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A BLACK DAY FOR THE MARO I\
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Tragedy struck the Rescue Community as a whole and especially the Pararescue Brpther-

hood, on Wednesday June 9, 2000, when Afghan insurgents shot down an American HH
60 Medivac helicopter, killing four and injuring at least three others. The Pave Hawk
chopper was brought down by rocket propelled grenade (RPG) fire at midday according to

reports. In subsequent news reports, the Taliban claimed responsibility for the attack.
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Engineer. Other helicopter crewmembers were injured and evacuated to Germany to recover from their wounds.

The deceased include:

First Lieutenant Joel C. Genfage 25 of Grass Lake, Michiggrfombat Rescue Officeyand a recent graduate of the PJ/CRO Schoo| at
Kirtland AFB. Lt. Gentz was serving with th® Bescue Squadron of Nellis AFB, Nevada

Technical Sergeant Michael P. Florgge 31, of San Antonio, TexaspPararescuemanwho was serving with the #8RQS of Davis
Monthan AFB, Arizona

Staff Sergeant David C. Smithge 26 of Eight Mile, Alabama) wakl@ht Engineefrom the 66" RQS of Nellis Air Force Base, Nevada

Senior Airman Benjamin D. Whitgage 24 of Erwin, TennesseePararescuemarirom the 48" RQS of Dawvislonthan Air Force Base]
Arizona

TWO BM AIRMEN KILLED IN ACTION IN AFGHff 2 FROM NELLIS DIE IN AFGHANISTAN HELICOPTEF
STAN CRASH

6/10/2010; DavisMonthan Air Force Base, Arizona By Tiffany Gibson; Published Thursday, June 10, 2010

Two Airmen from Davigvionthan were killed yesterday Two Nellis Air Force Base airmen were Kkilled and three were

when their HH60G Pave Hawk helicopter crashed wounded in a helicopter crash Wednesday in southeastern Afghai-
p stan. They were deployed in support of Operation Enduring Frde-

southeastern Afghanistan. The Airmen were: dom and were responsible for casualty evacuation, authorities sail.
x
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Please turn to Dawslonthan Airmen, Page 2 Please turn to Nellis Airmen, Page 2
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Tech. Sgt. Michael P. Flores, 32, of San Antor
Texas, a Pararescueman assigned to the 48th R
cue Squadron at EM.

Senior Airman Benjamin D. White, 24, of Erwi
Tenn., also a Pararescueman assigned to the 4
RQS.

The death of these Airmen marks the first log
DavisMonthan has suffered to either operations
in Afghanistan or Iraqg.

Sergeant Flores is survived by his wife, Tech. S
Marisa Flores, also assigned here, his thigear-

old daughter Eliana, and his orgear-old son Mi-

chael. Sergeant Flores entered the Air Force Jy
10, 1998, and was serving on his eighth depld
ment. He had earned the Distinguished Flyir
Cross and 12 Air Medals.

Airman White is survived by his father, Anthon
White, mother, Brenda Logozo, and stdpther,

July 25, 2006, and was serving on his first depld
ment.

"This is a very sad time for every member of the [
M team," said Brig. Gen. Paul T. JohnsonM3
installation commander. "But right now, we are
focusing specifically on supporting the families ¢
Senior Airman White and Tech. Sgt. Flores. | ©
say with certainty we will do our absolute best tq
help them in every way we can. Beyond that, | cg
only stress the irrefutable fact that these two mer
gave their own lives in the brave and selfless effo
to save the lives of others. Their sacrifice will b
solemnly remembered by all of us, and their exa
ple will forever underscore the rescue creed 'Th
Others May Live."

The aircraft and Airmen were deployed from-M
in support of Operation Enduring Freedom wer
responsible for casualty evacuation.

The circumstances surrounding the crash are U
der investigation.

Frank Logozo. Airman White entered the Air For¢
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Individual obituaries are found on

pages 69
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The Nellis airmen were identified as 1st Lt. Joel [C.
Gentz, 25, of Grass Lake, Mich., assigned to the
58th Rescue Squadron, and Staff Sgt. David|C.
Smith, 26, of Eight Mile, Ala., assigned to the 66th
Rescue Squadron.

The cause of the crash is under investigation and
other details weren't available Thursday.

Gentz was on his first deployment with more tham
50 hours of combat time. Smith had seen numey-
ous deployments in support of missions in Irag and
Afghanistan, Lt. Col. James McElhenney said|in
releasing a statement from Nellis.

Staff Sgt. David C. Smith, a flight engineer who had
served in Iraq and Afghanistan during his niyear
Air Force career.

Also killed were Tech. Sgt. Michael P. Flores, 31 of
San Antonio, Texas, and Senior Airman Benjantin
D. White, 24, of Erwin, Tenn., assigned to the 48th
Rescue Squad at Davidonthan Air Force Base
Flores was on his eighth deployment as a Pararg¢s-
cueman and had previously been stationed at Ngl-
lis. White served in the Air Force for almost four
years and was on his first deployment.

The wounded airmen are assigned to the 66th RQS
from Nellis Air Force Base. They are being treated
at the Landstuhl Regional Medical Center in Ggr-
many. The extent of their injuries isn't known|
hTFFAOAILIf A& ¢2yQu NBf SI &S
airmen because of the ongoing investigation. The
airmen were assigned to the to the 563rd Rescle
Group, a separate unit of the 23rd Wing.

Nellis will hold a memorial service next week.

Summaries of the DaviMonthan AFB and
Nellis AFB Memorial Services for these bra

airmen can be found elsewhere in this issue
of Canopy Chatter




Dear Readers,

This issue of Canopy Chatter, regretfully, contains -J“ a2t
much tragedy and sadness. As you have already dis- .”;.L.
covered from the front cover, the Brotherhood re- Wy .
cently lost three good Pararescuemen, as well as a fel- O r_”af:‘.j
low heroic helicopter teammate, in combat in Afghani- > il ;
stan. We also endured the passing of several veteran Y, E-1Y n/e S
PJs as well as a devoted wife. UJ;J/ .I_.J ./j.u.n

. . . . "It is my duty as a PARARESCUEMAN to
But ALL is not sadness. Inside are stories of the fine save life and aid injured. | will be prepared
work being done by the active duty personnel who at all times to perform my assigned duties
wear the Maroon Beret. quickly and efficiently, placing these duties

be"foreperson‘alv desires and comforts.

A sizeable contribution provides the details for the These things I'do, that others may live.”

PARARESCUE REUNION which will be held in Tucson in
October. As a reminder, this will lyeur final notice

(at least, within Canopy Chatter), so if you want or plan

to go, now is the time to take action. Bill Preble and his
team have come up with what is expected to be a
memorable week for all to enjoy.
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With Independence Day occurring during this issue,
read the piece about four American heroes.

WSNBEYe | I NREQa NBO2ffSO0GA?2
Bosnia is also included for your enjoyment.

Under the heading of S i S NJ y Qdre twoSayfiS F A (i
cles which may improve the quality of life for both age-
ing and traveling vets.

Other, smaller articles will hopefully either bring a
smile or will cause fond recollections of prior experi-
ences.

This will most likely be the final edition of Canopy Chat-
ter until AFTER the Reunion. Those of you planning to
attend, please bring a camerao that you can share

your photos with Canopy Chatter and others readers. to stand by

Patriotism means

On behalf of the entire Chatter staff, | wish all of you a the copnig.
belated Happy Independence Day, as well as a healthy It does not mean
and enjoyable summer. totstand by he
L K2LXS G2 YSSd Yirye 2F @&2dz president or
T any other

Doug Horka public official

~

Theodore Roosevelt
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Service is a family tradition
for Taylor, whose father and
grandfather both served in
the Alaska ANG.

ALASKA ANG CEREMONY CELEBRATES
YEARS OF RESCUES

Source: KTUU.com
Saturday, June 12, 2010

"Just like any son would be
proud of his parents and

would want to make sure

that we represent our family, and that's what | tried to
do," Eric Taylor said.

ANCHORAGE, Alaskd@he Air National Guard's 210th,
211th and 212nd Rescue Squadrons celebrated 203
years in Alaska with a rescue demonstration Saturday
at EImendorf Air Force Base.

Between them the rescue squadrons, some of the most
elite rescue teams in the nation, average a mission a
week. When they're not at war they're in Alaska saving

"Eric is, like all of his colleagues, a very fit, very compe-
tent, very tough guy, and | am absolutely privileged to

lives-- 1,162 and counting.

"We've had everything
from jumping into the|f
Bering Sea 350 miles o
the coast, to a plane thaly

have him continue our tradition of family service,"” Ken
Taylor said.

Only a select few Pararescue candidates make the cut.
Their training is a grueling test of physical and mental
strength, one that causes most to drop out in the first two

weeks.

was in a crevasse on thft—

Canadian border," saiq
the 212th Rescue Squag
ron's chief manager, Chi
Master Sat. David
Shuman.

"The graduation rate is about 10 percent on a good year,"
Shuman said.

It's a small group of people that make a big difference, to
which the people they've rescued can attest.

It's a dangerous job, and the rescue squadrons' mem-

bers frequently put themselves in deadly situations. “Alaskans should be very proud of their Air National Guard

Pararescuers have dived into freezing water and --they bring so many things to the state," Ken Taylor said.
trekked through blizzards to save Alaskans.

All of the Guard's numerous missions, however, are dedi-
cated to the single goal stated in its slogan: "These things
we do, that others may live."

"You have to be willing to undertake a certain amount
of risk, and you have to
have a commitment to the
people you're serving
with," said retired ANG
Gen. Ken Taylor.

All three of the Alaska ANG's rescue squadrons are sta-
tioned at EImendorf.

) Contact Jackie Bartz at jbartz@ktuu.com
While Saturday's rescue dz

demonstration offered a
glimpse of what the
squadrons do, minus the enemy fire and extreme
weather, the real thing feels a lot different.

"It was right across the bay right out here, a plane
crashed in Goose Bayand just luckily, everybody sur-
vived," said 212th Rescue Squadron pararescuer Mas-
ter Sgt. Eric Taylor, Ken Taylor's son.
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LOST PJ ASSOCIATION MEMBER

The PJ associatidmas lost contact with the following
members. If anyone has contact with them or if th
read this information please contact:

132
<

Jim Watson

email:alohawatson1967 @cox.net

Phone 856801-9155

Pararescue Association, P.O. Box 130dry Esther, FLU
32569

CKS 1 aa20ArdA2yQa ftlLad |Ay
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Daniel Gibson, Clinton, MD
Edward King, Glendale, WI

Eric Gregory, Rio Rancho, NM
Gary McGuire, Chandler, OK
James Carden, Woodland, CA
James Nash, Point TX

Jessie Hill, Jr., Crawfordville, FL
Kenneth GersleyMeza, AZ
Michael Murphy, Manorville, NY
Michael Wagner, Yorktown, VA
Steve Rhody, Haiku, Maui, HI

= =4 4 & a8 8 8 2 _a _a -9

Thanks in advance to all for your support.

Jim Watson

dz

From: Charles Hoell, Wednesday, May 19, 2010
Subject:THAILAND

Has anyone heard from Surfer Johnson or Duffy? Thai-
land doesn't look real good right now.

From: Donald Johnson, Wednesday, May 19, 2010
Subject:BANGKOK BURNING

For those of you who have asked about BKK burning |
have attached three articles. But you can keep in touch
through the Bangkok Post:

http://www.bangkokpost.com/news/politics/178466/bangkeia-
shambles

| am okay as the violengbuggery was near the
merican, Japanese, and British Embassies and als|
ag Thai where | receive my mail. This area is mg
around Lumpini Park. At present | do NOT know of
Duffy's condition.

Now to my opinion. The Thai government had giv
into the demands of the red shirts some time ago
hold another election. Yet they (the red shirts) decid
to further their demands and begin violence. The m:
instigator of this rebellion is Taksin who, | am told
my American intelligence informants, gained his hy
sum of money through the drug trade out of th
Golden Triangle where he was born, He used his ¢
ethentt goditidnyto diidiRbte hi&K SompetRidnfad
thén had the trade all to himself, thus his immen
fortune. My same American intelligence informant to
me that the red shirt protestors were paid 500bht p
person for street presence and 1500bht per motorg
cle demonstrator. What started out as a relative
peaceful demonstration against a "dictator" has ng
gone into thuggery of the worst kind. Additionally, Tg
sin himself wants to be dictator.

=+

This is a very fragile situation which, for now, | am
the outskirts. But, should it come to defending n
home, | am ready.

From: Robert LaPointe
Sent: Wednesday, May 19, 2010
Subject: Thailandrom Hoell

LO@S o6SSy aLlsrlAy3a 6AGK
via Skype. Our time zones are only one hour apart.
tells me that he lives in a safe area and as long as
R2y Qi aLISyR | 24 27F i

relatively safe. The biggest problem he is having
banking and travel arrangements are difficult becad
most of them are shut down for the time being. Joe
planning on traveling to the Philippines next week

that he can visit friends.

Joe completed chemo last week and the doctors
him there is no sign of cancer in him any longer. T
clearly is great news.
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SAN ANTONIO 'PJ' DIES IN AFGHAN CRASHGentz was a combat rescue officer with the 58th Res-

cue Squadron at Nellis AFB, Nev., and Smith was a

TECHNICAL SERGEANT MICHAEL P. FLORHEfmht engineer with the 66th Rescue Squadron at Nel-

By Sig ChristensoerExpressNews
Web Posted: 06/11/2010 12:00 CDT

Tech. Sgt. Michael P. Flores, a 1997 John Marshall High School graduate,
was one of four killed after a copter went down during rescue mission.

¢tSOK® {3Iidd airlOKI St
on a mercy flight when his helicopter went down
Wednesday in one of Afghanistan's most violent prov-
inces, but it wasn't just any mission. That was the day
the father of two marked his fifth wedding anniversary.

LYY &R GKIFG Al KFLWSYSR
helicopter, it would have been someone else's helicop-
ter and someone else's family and that is something

a2yYS2ySs¢ _ :
|y G2y A2 bwas hisgsgaond dogr ofjAfabanigign dn less thag & ¢

lis.

Other people on the casualty evacuation mission were
hurt, but officials wouldn't say how many.

G¢KSe ¢gSNB ISGOAY3I Ydz (ALK
2dzail 2yS 2F Ylyeészé &l AR Cf
Chaz Stiefken.

Insurgents claimed to have shot down the Ospi&y).(

The International Security Assistance Force headquar-
ters in Kabul initially said it was hit by hostile fire, but a
spokeswoman there told the San Antonio Express
bSéga GKIFIG NBLRNI O2dzZ Rydi
team out to investigate it, so | can't confirm that is the
NEBlFazy GKS KStAO2LIISNI Sy
Sgt. Sabrina Foster said.

G2 KSy @ 2-kz@INgu'rd at the peak of your
qualifications. You're qualified to be in charge of any
mission out there and Sgt. Flores was an exceptional
GSFY £SIFRSNZE¢ &alAR {GAST1S

t ® Ct 2 NBEHistegs) iy the sauadrgny whish inciudes ebouy £03
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of all operations once on the ground and he always
brought his men home alive and accomplished the mis-
P2 W%%e}rf‘f regpyprthe femaing (pf dead Koong);
or save the lives of the patients, since we've beén in
' FAKIEI YAAG yDé
al AR
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A 1997 Marshall High School graduate, Flores, 31, of
San Antonio was killed along with three others after
their Air Force HHO Pave Hawk helicopter went down

in Helmand province. He was posthumously promoted
Thursday from staff sergeant.

Among the other victims was a fellow Pararescuer from
the same Arizondased squadron as Flores, Senior Air-
man Benjamin D. White, 24, of Erwin, Tenn. First Lt.
Joel C. Gentz, 25, of Grass Lake, Mich., and Staff Sgt.
David C. Smith, 26, of Eight Mile, Ala., also were killed.
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the reason these guys are put in harm's way, is because
of their medical qualifications. They're advanced com-

ol G G NJ dzY' | YSRAOaZE al AR
Force PJ.
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stand for is that others may live. | think he enjoyed the

special training they got and they were able to use it
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TENNESSEE AIRMAN GIVE HIS ALL
SENIOR AIRMAN BENJAMIN WHITE

Obituary Published on Friday, June 18, 2010
Johnson City Press

ERWIN; Senior Airman Benjamin Daniel White, age 24,
of Erwin, was a Pararescueman serving with valor and
honor in the 48th Rescue Squadron from Davis
Monthan Air Force Base in Tucson, Arizona. Senior Air-
man White was deployed in support of Operation En-
during Freedom. He died while performing a rescue
mission on June 9, 2010, near Forward Operating Base
Jackson, Afghanistan, as a result of injuries received
from an aircraft accident due to hostile actions.

Senior Airman White was a faithful follower of Jesus
Christ and died a Chrifke death. He attended Grace
Fellowship Church in Johnson City, Tennessee.

Senior Airman White is survived by; Fiancé, Ashley L.
Stanley; Father, Anthony Curtis White and wife, Jenni-
fer Lynn; Mother, Brenda A. Sheltdilogozo and hus-
band, Frank; Brothers, Mark Anthony, Zachary Luke
and Anthony Evan White; Sister, Laura R. White;
Grandparents, Curtis Buford White, Jan Daye and Ste-
ven McCarty; and a host of other loving family mem-
bers and friends.

Funeral service will be held at 7:00 P.M., Monday, June
21, 2010, from Grace Fellowship Church, 2314 South
Greenwood Drive, Johnson City, Tennessee. Reverend
Tom Oyler will officiate. Honored speaker will be the
Commander of the 48th Rescue Squadron, Lieutenant
Colonel Select, Major Jason D. Pifer.
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Committal Service will be held at 11:00 A.M. Tuesday,
June 22, 2010, in the Mountain Home National Ceme-
tery, Mountain Home, Tennessee. Graveside Military
Honors will be awarded by the 20th Fighter Wing/
Honor Guard, Shaw Air Force Base, South Carolina. As-
sistant Deputy Commander of the United States Air
Forces Central Command, Brigadier General Mark W.
Graper will have the honor of flag presentation. Minis-
ter, honored guests and friends are requested to as-
semble at the cemetery by 10:45 A.M. Tuesday.

In lieu of flowers the family request memorial dona-
tions be made to: That Others May Live Foundation,
4855 Ben Salem Way, Hahira, Georgia 31632; or do-
nate at www.thatothersmaylive.org., supporting the
children of fallen rescue heroes.

Online condolences may be sent to the family at erwin-
mem@earthlink.net
Dz

PURDUE GRAD KILLED WHEN COPTER
SHOT DOWN IN AFGHANISTAN
1% LIEUTENANT JOEL C. GENTZ (CRO)

By Eric Weddle and Justin L. Mack
June 10, 2010

-,

- “
JULL GENTE /
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A Purdue University graduate was killed in southern

Afghanistan on Wednesday when insurgents attacked a
NATO helicopter he was riding in. Joel C. Gentz, 25,
died near Forward Operating Base Jackson in a heli-
copter crash, the Department of Defense announced




today. Three other American troops were killed in the
attack.

Gentz was a 2007 graduate of the Purdue University Air

Force ROTC. He was from Grass Lake, Mich. He was ag-

signed to the 58th Rescue Squadron at Nellis Air Force
Base, Nev. Gentz is the 10th serviceman with Lafayette
area connections to die due to combat injuries in Iraq
and Afghanistan since 2004.

News of Gentz's death spread quickly throughout ROTC
and Purdue networks today. Those who knew Gentz
spoke of his natural leadership qualities that surpassed
others his age, his dedication to physical abilities and his
caring for others. Tony Hawkins, Purdue dean of stu-
dents, had known Gentz since 2005 when Gentz was
chosen to be part of Iron Key. The senior honorary or-
ganization of students works anonymously each year on
a service project that will benefit Purdue.

Col. Mike Silver, former Purdue ROTC Air Force detach-
ment commander, said he was devastated upon hearing
the news of Gentz's death. Silver said he worked with
Gentz during his final year at Purdue.

"Maybe it's because of my age and his age, but it's like
losing a part of your family," he said. "He was clearly the
most wellrounded cadet during his time there. "He
was physically and mentally wetunded, and he was
just a damn nice guy."

Silver said in addition to being a staadt cadet, Gentz
became the first Purdue ROTC graduate to become a
Combat Rescue Officer.

According to the Air Force Special Operations Command
website, the Combat Rescue Officer is an Air Force spe-
cialty created to strengthen personnel recovery abili-
ties. In addition to commanding a small team of
Pararescue personnel in enemy territory, a Combat Res-
cue Officer also advises battle staff units in recovery
operations.
Dz

U.S. AIR FORCE

SOLIDER'S BODY RETURNED HOME
BURIAL

STAFF SERGEANT DAVID C. SMITH

Thursday, 17 Jun 2010
Derica Williams

FOR

MOBILE, Alabama (WALAJhe body of a local solider
returned home Thursday. Staff Sergeant David Smith,
from Eight Mile, was killed last week in Afghanistan.

Smith, who was stationed at Nellis Air Force base, was
part of Operation Enduring Freedom in Afghanistan. |He
was killed just 10 days before he was supposed to|re-
turn home. It was an emotional day for many.

It was a homecoming that had a somber welcome. Fam-
ily members of Staff Sgt. David C. Smith gathered at|The
Mobile Air Center for his arrival. A charter plane landed
with the airman’'s body inside. As the casket draped
with the American flag was lowered, the Honor Guard
and Patriot Guard stood in salute.

"We try to bring respect to all our service men and
women. It's sad and we hope that we can help. Wofds
won't help them get over grieving but we can definitgly
draw attention to our servicemen, especially the ones
that have been killed,” Don Herrin, Ride Captain with
the Patriot Guard said.

The 26yearold was one of four airmen killed in a heli
copter crash in Afghanistan.
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"He goes out and rescues other people in his helicop
He's a great hero. He goes out and saves other peoy
Herrin added.

"We're there for a reason, we love our country. We'
the family obviously and for the United States Air Fo
and America. I'm here with the family just to help the

through,"” Master Sgt. Jacob Chandler with the U.S.
Force said.

price while protecting our country.

Military members did a dignified transfer while love

placed into the hearse, local law enforcement and |
triot Guard riders led the procession to Saraland.

Family and friends visibly shaken are preparing to
their final goodbye.

The family was too distraught to comment.

Military members tell us Smith will receive full hono
at his ceremony on Monday.

Radney Funeral Home in Saraland. His funeral wil
held Monday at 11:00 a.m. at Little Flower Cathd
Church on Government Blvd.

all brothers in the military right now. It's a big loss for

A man who served two tours in Iraq paid the ultimate

The wake is Sunday night from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

ler.
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AETC AIMS TO LOWER WARE JOB

WASHOUTS

By Michelle Tan Staff writer
Air Force Times
Posted: Saturday May 15, 2010

Training for battlefield careers is so grueling that more th
half of airmen fail it, pushing education command officials
rethink how they select and prepare candidates.

The Air Force considers all eight of the vzane jobst com-
bat rescue officer, special tactics officer, air liaison offic
Pararescue jumper, combat controller, tactical air cont
party, and enlisted and officer special operations weath
techniciant ¢ a G NBaaSRx¢ 2NJ dzy RSN

er,
ol
er
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men are in those Air Force Specialty Codes, almost 780 shy of

the billets authorized.

aLiQa I KIFENR OFNBSNI FASER

Scott Bethel, deputy director of operations for Air Educati
and Training Command at Randolph Air Force Base, T¢
GLiIQa KFENR Fff GKS 4618 TNB

Pararescue jumper and combat controller trainees have
toughest got only 15 percent to 20 percent graduate mo
years. In 2007, for instance, 69 of the 480-t®dse airmen
finished their schooling.

Master Sgt. Bryan Ripple / Air Force
The washout rate for PJs in training is about 80 percent.

The washout rates for TACPs and weather technicians are
siderably lower. About half generally make it through t
training. Last year, 175 out of 311 aspiring TACPS6 per-
centt made it through the pipeline.

con-
ne

Bethel and his staff are troubled by the high attrition rates and

are looking at how they can put more airmen in the jobs a
still maintain rigorous training standards.

continued

nd
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Recruiters also have to deal with a limited pool of qualified
young people and competition for candidates from their
Army and Navy counterparts.

New statistics show the Defense Department rejects about
30 million or so Americans ages 17 to 24, or 85 percent of
that demographic, because they are overweight, abuse drugs
and alcohol, have a criminal background, have too many |de-
pendents or have low aptitude.

For the fewer than 5 million eligible and available for service,
the Air Force has to go head to head with its sister services.
The competition gets even more heated for the cream of the
crop, those recruits interested in and able to do the battle-

field jobs.

The Army, for example, has a new Special Forces group and a
Ranger battalion to man, and the Navy needs candidates| for
a new SEAL team, according to Lt. Col. Pat Barnett, who as
commander of the 342nd Training Squadron at Lackland| Air
Force Base, Texas, oversees the initial training of battlefield
airmen.

G¢KS o0A33Sad OKIftfSy3asS ara
GKS a0OK22f K2dzaSz F Ny Sad
who have the physical and mental makeup to do something
y2i S@SNrRo2Re OFy R23X YR
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Barnett and Bethel advocate recruiting a small number| of
candidates to hold down costs. Training runs about $250,000
for a PJ and about $100,000 for a combat controller, Bethel
said.

y 2 u’*'mée% Ragejmusgeg e yRrauteypagk
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Airmen can also switch career fields and become battlefield
airmen. Like recruits, they must meet stringent require-
ments: no qualitycontrol factors, such as pending adminis-
trative action; no pending assignment actions; no availability
limits; attainment of Slevel skills; minimum scores for the
Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery; and physical
fitness, strength and stamina standards.

URCLOSE VIEW

Airman 1st Class Patrick Moore had thought after he gradu-
ated from college that he might want to be a lawyer. Then he
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to becoming a PJ.

In midApril, Moore was getting ready for his nextlast
week of the nineweek PJ indoctrination course.

Much of the focus for the two months is on physical training,
especially swimming. A few of the exercises, which get more
difficult as the course progresses: Do the Biéter crawl in
less than 12 minutes, swim underwater 50 meters, dive with
their hands tied behind their backs and their ankles bound
together and share oxygen flowing through a snorkel with
another trainee.
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Family and friends also helped Moore keep perspective. His
father mailed him an inspirational quote every day.
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To that end, Barnett said, the Air Force has tasked 12 PJs and
combat controllers to help recruiters. This summer, the selec-
tion process will be honed even more when recruiters begin
testing candidates to get a sense of how well they will do in
training. Scores from the test, called the Emotional Quotient
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For Airman 1st Class Bryan Lowen, the camaraderie of his
fellow candidates has helped him make it through the train-

ing.
Continued
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fighter, an [emergency medical technician]. | always had this = testing candidates for suitability as part of the requirements
AY Y& YAYRI a2 L TFTAIdNNBR LIQR farieSn) oitizkd werg Rirodyly @ veh@merttly apphBed &
the notion. Cogent, wethought out and compelling argu-
RETOOLED TRAINING ments were presented by each point of view. Somewhat sur-
Even though a good number fail, many recruits leave battle- =~ Prisingly, there did NOT seem to be a discernable age bias,
field training of their own free will, the officers said. nor was there a combat vs. peacetime experience favoritism
evident either.
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chronological order of receipt. As with many things in life, no
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Force plans to give basic trainees more chances to inte

ract | Doug Horka / Canopy Chatter

with experienced PJs, combat controllers and other battle-

field airmen, as well as launch a feweek class next summe

to prepare candidates for their respective training pipelines.
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Bethel said.

Called the Battlefield Airmen Development Course, the cl
will replace all the existing preparatory or indoctrinatio
courses except the ningeek PJ indoctrination course.

Overhauling the training means the Air Force must add 4(
50 instructors to the 30 or so who run the existing prepal

tory courses and add buildings to Lackland, Bethel said.

pending $30 million military construction request would
nance new dormitories, an aquatic center and classrooms
said.
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The more successful the efforts are to bring down the at
tion rates, the better the Air Force will be to keep its battl
field airmen.

Low retention is an issue within these career fields, he s
Many airmen are burned out or injured or just tired from th
high operational tempo demanded of them.
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mentor and prepare and upgrade the younger guys and biing
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r Responses to the AETC Recruiting dilemma article, presented
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counts. Is that right? Somewhere along the line did some-

s one forgot that what was needed was the "GUT" check,

N and not just filing the blocks on the training
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will remain separate from the Battlefield Airmen Develop-
ment Course (CCT, combat weather/SOWT, TACP, SERE). Po
tentially the decision to not integrate PJ Indoc into indicates a
political decision was made, but more importantly it indicates
it is realized the paper and pencil assessment does not do the
mental/emotional coping assessment as well as the Indoc
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guys as well. You are correct, the manpower bill for
Pararescue is currently ypayable, but nothing is impossi-
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You can not tell what a man is going to be like until you put
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test is just plain wrong. | had a student who couldn't swim,

. Bilid&gSohddiddihis Redrt out. He was doing flip turns by the
end of the course. When you've dropped a student for a hun-
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THIS article in a recent edition of the Air Force Times (

2010) stimulated some VERY LIVELY DISCUSSION on Johg 2
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dred pushups, for the third time in a half hour, you know
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to quit, you SOB." He never knew | could hear him, but that
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ing might tell you a state (the way a guy was when he
tested; he might test differently under different circum- 5 ¢ 2 | f ¢ 2F (GKS | LDOPDPDPIKAA R

stances) and traits are hard to define because people intellectually enticing, however after this post I must-dis
change (and people do test differently over time). If they engage...I think | might be too involved to banter further
stay changed then they have a trait. But the talk is of com-' yjithout becoming emotionally excited. That said, rest as-
paring combat vets to raw recruits? By the time a grad gyred we are riding on all of your cetafls. We respect
finishes the pipeline he is a different person, more daring your experience, your history and most importantly...your
and confident than before. So do we want a trait like resil-| \visdom. That said, | humbly ask that you trust us to do

ience? If so how much? Can that be trained into @ man? ne right thing...after all, at some level it was ALL OF YOU
YES you can teach folks to be resilient. That is mental con- that trained us. We will not let the train leave the tracks,
ditioning and the military has been doing it since Sun Tzu, or will we stray from what makes us who we are. Every-
Vegetius and others throughout military history. The other | gne is entitled to their opinion, and the AIG is the appropri-
part is physical which we all know is intrinsically linked t0' 4te forum to share that opinion, but | respectfully ask that
UKS YSyult® aowSUANBR /[ NB SN doN¥beat us active duty guys up too bad. We are
doing our best. We are putting 110% into ensuring
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can not afford to weed its way through our current respective | There will always be walls we can plough through, but
candidates without some methodology of narrowing the field. = there will also be walls that we have to climb, dig under, or
Current studies have determined that only 28% of our na-| LJF Ay d G2 I OKASO®S 6KI G A& 0S:
tion's youth base is physically eligible for military service. Of PJ)
that 28%, less than 2% are eligible for this career field. Of
that percentage, roughly 785% wash out due to (largel , ~N - . )
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have to inevitably succumb to the sad fact that the human training is always evolvir?g', itis Qiﬁerent today than it was
spirit of our youth has degraded to the point where those yesterday and most definitely different from when | went
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there are those men who we all "KNEW" couldn't make it...yet I?u Tans_, anq the PJs V\fho are d0|[1 a.rc‘nazmgv things as ‘ANev
did (I'm one of them), but the degradation of our youth's un- a 7‘_”_ ol Ol I'_ y R . NS b R. UKA&a® e S_a
derstanding of heart, hard work, and determination has but |tl|s (somehow) still working. And if Psych_e evailuat|on will
eroded to a point that we are forced to adopt "eaftthe- help it happen, then do them; but no evaluation will make a

box" methodologies to find the relative few that DO under- ¢ WZ Al Aa |+ LISNR2yQa FOolAdERS

stand the determination, passion, and drive that it takes to
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(1957) when there wasn't any school, no Indoc, just a need
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dom. It is the Determinetb-succeeehgainstall- odds like me. Some were emedics, or both. As time went on,

that become our Brothers. This cannot ever be measured SOMe performed great, some didn't. The first culling came
by Mental Fitness testing by those who do not have a clue| when we went SCUBA. Some of the older folks decided it

Dedication to the Motto "That Others May Live " with deep Wasn't for them. Some couldn’t complete the course. The
conviction to achieve the attainment of a profession that = NPut of people during the Vietnam era was primitive by

will carry that individual to success in the career field or (0day's standards, but we got some great folks. Through

whatever he may pursue in his civilian life afterwards. (€ reunions, | have met many of the PJ's who were
4 OwWSUHANBR t WO brought in through the more structured screening criteria.

| have been more than impressed with all of them. | get
teary-eyed.when | read. of their fhxgloits in our foreign ad-
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don't belong there, 80 of them are noth!ng but targets. There KAd OK2dZaKisde GWSHOANBR t A2
are ten on whom the battle depends; but, behold, among .

them is one, a warrior, and it is he who will bring the others Dz
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fill out a questionnaire ...they merely offered you a job and

the opportunity to earn a seat at the warriors' table. After

years of having crap piled upon you, you came out smelling
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