Guard's numerous missions, however, are dedi-
cated to the single goal stated in its slogan: "These things 
we do, that others may live." 

 

All three of the Alaska ANG's rescue squadrons are sta-
tioned at Elmendorf. 

 
Contact Jackie Bartz at jbartz@ktuu.com 

ǆ 
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LOST PJ ASSOCIATION MEMBERS 
 

The PJ association has lost contact with the following 
members. If anyone has contact with them or if they 
read this information please contact: 

 

Jim Watson 

email: alohawatson1967@cox.net 

Phone 850-301-9155 

Pararescue Association, P.O. Box 1304, Mary Esther, FL 
32569 

  

¢ƘŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƭŀǎǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ 
άƳƛǎǎƛƴƎέ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƛǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ Χ 

 

¶ Daniel Gibson, Clinton, MD 

¶ Edward King, Glendale, WI 

¶ Eric Gregory, Rio Rancho, NM 

¶ Gary McGuire, Chandler, OK 

¶ James Carden, Woodland, CA 

¶ James Nash, Point TX 

¶ Jessie Hill, Jr., Crawfordville, FL 

¶ Kenneth Gersley, Meza, AZ   

¶ Michael Murphy, Manorville, NY 

¶ Michael Wagner, Yorktown, VA 

¶ Steve Rhody, Haiku, Maui, HI 

  

Thanks in advance to all for your support. 

~~~~ 

Jim Watson 

 

From: Charles Hoell, Wednesday, May 19, 2010 
Subject: THAILAND 
Has anyone heard from Surfer Johnson or Duffy? Thai-
land doesn't look real good right now.  
 
~~~~~ 
 
From: Donald Johnson, Wednesday, May 19, 2010 
Subject: BANGKOK BURNING 
 
For those of you who have asked about BKK burning I 
have attached three articles. But you can keep in touch 
through the Bangkok Post:  
http://www.bangkokpost.com/news/politics/178466/bangkok-in-
shambles 

 

I am okay as the violence-thuggery was near the 
American, Japanese, and British Embassies and also Jus 
Mag Thai where I receive my mail. This area is mostly 
around Lumpini Park.  At present I do NOT know of Joe 
Duffy's condition. 

 

Now to my opinion. The Thai government had given 
into the demands of the red shirts some time ago to 
hold another election. Yet they (the red shirts) decided 
to further their demands and begin violence. The main 
instigator of this rebellion is Taksin who, I am told by 
my American intelligence informants, gained his huge 
sum of money through the drug trade out of the 
Golden Triangle where he was born. He used his gov-
ernment position to eliminate his competition and 
then had the trade all to himself, thus his immense 
fortune. My same American intelligence informant told 
me that the red shirt protestors were paid 500bht per 
person for street presence and 1500bht per motorcy-
cle demonstrator. What started out as a relatively 
peaceful demonstration against a "dictator" has now 
gone into thuggery of the worst kind. Additionally, Tak-
sin himself wants to be dictator. 

 

This is a very fragile situation which, for now, I am on 
the outskirts. But, should it come to defending my 
home, I am ready. 

~~~~~ 

DC Surfer Johnson  

 

~~~~~ 

From: Robert LaPointe 

Sent: Wednesday, May 19, 2010 

Subject: Thailand-from Hoell 

 

LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ WƻŜ 5ǳŦŦȅ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ Řŀȅǎ 
via Skype. Our time zones are only one hour apart.  He 
tells me that he lives in a safe area and as long as you 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎǇŜƴŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎΣ ŜȄǇŀǘǎ ŀǊŜ 
relatively safe. The biggest problem he is having is 
banking and travel arrangements are difficult because 
most of them are shut down for the time being. Joe is 
planning on traveling to the Philippines next week so 
that he can visit friends. 

 

Joe completed chemo last week and the doctors tell 
him there is no sign of cancer in him any longer. That 
clearly is great news. 

 

ǅ 

ǆ 

mailto:alohawatson1967@cox.net
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SAN ANTONIO 'PJ' DIES IN AFGHAN CRASH 
 

TECHNICAL SERGEANT MICHAEL P. FLORES 
 

By Sig Christenson - Express-News 

Web Posted: 06/11/2010 12:00 CDT 

 

 
Tech. Sgt. Michael P. Flores, a 1997 John Marshall High School graduate, 
was one of four killed after a copter went down during rescue mission. 

 

¢ŜŎƘΦ {ƎǘΦ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ tΦ CƭƻǊŜǎ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŜƭƛǘŜ !ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ άtWέ 
on a mercy flight when his helicopter went down 
Wednesday in one of Afghanistan's most violent prov-
inces, but it wasn't just any mission.  That was the day 
the father of two marked his fifth wedding anniversary. 

 

άLϥƳ ǎŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ ōǳǘ ƛŦ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴϥǘ Ƙƛǎ 
helicopter, it would have been someone else's helicop-
ter and someone else's family and that is something 
ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘƴϥǘ ǿƛǎƘ ǳǇƻƴ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ Ƙƛǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊΣ 
!ƴƴŀ CƭƻǊŜǎ ƻŦ {ŀƴ !ƴǘƻƴƛƻΦ  ά¢Ƙŀǘϥǎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ L ŦŜŜƭΦ L 
Řƻƴϥǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŦŜŜƭΦέ 

 

A 1997 Marshall High School graduate, Flores, 31, of 
San Antonio was killed along with three others after 
their Air Force HH-60 Pave Hawk helicopter went down 
in Helmand province. He was posthumously promoted 
Thursday from staff sergeant. 

 

Among the other victims was a fellow Pararescuer from 
the same Arizona-based squadron as Flores, Senior Air-
man Benjamin D. White, 24, of Erwin, Tenn.  First Lt. 
Joel C. Gentz, 25, of Grass Lake, Mich., and Staff Sgt. 
David C. Smith, 26, of Eight Mile, Ala., also were killed.   

Gentz was a combat rescue officer with the 58th Res-
cue Squadron at Nellis AFB, Nev., and Smith was a 
flight engineer with the 66th Rescue Squadron at Nel-
lis. 

 

Other people on the casualty evacuation mission were 
hurt, but officials wouldn't say how many.   

 

ά¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀ ŘŀȅΣ ǎƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ 
Ƨǳǎǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƳŀƴȅΣέ ǎŀƛŘ CƭƻǊŜǎϥ ōƻǎǎΣ /ƘƛŜŦ aŀǎǘŜǊ {ƎǘΦ 
Chaz Stiefken. 

 

Insurgents claimed to have shot down the Osprey (sic).  
The International Security Assistance Force headquar-
ters in Kabul initially said it was hit by hostile fire, but a 
spokeswoman there told the San Antonio Express-
bŜǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴϥǘ ōŜ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŜŘΦ  ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 
team out to investigate it, so I can't confirm that is the 
ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭƛŎƻǇǘŜǊ ǿŜƴǘ ŘƻǿƴΣέ !ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ aŀǎǘŜǊ 
Sgt. Sabrina Foster said. 

 

ά²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳϥǊŜ ŀ т-level, you're at the peak of your 
qualifications.  You're qualified to be in charge of any 
mission out there and Sgt. Flores was an exceptional 
ǘŜŀƳ ƭŜŀŘŜǊΣέ ǎŀƛŘ {ǘƛŜŦƪŜƴΣ ǿƘƻ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŜǎ ŀƭƭ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŦƻǊ 
enlistees in the squadron, which includes about 40 
ǇŀǊŀǊŜǎŎǳŜǊǎΦ  άIŜ ƭŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ƳŜƴ ƛƴǘƻ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ 
ƻŦ ŎƻƳōŀǘ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎΣ ǎŀǾƛƴƎ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ ƻŦ ƭƛǾŜǎΣέ ŀŘŘŜŘ 
{ǘƛŜŦƪŜƴΣ пнΣ ƻŦ !ƴŎƘƻǊŀƎŜΣ !ƭŀǎƪŀΦ άIŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ 
of all operations once on the ground and he always 
brought his men home alive and accomplished the mis-
sion, whether to recover the remains (of dead troops) 
or save the lives of the patients, since we've been in 
!ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΦέ 

 

It was his second tour of Afghanistan in less than a 
year. 

 

άhǳǊ ǊŜŀƭ ŎǊŜŀƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǇ ŀƴŘ ōǊŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ōǳǘǘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ 
the reason these guys are put in harm's way, is because 
of their medical qualifications.  They're advanced com-
ōŀǘ ǘǊŀǳƳŀ ƳŜŘƛŎǎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ {ǘƛŜŦƪŜƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƴ !ƛǊ 
Force PJ.   

 

άIŜ ƪƴŜǿ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƴƎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜ 
ƭƻǾŜŘ ƛǘΣέ Ƙƛǎ нф-year-ƻƭŘ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά²Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜ tWǎ 
stand for is that others may live. I think he enjoyed the 
special training they got and they were able to use it 
ŦƻǊ ƎƻƻŘΣ ǘƻ ǎŀǾŜ ƭƛǾŜǎΦέ 

ǆ 
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TENNESSEE AIRMAN GIVE HIS ALL 

SENIOR AIRMAN BENJAMIN WHITE 
 

Obituary Published on Friday, June 18, 2010 

Johnson City Press 
 

 
 

ERWIN ς Senior Airman Benjamin Daniel White, age 24, 
of Erwin, was a Pararescueman serving with valor and 
honor in the 48th Rescue Squadron from Davis-
Monthan Air Force Base in Tucson, Arizona. Senior Air-
man White was deployed in support of Operation En-
during Freedom. He died while performing a rescue 
mission on June 9, 2010, near Forward Operating Base 
Jackson, Afghanistan, as a result of injuries received 
from an aircraft accident due to hostile actions.  

 

Senior Airman White was a faithful follower of Jesus 
Christ and died a Christ-like death. He attended Grace 
Fellowship Church in Johnson City, Tennessee.  

 

Senior Airman White is survived by; Fiancé, Ashley L. 
Stanley; Father, Anthony Curtis White and wife, Jenni-
fer Lynn; Mother, Brenda A. Shelton-Logozo and hus-
band, Frank; Brothers, Mark Anthony, Zachary Luke 
and Anthony Evan White; Sister, Laura R. White; 
Grandparents, Curtis Buford White, Jan Daye and Ste-
ven McCarty; and a host of other loving family mem-
bers and friends.  

 

Funeral service will be held at 7:00 P.M., Monday, June 
21, 2010, from Grace Fellowship Church, 2314 South 
Greenwood Drive, Johnson City, Tennessee. Reverend 
Tom Oyler will officiate. Honored speaker will be the 
Commander of the 48th Rescue Squadron, Lieutenant 
Colonel Select, Major Jason D. Pifer.  

Committal Service will be held at 11:00 A.M. Tuesday, 
June 22, 2010, in the Mountain Home National Ceme-
tery, Mountain Home, Tennessee. Graveside Military 
Honors will be awarded by the 20th Fighter Wing/
Honor Guard, Shaw Air Force Base, South Carolina. As-
sistant Deputy Commander of the United States Air 
Forces Central Command, Brigadier General Mark W. 
Graper will have the honor of flag presentation. Minis-
ter, honored guests and friends are requested to as-
semble at the cemetery by 10:45 A.M. Tuesday.  

 

In lieu of flowers the family request memorial dona-
tions be made to: That Others May Live Foundation, 
4855 Ben Salem Way, Hahira, Georgia 31632; or do-
nate at www.thatothersmaylive.org., supporting the 
children of fallen rescue heroes.  

 

Online condolences may be sent to the family at erwin-
mem@earthlink.net  

ǅ 

 

PURDUE GRAD KILLED WHEN COPTER 
SHOT DOWN IN AFGHANISTAN 

 

1st LIEUTENANT JOEL C. GENTZ (CRO) 
 

By Eric Weddle and Justin L. Mack  

 June 10, 2010 

 

 
 

A Purdue University graduate was killed in southern 
Afghanistan on Wednesday when insurgents attacked a 
NATO helicopter he was riding in.  Joel C. Gentz, 25, 
died  near Forward Operating Base Jackson in a heli-
copter crash, the Department of Defense announced 
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today. Three other American troops were killed in the 
attack. 

 

Gentz was a 2007 graduate of the Purdue University Air 
Force ROTC. He was from Grass Lake, Mich. He was as-
signed to the 58th Rescue Squadron at Nellis Air Force 
Base, Nev.  Gentz is the 10th serviceman with Lafayette-
area connections to die due to combat injuries in Iraq 
and Afghanistan since 2004. 

 

News of Gentz's death spread quickly throughout ROTC 
and Purdue networks today. Those who knew Gentz 
spoke of his natural leadership qualities that surpassed 
others his age, his dedication to physical abilities and his 
caring for others.  Tony Hawkins, Purdue dean of stu-
dents, had known Gentz since 2005 when Gentz was 
chosen to be part of Iron Key. The senior honorary or-
ganization of students works anonymously each year on 
a service project that will benefit Purdue.  

 

Col. Mike Silver, former Purdue ROTC Air Force detach-
ment commander, said he was devastated upon hearing 
the news of Gentz's death.  Silver said he worked with 
Gentz during his final year at Purdue. 

 

"Maybe it's because of my age and his age, but it's like 
losing a part of your family," he said. "He was clearly the 
most well-rounded cadet during his time there.  "He 
was physically and mentally well-rounded, and he was 
just a damn nice guy." 

 

Silver said in addition to being a stand-out cadet, Gentz 
became the first Purdue ROTC graduate to become a 
Combat Rescue Officer.   

 

According to the Air Force Special Operations Command 
website, the Combat Rescue Officer is an Air Force spe-
cialty created to strengthen personnel recovery abili-
ties.  In addition to commanding a small team of 
Pararescue personnel in enemy territory, a Combat Res-
cue Officer also advises battle staff units in recovery 
operations. 

ǅ 

SOLIDER'S BODY RETURNED HOME FOR 
BURIAL 

 

STAFF SERGEANT DAVID C. SMITH 
 

Thursday, 17 Jun 2010 

Derica Williams  

 

 
 

MOBILE, Alabama (WALA) - The body of a local solider 
returned home Thursday. Staff Sergeant David Smith, 
from Eight Mile, was killed last week in Afghanistan. 
Smith, who was stationed at Nellis Air Force base, was 
part of Operation Enduring Freedom in Afghanistan. He 
was killed just 10 days before he was supposed to re-
turn home. It was an emotional day for many. 

 

It was a homecoming that had a somber welcome. Fam-
ily members of Staff Sgt. David C. Smith gathered at The 
Mobile Air Center for his arrival. A charter plane landed 
with the airman's body inside. As the casket draped 
with the American flag was lowered, the Honor Guard 
and Patriot Guard stood in salute. 

 

"We try to bring respect to all our service men and 
women. It's sad and we hope that we can help.  Words 
won't help them get over grieving but we can definitely 
draw attention to our servicemen, especially the ones 
that have been killed," Don Herrin, Ride Captain with 
the Patriot Guard said. 

 

The 26-year-old was one of four airmen killed in a heli-
copter crash in Afghanistan. 
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"He goes out and rescues other people in his helicopter. 
He's a great hero. He goes out and saves other people," 
Herrin added. 

 

"We're there for a reason, we love our country. We're 
all brothers in the military right now. It's a big loss for 
the family obviously and for the United States Air Force 
and America. I'm here with the family just to help them 
through," Master Sgt. Jacob Chandler with the U.S. Air 
Force said. 

 

A man who served two tours in Iraq paid the ultimate 
price while protecting our country. 

 

Military members did a dignified transfer while loved 
ones looked on in disbelief. After the casket was gently 
placed into the hearse, local law enforcement and Pa-
triot Guard riders led the procession to Saraland. 

 

Family and friends visibly shaken are preparing to say 
their final goodbye. 

 

The family was too distraught to comment. 

 

Military members tell us Smith will receive full honors 
at his ceremony on Monday. 

 

The wake is Sunday night from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at 
Radney Funeral Home in Saraland. His funeral will be 
held Monday at 11:00 a.m. at Little Flower Catholic 
Church on Government Blvd. 

ǅ 

AETC AIMS TO LOWER WAR-ZONE JOB 
WASHOUTS 
By Michelle Tan - Staff writer 

Air Force Times 

Posted: Saturday May 15, 2010 

    

Training for battlefield careers is so grueling that more than 
half of airmen fail it, pushing education command officials to 
rethink how they select and prepare candidates. 

 

The Air Force considers all eight of the war-zone jobs τ com-
bat rescue officer, special tactics officer, air liaison officer, 
Pararescue jumper, combat controller, tactical air control 
party, and enlisted and officer special operations weather 
technician τ άǎǘǊŜǎǎŜŘΣέ ƻǊ ǳƴŘŜǊƳŀƴƴŜŘΦ !ōƻǳǘ нΣммл ŀƛǊπ
men are in those Air Force Specialty Codes, almost 780 shy of 
the billets authorized. 

 

άLǘΩǎ ŀ ƘŀǊŘ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀȅ ƛƴΣέ ǎŀƛŘ .ǊƛƎΦ DŜƴΦ 
Scott Bethel, deputy director of operations for Air Education 
and Training Command at Randolph Air Force Base, Texas. 
άLǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘƳŜƴǘΦέ 

 

Pararescue jumper and combat controller trainees have the 
toughest go τ only 15 percent to 20 percent graduate most 
years. In 2007, for instance, 69 of the 480 PJs-to-be airmen 
finished their schooling. 

 

 
Master Sgt. Bryan Ripple / Air Force 

The washout rate for PJs in training is about 80 percent. 
 

The washout rates for TACPs and weather technicians are con-
siderably lower. About half generally make it through the 
training. Last year, 175 out of 311 aspiring TACPs τ 56 per-
cent τ made it through the pipeline. 

 

Bethel and his staff are troubled by the high attrition rates and 
are looking at how they can put more airmen in the jobs and 
still maintain rigorous training standards.         

continued 
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ά²Ŝ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǿŀƴǘΣ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŀƴȅ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΣ ǘƻ ŘƛƭǳǘŜ 
ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άōǳǘ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŎŀƴŘƛπ
ŘŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜƳ ǎǳŎŎŜŜŘΦέ 

 

DUAL CHALLENGE 

Picking airmen who can survive the demands of the training 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƘŀǊŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ƛŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ !ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǘŜǎǘΦ 

 

LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘΦ 

 

Recruiters also have to deal with a limited pool of qualified 
young people and competition for candidates from their 
Army and Navy counterparts. 

 

New statistics show the Defense Department rejects about 
30 million or so Americans ages 17 to 24, or 85 percent of 
that demographic, because they are overweight, abuse drugs 
and alcohol, have a criminal background, have too many de-
pendents or have low aptitude. 

 

For the fewer than 5 million eligible and available for service, 
the Air Force has to go head to head with its sister services. 
The competition gets even more heated for the cream of the 
crop, those recruits interested in and able to do the battle-
field jobs. 

 

The Army, for example, has a new Special Forces group and a 
Ranger battalion to man, and the Navy needs candidates for 
a new SEAL team, according to Lt. Col. Pat Barnett, who as 
commander of the 342nd Training Squadron at Lackland Air 
Force Base, Texas, oversees the initial training of battlefield 
airmen. 

 

ά¢ƘŜ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŦƛȄ ƘŜǊŜέ ŀǘ 
ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭƘƻǳǎŜΣ .ŀǊƴŜǘǘ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ Ǉƻƻƭ ƻŦ Ǝǳȅǎ 
who have the physical and mental makeup to do something 
ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅ Ŏŀƴ ŘƻΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦέ 

 

Barnett and Bethel advocate recruiting a small number of 
candidates to hold down costs. Training runs about $250,000 
for a PJ and about $100,000 for a combat controller, Bethel 
said. 

 

άLŦ ǿŜ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘ ƳƻǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŎǊŜŜƴ ǘƘŜƳ ƻǳǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŜȄǇŜƴπ
sive. We want to get as many graduates from the smallest 
ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘǎΣέ .ŜǘƘŜƭ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

 

To that end, Barnett said, the Air Force has tasked 12 PJs and 
combat controllers to help recruiters. This summer, the selec-
tion process will be honed even more when recruiters begin 
testing candidates to get a sense of how well they will do in 
training. Scores from the test, called the Emotional Quotient 

Indicator, will be compared with the scores of PJs in the field, 
Bethel said. 

 

ά²Ŝ ŎŀƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜ 
ώŀǘ [ŀŎƪƭŀƴŘϐ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ Ŏƭŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŘƻƻǊ Χ ƘŜΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘΣέ .ŀǊƴŜǘǘ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά²ŜΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪπ
ƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘƛƴƎ ǎƳŀǊǘŜǊΦέ 

 

Airmen can also switch career fields and become battlefield 
airmen. Like recruits, they must meet stringent require-
ments: no quality-control factors, such as pending adminis-
trative action; no pending assignment actions; no availability 
limits; attainment of 5-level skills; minimum scores for the 
Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery; and physical 
fitness, strength and stamina standards. 

 

UP-CLOSE VIEW 

Airman 1st Class Patrick Moore had thought after he gradu-
ated from college that he might want to be a lawyer. Then he 
ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ƘŜ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜΦ bƻǿΣ ƘŜΩǎ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ǿŀȅ 
to becoming a PJ. 

 

In mid-April, Moore was getting ready for his next-to-last 
week of the nine-week PJ indoctrination course. 

 

Much of the focus for the two months is on physical training, 
especially swimming. A few of the exercises, which get more 
difficult as the course progresses: Do the 500-meter crawl in 
less than 12 minutes, swim underwater 50 meters, dive with 
their hands tied behind their backs and their ankles bound 
together and share oxygen flowing through a snorkel with 
another trainee. 

 

Airmen have missed the 12-minute mark by mere seconds 
and others have come up for air a meter short of the re-
quired 50. They all knew as soon as they failed that they 
needed to start looking for a new career field. 

 

ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ Řŀȅǎ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΣ ΨL ŎŀƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΣ ōǳǘ L Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƻŘŀȅΣΩέ aƻƻǊŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

 

Family and friends also helped Moore keep perspective. His 
father mailed him an inspirational quote every day. 

 

άL ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǊŜǿŀǊŘƛƴƎΣέ aƻƻǊŜ ǎŀƛŘ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƛǎ 
ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ tWΦ άwŜǎŎǳŜ ǿŀǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǿŀǎΣ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƻƭŘ ƳŜΦέ 

 

For Airman 1st Class Bryan Lowen, the camaraderie of his 
fellow candidates has helped him make it through the  train-
ing. 

 

Continued 
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άLΩǾŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀōƻǳǘ tWǎ Ƴȅ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƭƛŦŜΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ άL ǿŀǎ ŀ ŦƛǊŜπ
fighter, an [emergency medical technician]. I always had this 
ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƳƛƴŘΣ ǎƻ L ŦƛƎǳǊŜŘ LΩŘ ǎǘŜǇ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾŜ ƛǘ ŀ ǘǊȅΦέ 

 

RETOOLED TRAINING 

Even though a good number fail, many recruits leave battle-
field training of their own free will, the officers said. 

 

ά¢ƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘǊƻǇ ƻǳǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ 
self-ǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘŜΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ 
ƛƴǘƻΣέ .ŜǘƘŜƭ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

 

To give recruits a heads-ǳǇ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƛƴ ŦƻǊΣ ǘƘŜ !ƛǊ 
Force plans to give basic trainees more chances to interact 
with experienced PJs, combat controllers and other battle-
field airmen, as well as launch a four-week class next summer 
to prepare candidates for their respective training pipelines. 

 

ά²ŜΩǾŜ ŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇƘȅǎƛƻƭƻƎƛǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜǊǘǎ ǿƘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƻ 
ƎŜǘ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ ǇŜŀƪ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘŀƪŜǎ ŦƻǳǊ ǿŜŜƪǎΣέ 
Bethel said. 

 

Called the Battlefield Airmen Development Course, the class 
will replace all the existing preparatory or indoctrination 
courses except the nine-week PJ indoctrination course. 

 

Overhauling the training means the Air Force must add 40 to 
50 instructors to the 30 or so who run the existing prepara-
tory courses and add buildings to Lackland, Bethel said. A 
pending $30 million military construction request would fi-
nance new dormitories, an aquatic center and classrooms, he 
said. 

 

ά²Ŝ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ώǊŜŎǊǳƛǘϐ 
ƛƴŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ мту tWǎ ŀ ȅŜŀǊΦ ²Ŝ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǊŜπ
ŎǊǳƛǘ мΣрлл ώǇŜƻǇƭŜϐ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ Ƙƻǘ-
ŎƻƳƳƻŘƛǘȅ ƎǳȅǎΦέ 

 

The more successful the efforts are to bring down the attri-
tion rates, the better the Air Force will be to keep its battle-
field airmen. 

 

Low retention is an issue within these career fields, he said. 
Many airmen are burned out or injured or just tired from the 
high operational tempo demanded of them. 

 

ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ Ƴŀƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ 
mentor and prepare and upgrade the younger guys and bring 
ǘƘŜƳ ŀƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜΣέ .ŜǘƘŜƭ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

ǅ 

THIS article in a recent edition of the Air Force Times (May 
2010) stimulated some VERY LIVELY DISCUSSION on John 
/ŀǎǎƛŘȅΩǎ !LD ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪΦ  bƻǘ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎπ

ingly, some PJ correspondents strongly favored the idea of 
testing candidates for suitability as part of the requirements 
for entry; others were strongly and vehemently opposed to 
the notion.  Cogent, well-thought out and compelling argu-
ments were presented by each point of view.  Somewhat sur-
prisingly, there did NOT seem to be a discernable age bias, 
nor was there a combat vs. peacetime experience favoritism 
evident either. 

 

Following are extracts of some of the responses to this hot-
button topic. The summaries are presented in roughly the 
chronological order of receipt.   As with many things in life, no 
ŎƻƴŎǊŜǘŜ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘ Χ  

Doug Horka / Canopy Chatter 

 

Responses to the AETC Recruiting dilemma article, presented 
ƛƴ ǊƻǳƎƘƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǊƻƴƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ƻǊŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǊŜŎŜƛǇǘ Χ 

 

ά[Ŝǘϥǎ ǎǇŜƴŘ Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǘƻ ǘŜŀŎƘ Ǝǳȅǎ Ƙƻǿ 
to do another course before they take it and it actually 
counts.  Is that right?  Somewhere along the line did some-
one forgot that what was needed was the "GUT" check, 
and not just filling the blocks on the training 
ǎƘŜŜǘΚέ όwŜǘƛǊŜŘ /ŀǊŜŜǊ tWύ 

 

ά¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǎƛƎƴŀƭ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ tŀǊŀǊŜǎŎǳŜ LƴŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ 
will remain separate from the Battlefield Airmen Develop-
ment Course (CCT, combat weather/SOWT, TACP, SERE).  Po-
tentially the decision to not integrate PJ Indoc into indicates a 
political decision was made, but more importantly it indicates 
it is realized the paper and pencil assessment does not do the 
mental/emotional coping assessment as well as the Indoc 
course does and that performing Pararescue duties is still a 
considerably more demanding of emotional and mental fit-
ƴŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ōŀǘǘƭŜŦƛŜƭŘ ŀƛǊƳŀƴ ƧƻōǎΦ άόwŜǘƛǊŜŘ /ŀǊŜŜǊ 
PJ) 

 

άIƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛǘϥǎ ƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ //¢Σ ¢!/tΣ ŀƴŘ ²ŜŀǘƘŜǊ 
guys as well.  You are correct, the manpower bill for 
Pararescue is currently un-payable, but nothing is impossi-
ōƭŜΦέ ό!ŎǘƛǾŜ 5ǳǘȅύ 

 

άL ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǘŜǎǘƛƴƎΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ƛǎ ŀ ǿŀǎǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜΦ 
You can not tell what a man is going to be like until you put 
ƘƛƳ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǎǘǊŜǎǎ Χ 9ǾŜǊȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƘƻ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ tW ŘŜπ
serves the chance. To knock them out, because of a written 
test is just plain wrong. I had a student who couldn't swim, 
but dog paddled his heart out. He was doing flip turns by the 
end of the course. When you've dropped a student for a hun-
dred push-ups, for the third time in a half hour, you know 
ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜϥǎ ƭƛƪŜΦ 9ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ƳǳǘǘŜǊǎ άȅƻǳ ǿƻƴϥǘ ƎŜǘ ƳŜ 
to quit, you SOB." He never knew I could hear him, but that 
ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜŘ ƳŜ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘŜŘΦέ όwŜǘƛǊŜŘ /ŀπ
reer PJ) 
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άtǎȅŎƘŜ ǘŜǎǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƻƻŘΦ ¢Ŝǎǘπ
ing might tell you a state (the way a guy was when he 
tested; he might test differently under different circum-
stances) and traits are hard to define because people 
change (and people do test differently over time). If they 
stay changed then they have a trait. But the talk is of com-
paring combat vets to raw recruits? By the time a grad 
finishes the pipeline he is a different person, more daring 
and confident than before. So do we want a trait like resil-
ience? If so how much? Can that be trained into a man? 
YES you can teach folks to be resilient. That is mental con-
ditioning and the military has been doing it since Sun Tzu, 
Vegetius and others throughout military history. The other 
part is physical which we all know is intrinsically linked to 
ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴǘŀƭΦ άόwŜǘƛǊŜŘ /ŀǊŜŜǊ tWύ 

 

άLƴ ŀƴ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜ ƻŦ ǎŜǾŜǊŜ ŦƛǎŎŀƭ ƭƛƳƛǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǘƘŜ !ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ 
can not afford to weed its way through our current respective 
candidates without some methodology of narrowing the field.  
Current studies have determined that only 28% of our na-
tion's youth base is physically eligible for military service.  Of 
that 28%, less than 2% are eligible for this career field.  Of 
that percentage, roughly 70-85% wash out due to (largely) 
ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŦƻǊǘƛǘǳŘŜ Χ !ǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǎƛǎǘ ǎŎƛŜƴπ
tific or material solutions in favor of the human spirit, we 
have to inevitably succumb to the sad fact that the human 
spirit of our youth has degraded to the point where those 
ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ Χ ¸ŜǎΣ 
there are those men who we all "KNEW" couldn't make it...yet 
did (I'm one of them), but the degradation of our youth's un-
derstanding of heart, hard work, and determination has 
eroded to a point that we are forced to adopt "out-of-the-
box" methodologies to find the relative few that DO under-
stand the determination, passion, and drive that it takes to 
ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƻǳƭ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƴƻōƭŜ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴΦέ ό!ŎǘƛǾŜ 5ǳǘȅ tWύ 

 

άWǳǎǘ Ƴȅ ǘǿƻ ŎŜƴǘǎ ǿƻǊǘƘΣ όǿǊƛǘŜǊǎύ ǎǇŜŀƪ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ ²ƛǎπ
dom. It is the Determined-to-succeed-against-all- odds 
that become our Brothers. This cannot ever be measured 
by Mental Fitness testing by those who do not have a clue. 
Dedication to the Motto "That Others May Live " with deep 
conviction to achieve the attainment of a profession that 
will carry that individual to success in the career field or 
whatever he may pursue in his civilian life afterwards. 
ά όwŜǘƛǊŜŘ tWύ 

 

άhŦ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǘǘƭŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘŜƴ ǿƘƻ 
don't belong there, 80 of them are nothing but targets.  There 
are ten on whom the battle depends; but, behold, among 
them is one, a warrior, and it is he who will bring the others 
ƘƻƳŜ Χ ¸ƻǳϥǊŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ 
fill out a questionnaire ...they merely offered you a job and 
the opportunity to earn a seat at the warriors' table.  After 
years of having crap piled upon you, you came out smelling 

ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǊƻǎŜΦΦΦέ όwŜǘƛǊŜŘ tWύ 

 

ά¢ƻ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !LDΦΦΦǘƘƛǎ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎǇƛǊƛǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ 
intellectually enticing, however after this post I must dis-
engage...I think I might be too involved to banter further 
without becoming emotionally excited.  That said, rest as-
sured we are riding on all of your coat-tails.  We respect 
your experience, your history and most importantly...your 
wisdom.  That said, I humbly ask that you trust us to do 
the right thing...after all, at some level it was ALL OF YOU 
that trained us.  We will not let the train leave the tracks, 
nor will we stray from what makes us who we are.  Every-
one is entitled to their opinion, and the AIG is the appropri-
ate forum to share that opinion, but I respectfully ask that 
you don't beat us active duty guys up too bad.  We are 
doing our best.  We are putting 110% into ensuring 
Pararescue of today lives up to Pararescue of the past.  
There will always be walls we can plough through, but 
there will also be walls that we have to climb, dig under, or 
Ǉŀƛƴǘ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ōŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘǘƻΦέ ό!ŎǘƛǾŜ 5ǳǘȅ 
PJ) 

 

έ hƴŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ L ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƎƻ ŀōƻǳǘ tW ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘΥ 
άLǘ ǿŀǎ ƘŀǊŘŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ L ŘƛŘ ƛǘΦέ  bƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘ ƛǘΦ  tW 
training is always evolving, it is different today than it was 
yesterday and most definitely different from when I went 
thru.  But somehow it has always produced the Pitts, the 
Duffmans, and the PJs who are doing amazing things as we 
ǎƛǘ ōŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘƛǎΦ  ¸Ŝǎ άLǘ ǿŀǎ ƘŀǊŘŜǊέ ǿƘŜƴ L ǿŜƴǘ ǘƘǊǳΣ 
but it is (somehow) still working.  And if Psyche evaluation will 
help it happen, then do them; but no evaluation will make a 
tWΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀ tWΦέ  όwŜǘƛǊŜŘ tWύ 

 

ά!ƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƎǊŜŀǘΦ !ǎ ŀ tW ǿƘƻ ŎŀƳŜ ƛƴ 
(1957) when there wasn't any school, no Indoc, just a need 
for people, it still got done. Some were ex-Airborne rejects 
like me. Some were ex- medics, or both. As time went on, 
some performed great, some didn't. The first culling came 
when we went SCUBA. Some of the older folks decided it  
wasn't for them. Some couldn't complete the course. The 
input of people during the Vietnam era was primitive by 
today's standards, but we got some great folks. Through 
the  reunions, I have met many of the  PJ's who were 
brought in through the more structured screening criteria. 
I have been more than impressed with all of them. I get 
teary-eyed when I read of their exploits in our foreign ad-
ventures, and peace time missions. Just an old guy venting 
Ƙƛǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎΦέ  όwŜǘƛǊŜŘ tƛƻƴŜŜǊ tWύ 
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